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NATIONAL TROPHIES 
National Championship perpetual trophies are awarded in the following categories. The National Champion 
cannot win other category championships; crews can only win one category championship. 

Mordialloc National Championship 1
st
 skipper (National Champion) and forward hand. 

NRMA Sub-Junior Championship 1
st
 Sub-Junior skipper and forward hand (skipper under 16 

years at 31 December during season). 

Canberra Cup Junior Championship 1
st
 Junior skipper and forward hand (skipper under 19 years at 

31 December during season). 

Australian Airlines Ladies Championship 1
st
 Lady skipper and forward hand (forward hand need not be 

a female). 

RetireInvest Veterans Championship 1
st
 Veteran skipper and forward hand (skipper over 45 years 

at 31 December during season, forward hand need not be a 
veteran). 

Norm Deane Masters Championship 1
st
 Master skipper and forward hand (skipper over 55 years at 

31 December during season, forward hand need not be a 
master). 

Frank Buxton Family Championship 1
st
 Family skipper and forward hand (crew of yacht to consist 

of parent and child of the same immediate family; child to be 
under 16 years at 31 December during season). 

Cruiserweight Championship 1
st
 Cruiserweight skipper and forward hand (crew with 

combined weight over 130kg measured at registration). 

Harmony Championship 1
st
 Harmony skipper and forward hand (crew to be husband 

and wife). 

Siblings Championship 1
st
 Sibling skipper and forward hand (crew to be siblings 

under 19 years at 31 December during season). 

Cliff Scott Invitation Championship 1
st
 skipper and forward hand. 

Canberra Times Trophy 1
st
 State team based on sum of results for best 5 boats.  For 

States represented by less than 5 boats in the championship, 
each boat less than five will be scored points for the finishing 
place one more than the worst scoring boat for any State.   

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP STATISTICS 

The most successful National Champion is Nick Rogers (Tas) with 4 titles (including a tie in 1982-83), 
followed by Stephen McElwee (Tas) and Lachlan Gilbert (NSW) with 3 titles each. The most successful 
State is Tasmania, with 17 National Championships (including a tie in 1982-83), followed by Victoria with 11 
National Championships. 

Western Australian Sub-Juniors have won the Sub-Junior Championship 13 out of 21 times since the trophy 
was introduced in 1991-92 with Steven Kennedy (WA) winning 2 titles. 

Western Australian Juniors have won the Junior Championship 18 times with John Prott, Paul Eldrid, 
Steven Kennedy and Torvar Mirsky all from WA and Jessie Atherton from Tasmania each winning 2 titles. 

The Ladies Trophy is the only Championship to have been won by sailors from every State and Territory 
with Susan Roberts (SA), Michelle Eldrid (WA), Jacinta Scott (Tas), Lucy Mathews (Vic) and Jenny Graney 
(Tas) each winning 3 titles. 

The Veterans Trophy has been won by Norm Deane (Tas) an amazing 11 times, Mark Barrington (Tas) 
follows with 5 wins to date. 

The Masters Trophy has been won 3 times by Celia May (NSW) since the trophy was introduced in 2000-01. 

The Family Trophy has been won 4 times by both Ross Whitehorn (SA) and Mark Barrington (Tas). 

The Cruiserweight Trophy has been won twice by Ron Fry (SA) since the trophy was introduced in 1991-92. 

The Harmony Trophy has been won 5 times by Peter & Jean Russell (ACT), Robin & Lyndell Ford (NSW) 
follow with 4 wins since the trophy was introduced in 1989-90. 

The Siblings Trophy has been won 3 times by Rebecca Price (Qld) since the trophy was introduced in 1998-
99. 

Despite the popular myth, winning the Invitation Race has not been bad luck for Mirror champions with Ian 
Nichols, Ian Kingsford Smith, Rex Fettell, Grant Nichols, Ross Whitehorn, Nick Rogers (3), David Graney, 
Stephen McElwee (2), Tim Fitzsimmons, Daniel Keys, Damian Carey, Justin Mann, Mark Barrington, David 
Moore, Nick Davis, Lachlan Gilbert (2), Jessie Atherton and Anita Scott-Murphy following on to win the 
National Championship. 

The Teams Trophy has been shared by Tasmania and Western Australia with 10 wins each since the trophy 
was introduced in 1983-84. 
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MORDIALLOC MIRROR TROPHY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Mordialloc Mirror Trophy 
Celebrating the first National 
Championship in 1966-67 at Mordialloc 
Sailing Club with the Mirror Class 
Champion Trophy by Carl Vorrath 
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NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

The Mordialloc Mirror Trophy 
Australian Champion 
Mirror Class Dinghy 
presented by the MCAA 
at the 1

st
 Mirror Nationals 

1966-67 MORDIALLOC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Open Championship 
1

st
 skipper (National Champion)  

and forward hand. 

Year Host Club Champion 
1966-67 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic Nimrod, Ian Nichols & Grant Nichols, Vic 
1967-68 Largs Bay Sailing Club, SA Nimrod, Ian Nichols & Grant Nichols, Vic 
1968-69 Woollahra Sailing Club, NSW T'quilla, Ian & Rhonda Kingsford Smith, NSW 
1969-70 Black Rock Yacht Club, Vic Abigail, Rex Fettell & Robbie Nichols, Vic 
1970-71 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Langi, Bill & Annabel Jaffray, NSW 
1971-72 Brighton & Seacliff Yacht Club, SA Tweedledum, Rob Haylock & Kerry Hackett, Vic 
1972-73 Bayview Yacht Racing Assoc, NSW Camira, Dick & Vicki White, Vic 
1973-74 Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Tas Grampus, Alan & Russell Cichero, ACT 
1974-75 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic  Cinnamon, Martin & Scott White, Vic 
1975-76 Nedlands Yacht Club, WA  Wezzigon, Greg & Mark Willcock, WA 
1976-77 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT  Stratos, Mark Willcock & Phoebe Pickering, WA 
1977-78 Brighton & Seacliff Yacht Club, SA Good News, Grant & Andrew Nichols, Vic 
1978-79 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic  Good News, Grant & Andrew Nichols, Vic 
1979-80 Nedlands Yacht Club, WA Jonathon Livingston II, Max Barcham & Brooke Dixon, WA 
1980-81 Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Tas Odysseus, Michael Adams & Susan Bell, Tas 
1981-82 Bayview Yacht Racing Assoc, NSW Rear View, Ross, Zane & Clint Whitehorn, SA 
1982-83 Sandgate Yacht Club, Qld Karabos II, Nick Rogers & Philip McKay, Tas 
 (tie)  Bow Tie, Tom Fowler & Michael McKay, Tas 
1983-84 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Karabos II, Nick Rogers & Kyle Stewart, Tas 
1984-85 Grange Sailing Club, SA Tramuntana II, Bob & Helen Wright, SA 
1985-86 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic Sky III, David Graney & Malcolm Walmsley, Tas 
1986-87 Nedlands Yacht Club, WA Karabos IV, Nick Rogers & Jason Mitchell, Tas 
1987-88 Kingston Beach Sailing Club, Tas Karabos V, Nick Rogers & Jason Mitchell, Tas 
1988-89 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW Sky III, David & Fiona Graney, Tas 
1989-90 Hervey Bay Sailing Club, Qld Black Falcon, Tom King & Marcus Daddo, Vic 
1990-91 Brighton & Seacliff Yacht Club, SA Cicada IV, Stephen McElwee & John Claridge, Tas 
1991-92 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Black Swan, Tim Fitzsimmons & James Kornweibel, WA 
1992-93 Princess Royal Sailing Club, WA Quicksilver, Kayne Binks & Nicole Briegel, WA 
1993-94 Chelsea Yacht Club, Vic Cicada IV, Stephen McElwee & Nick Tomlin, Tas 
1994-95 Mersey Yacht Club, Tas Ded-Ant, Daniel Keys & James Souter, ACT 
1995-96 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW More Rhubarb, Andrew Wright & Scott Herberte, Vic 
1996-97 Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club, Qld Cicada V, Stephen McElwee & John Fletcher, Tas 
1997-98 Henley Sailing Club, SA Black Magic, Damian Carey & Andrew Williams, SA 
1998-99 Fremantle Sailing Club, WA Xcel-Erate, Mark Padgett & John Fletcher, Tas 
1999-00 YMCA Sailing Club, ACT Sirocco, Justin Mann & Jonathon Clough, WA 
2000-01 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic Obsession, Glenn & Stephen Collings, Vic 
2001-02 Gosford Sailing Club, NSW Kamikaze II, Mark Barrington & Jessie Atherton, Tas 
2002-03 Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania, Tas Stealth, David Moore & Mathew Wilson, Tas 
2003-04 Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron, Qld Stealth, David Moore & Stuart Grant, Tas 
2004-05 Royal Freshwater Bay Yacht Club, WA Vigilante VII, Nick Davis & John Collova, WA 
2005-06 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Harmony, Lachlan & Paddy Gilbert, NSW 
2006-07 Royal Yacht Club of Victoria, Vic Stanley Crocodile, Lachlan & Alice Gilbert, NSW 
2007-08 Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Tas Kamikaze, Jessie Atherton & Katherine Maher, Tas 
2008-09 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW Stanley Crocodile, Lachlan & Finn Gilbert, NSW 
2009-10 Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club, Qld Kamikaze, Jessie Atherton & Katherine Maher, Tas 
2010-11 Princess Royal Sailing Club, WA Bombora, Paul & Austin Taylor, WA 
2011-12 Williamstown Sailing Club, Vic Bob, Anita Scott-Murphy & Ben Cruse, Vic 
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SUB-JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

NRMA Trophy 
for Mirror Sub-Junior Competition 
presented by the ACTMCA and NRMA 
at the 26

th
 Mirror Nationals 

1991-92 CANBERRA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sub-Junior Championship 
1

st
 Sub-Junior skipper and forward hand  

(skipper under 16 years at 31 December  
during season) 

Year Host Club Champion 
1988-89 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW No Worries, Cullen & Berin Hughes, ACT 
1989-90 Hervey Bay Sailing Club, Qld no championship 
1990-91 Brighton & Seacliff Yacht Club, SA no championship 
1991-92 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Geronimo, Lucy Mathews & Fleur Chapman, Vic 
1992-93 Princess Royal Sailing Club, WA Black Adder, Ben Durham & Brent Brittliffe, WA 
1993-94 Chelsea Yacht Club, Vic Steamed Up, Bjorn & Preben Nielsen, WA 
1994-95 Mersey Yacht Club, Tas Fast Forward, David Moore & Jeremy Warren, Tas 
1995-96 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW Rikitikitaka, Toby Masters & Timothy Slatter, WA 
1996-97 Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club, Qld Hi-Tech, Steven Kennedy & Melissa Wals, WA 
1997-98 Henley Sailing Club, SA Steamed Up, Preben Nielsen & Barnaby Ainsworth, WA 
1998-99 Fremantle Sailing Club, WA Shockwave, Bradley Deere & Robert Main, WA 
1999-00 YMCA Sailing Club, ACT Xcel-Erate, Tim Castles, David Castles & Lawrence Ashford, WA 

2000-01 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic Vigilante III, Mark O’Toole & Jack O’Mahony, WA 
2001-02 Gosford Sailing Club, NSW Critical Path, Evan Delaney & Erik Tveitnes, Vic 
2002-03 Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania, Tas Fast Forward, Chris Jacob & Marcel La Macchia, WA 
2003-04 Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron, Qld Vasco 2, Liam Wilson & Lloyd Casey, WA 
2004-05 Royal Freshwater Bay Yacht Club, WA Fast Forward, Leon Poutsma & Marcel La Macchia, WA 
2005-06 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Black Adder, Greta & Simon Carroll, WA 
2006-07 Royal Yacht Club of Victoria, Vic Rethoth, Rhys Witt & Andrew Reid, Tas 
2007-08 Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Tas Guppy Too, Tara Foster & Paddy Gilbert, NSW 
2008-09 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW Predator, Paddy Gilbert & Daniel Barnett, NSW 
2009-10 Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club, Qld Quickstep, Sienna Galante & Esther Taylor, WA 
2010-11 Princess Royal Sailing Club, WA Foxy Lady 3, Robbie Hunt & David McAully, Tas 
2011-12 Williamstown Sailing Club, Vic no championship 

 

1991-92 winners, Lucy Mathews & Fleur Chapman  
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JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

Canberra Cup 
for Mirror Junior Competition 
presented by the ACTMCA 
at the 11

th
 Mirror Nationals 

1976-77 CANBERRA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Junior Championship 
1

st
 Junior skipper and forward hand  

(skipper under 19 years at 31 December  
during season) 

Year Host Club Champion 
1966-67 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic Redwing, Bret Fletcher & John Sammons, Vic 
1967-68 Largs Bay Sailing Club, SA Tana, Andrew & Tina Jaffray, NSW 
1968-69 Woollahra Sailing Club, NSW Flame, Alan & Ian Collopy, NSW 
1969-70 Black Rock Yacht Club, Vic Nikki, Stephen Winnall & crew, Vic 
1970-71 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Miranda, John Prott & Colin Iken, WA 
1971-72 Brighton & Seacliff Yacht Club, SA Escapee, John & James Prott, WA 
1972-73 Bayview Yacht Racing Assoc, NSW Sugar, Martin White & John Rouche, Vic 
1973-74 Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Tas Rubber Duck, Heather Attrill & Tas Allen, Tas 
1974-75 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic  Frodo, Greg & Chris Snell, Vic 
1975-76 Nedlands Yacht Club, WA  Hushpower, Mark Armour & Mary Tulip, ACT 
1976-77 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT  Orion, Paul & Maree Molnar, Tas 
1977-78 Brighton & Seacliff Yacht Club, SA Gribeley, Michael & Tony Pointon, Vic 
1978-79 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic  Michelangelo, Greg Stephenson & crew, Vic 
1979-80 Nedlands Yacht Club, WA The Aussie Flyer, Ken Sclater & Doug Lilford, WA 
1980-81 Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Tas Black Magic, Craig & David Stewart, SA 
1981-82 Bayview Yacht Racing Assoc, NSW The Brilliant, Libby Frayne & Justin Hollyock, WA 
1982-83 Sandgate Yacht Club, Qld Argo, William Roberts & Clint Whitehorn, SA 
1983-84 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT The Gaffer, Robbie Frayne & Tim Roberts, WA 
1984-85 Grange Sailing Club, SA Intrepid, Paul Eldrid & Peter Mais, WA 
1985-86 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic Moya, Duncan McGlashan & Adrian Wilde, Tas 
1986-87 Nedlands Yacht Club, WA Intrepid, Paul Eldrid & Troy Storer, WA 
1987-88 Kingston Beach Sailing Club, Tas Strider, Drew Mudaliar & Andrew Buckley, Tas 
1988-89 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW Black Falcon, Craig Plant & Jarrod Stott, Vic 
1989-90 Hervey Bay Sailing Club, Qld Top Mark, Luke Dillon & Michael Pilkington. WA 
1990-91 Brighton & Seacliff Yacht Club, SA Black Falcon, Tom King & Jason Howitt, Vic 
1991-92 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Prime Design, Philip & Ben Dunstan, WA 
1992-93 Princess Royal Sailing Club, WA Leading Edge, Kane Williamson & John Collova, WA 
1993-94 Chelsea Yacht Club, Vic Sh-it Happens, Chris & J’Arne Dance, Vic 
1994-95 Mersey Yacht Club, Tas Black Adder, Guy Jeffrey & John Sutherland, WA 
1995-96 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW Wizard, Damien & Jarad West, Qld 
1996-97 Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club, Qld Fast Forward, David Moore & Luke Baker, Tas 
1997-98 Henley Sailing Club, SA Hi-Tech, Steven Kennedy & Peter Murray, WA 
1998-99 Fremantle Sailing Club, WA Hi-Tech, Steven Kennedy & Simon Grannery, WA 
1999-00 YMCA Sailing Club, ACT Stingray, Torvar Mirsky & Chris Jacob, WA 
2000-01 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic No Chance, Torvar Mirsky & Cameron Wallis, WA 
2001-02 Gosford Sailing Club, NSW Tank Girl, Lachlan & Timothy Gibbs, Qld 
2002-03 Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania, Tas Time ‘n’ Tide, Andrew Joyce & Craig Erwin, Tas 
2003-04 Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron, Qld Vigilante V, Caroline Pitt & John Collova, WA 
2004-05 Royal Freshwater Bay Yacht Club, WA Steamed Up, Stephen Locke & Lois Pickering, WA 
2005-06 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Wizard, Andrew Turnbull & Tom Wilson, Qld 
2006-07 Royal Yacht Club of Victoria, Vic Kamikaze, Jessie Atherton & Katherine Maher, Tas 
2007-08 Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Tas Foxy Lady III, Alexander Hunt & David McAulley, Tas 
2008-09 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW Kamikaze, Jessie Atherton & Katherine Maher, Tas 
2009-10 Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club, Qld Bombora, Lawson & Austin Taylor, WA 
2010-11 Princess Royal Sailing Club, WA Lightning Strike, Kiernan Murnane & Mani Guintoli, WA 
2011-12 Williamstown Sailing Club, Vic no championship 
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LADIES CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

Australian Airlines Trophy 
for Mirror Ladies Competition 
presented by Australian Airlines 
at the 19

th
 Mirror Nationals 

1984-85 ADELAIDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ladies Championship 
1

st
 Lady skipper and forward hand  

(forward hand need not be a female) 

Year Host Club Champion 
1966-67 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic Yvonne, Carolyne Holt & Bill Ross, Vic 
1967-68 Largs Bay Sailing Club, SA no championship 
1968-69 Woollahra Sailing Club, NSW Bolero, Meryl Chard & crew, NT 
1969-70 Black Rock Yacht Club, Vic Bolero, Meryl Chard & crew, NT 
1970-71 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Bathilda, Tina Jaffray & Cathy Bond, NSW 
1971-72 Brighton & Seacliff Yacht Club, SA Gointer, Lois & Marianne Hart, Vic 
1972-73 Bayview Yacht Racing Assoc, NSW Bad News, Edwina & Bronwyn Phillips, NSW 
1973-74 Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Tas no championship 
1974-75 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic  Charybdis, Susan Roberts & Kerry Steinberg, SA 
1975-76 Nedlands Yacht Club, WA  Charybdis, Susan Roberts & Simon Barrow, SA 
1976-77 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT  no championship 
1977-78 Brighton & Seacliff Yacht Club, SA Scylla, Susan Roberts & Simon Barrow, SA 
1978-79 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic  Tuna, Amanda & Diana Nutting, Vic 
1979-80 Nedlands Yacht Club, WA The Owl and the Pussy Cat, Kim & Terry Adams, Tas 
1980-81 Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Tas Jonathan Livingston, Christine Adams & Wes Imms, Tas 
1981-82 Bayview Yacht Racing Assoc, NSW The Brilliant, Libby Frayne & Justin Hollyock, WA 
1982-83 Sandgate Yacht Club, Qld Argo, Stephanie & Jacqui Giles, ACT 
1983-84 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Argo, Stephanie & Jacqui Giles, ACT 
1984-85 Grange Sailing Club, SA Gremlin, Michelle Eldrid & Jodie Bishop, WA 
1985-86 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic Gremlin, Michelle Eldrid & Emma Graham, WA 
1986-87 Nedlands Yacht Club, WA Gremlin, Michelle Eldrid & Emma Graham, WA 
1987-88 Kingston Beach Sailing Club, Tas Rangare II, Jacinta Scott & Jonathan Li, Tas 
1988-89 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW Stockade, Fiona & Cathy Riches, WA 
1989-90 Hervey Bay Sailing Club, Qld Rangare II, Jacinta Scott & Jonathan Li, Tas 
1990-91 Brighton & Seacliff Yacht Club, SA Rangare II, Jacinta Scott & Jonathan Li, Tas 
1991-92 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Geronimo, Lucy Mathews & Fleur Chapman, Vic 
1992-93 Princess Royal Sailing Club, WA Geronimo, Lucy Mathews & Fleur Chapman, Vic 
1993-94 Chelsea Yacht Club, Vic Geronimo, Lucy Mathews & Fleur Chapman, Vic 
1994-95 Mersey Yacht Club, Tas Li’l Apple, Stephanie Tomlin & Jane Dennis, Tas 
1995-96 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW Export Roo, Sarah Lord & Anna Howe, WA 
1996-97 Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club, Qld Stingray, Julie & David Meehan, WA 
1997-98 Henley Sailing Club, SA Taking Off, Kate & Lauren Myers, WA 
1998-99 Fremantle Sailing Club, WA Octopussy, Ellen & Jean Russell, ACT 
1999-00 YMCA Sailing Club, ACT Harmony, Kate & Peter Russell, ACT 
2000-01 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic Steamed Up, Jessica Eastwell & Adam Martin, WA 
2001-02 Gosford Sailing Club, NSW Carpe Diem, Jenny Graney & Maggie Given, Tas 
2002-03 Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania, Tas Harmony, Ellen & Kate Russell, ACT 
2003-04 Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron, Qld Harmony, Kate Russell & Sarah Butler, ACT 
2004-05 Royal Freshwater Bay Yacht Club, WA Taking Off, Caroline Pitt & Katelyn Farwell, WA 
2005-06 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Carpe Diem, Jenny Graney & Daniel Parry, Tas 
2006-07 Royal Yacht Club of Victoria, Vic Reflections, Rebecca Price & Shelly Robinson, Qld 
2007-08 Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Tas Carpe Diem, Jenny Graney & Daniel McAully, Tas 
2008-09 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW Stealth, Anita Scott-Murphy & Ben Cruse, Vic 
2009-10 Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club, Qld Arrow, Rebecca Price & Luke Ziebarth, Qld 
2010-11 Princess Royal Sailing Club, WA Kamikaze, Jessie Atherton & Katherine Maher, Tas 
2011-12 Williamstown Sailing Club, Vic Jazze, Tara Foster & Celia May, NSW 
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VETERANS CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

RetireInvest Trophy 
for Mirror Veterans Competition 
presented by Mal Hutton, RetireInvest Pty Ltd 
at the 25

th
 Mirror Nationals 

1990-91 ADELAIDE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Veterans Championship 
1

st
 Veteran skipper and forward hand  

(skipper over 45 years at 31 December during 
season, forward hand need not be a veteran) 

Year Host Club Champion 
1972-73 Bayview Yacht Racing Assoc, NSW Camira, Dick & Vicki White, Vic 
1973-74 Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Tas Nimrod, Ian & Grant Nichols, Vic 
1974-75 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic  Nimrod, Ian & Grant Nichols, Vic 
1975-76 Nedlands Yacht Club, WA  Thoth, Norm Deane & Sally Ludford, Tas 
1976-77 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT  Thoth, Norm Deane & Sally Ludford, Tas 
1977-78 Brighton & Seacliff Yacht Club, SA Argo, Peter & Lesley Roberts, SA 
1978-79 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic  Geronimo, Warren & Adele Parker, Vic 
1979-80 Nedlands Yacht Club, WA Thoth, Norm Deane & Phillipa O’Meagher, Tas 
1980-81 Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Tas Good News, Ian Nichols & Anthony Allen, Vic 
1981-82 Bayview Yacht Racing Assoc, NSW Rethoth, Norm Deane & Sue Adams, Tas 
1982-83 Sandgate Yacht Club, Qld Moonbi, Mark Brice & Mike Easton, Qld 
1983-84 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Frodo, Bill & Melissa Dooley, Vic 
1984-85 Grange Sailing Club, SA Frodos Image, Bill & Melissa Dooley, Vic 
1985-86 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic Rethoth, Norm Deane & Scott Rappl, Tas 
1986-87 Nedlands Yacht Club, WA Rethoth, Norm Deane & Felicity Ranson, Tas 
1987-88 Kingston Beach Sailing Club, Tas Rascas II, Malcolm McDougall & Mark Van DenBurg, Tas 
1988-89 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW Rethoth, Norm Deane & Laurence Barrington, Tas 
1989-90 Hervey Bay Sailing Club, Qld Rethoth, Norm Deane & Fiona Bruce, Tas 
1990-91 Brighton & Seacliff Yacht Club, SA Tramuntana, Bob & Scott Wright, SA 
1991-92 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Tramuntana, Bob & Scott Wright, SA 
1992-93 Princess Royal Sailing Club, WA Last Shift, Hanke Olde & Arran Swats, WA 
1993-94 Chelsea Yacht Club, Vic Triple A, Norm Deane & Laurence Barrington, Tas 
1994-95 Mersey Yacht Club, Tas Triple A, Norm Deane & Laurence Barrington, Tas 
1995-96 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW Tobemory, Peter & Jeffrey Wright, Vic 
1996-97 Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club, Qld Triple A, Norm Deane & Jenny Graney, Tas 
1997-98 Henley Sailing Club, SA Dry Red, Bob & Scott Wright, SA 
1998-99 Fremantle Sailing Club, WA Kamikaze, Mark Barrington & Joshua Phillips, Tas 
1999-00 YMCA Sailing Club, ACT Ready, Robin & Lyndell Ford, NSW 
2000-01 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic Kamikaze, Mark Barrington & Jessie Atherton, Tas 
2001-02 Gosford Sailing Club, NSW Sky III, David & Mathew Graney, Tas 
2002-03 Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania, Tas Offside, Geoff & Tristan Brown, WA 
2003-04 Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron, Qld Offside, Geoff & Tristan Brown, WA 
2004-05 Royal Freshwater Bay Yacht Club, WA No Chance, Geoff & Tristan Brown, WA 
2005-06 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Kamikaze II, Mark Barrington & Hugh Gallagher, Tas 
2006-07 Royal Yacht Club of Victoria, Vic Kamikaze II, Mark Barrington & Seb Spinks, Tas 
2007-08 Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Tas Xcel-Erate, Paul & Austin Taylor, WA 
2008-09 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW Kamikaze II, Mark Barrington & Molly Hutton, Tas 
2009-10 Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club, Qld Money Box, Greg & Ben Field, NSW 
2010-11 Princess Royal Sailing Club, WA Black Jack, John & Jesse Dransfield, NSW 
2011-12 Williamstown Sailing Club, Vic Bad Wolf, Stephen Foster & Lesley Scott, NSW 
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MASTERS CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

Norm Deane Trophy 
for Mirror Masters Competition 
presented by Steve Walker Sails 
at the 35

th
 Mirror Nationals 

2001-02 MELBOURNE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Masters Championship 
1

st
 Master skipper and forward hand  

(skipper over 55 years at 31 December during  
season, forward hand need not be a master) 

Year Host Club Champion 
2000-01 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic Magic Mirror, Geoff Conquer & Mathew Ernst, Qld 
2001-02 Gosford Sailing Club, NSW Jaffa, David & Joyce Hall, Vic 
2002-03 Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania, Tas Foxy Lady, George Fish & Jamee Saunders, Tas 
2003-04 Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron, Qld Panther, Marcus Randall & Lachlan Price, Qld 
2004-05 Royal Freshwater Bay Yacht Club, WA Sea Joule, Celia May & Julie Holmes, NSW 
2005-06 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Sea Joule, Celia May & Thorsten Hapfauf, NSW 
2006-07 Royal Yacht Club of Victoria, Vic Sea Joule, Celia May & Julia Baird, NSW 
2007-08 Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Tas All Fired Up, Roger Orr & Max Davey, Tas 
2008-09 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW Carpe Diem, Jenny Graney & Daniel McAulley, Tas 
2009-10 Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club, Qld Binge Thinking, Mark & Hugh Phillips, NSW 
2010-11 Princess Royal Sailing Club, WA Kamikaze II, Mark Barrington & Thomas Howell, Tas 
2011-12 Williamstown Sailing Club, Vic Stealth, Glenn Charlesworth & Monty Herbert-Morgan, Vic 

 
AUS coaches at 2003 Hobart World Championships (from left) Mick Ralph and Steve Walker 
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FAMILY CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

Frank Buxton Trophy 
for Best Family Performance 
presented by the MCAA 
at the 7

th
 Mirror Nationals 

1972-73 SYDNEY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Family Championship 
1

st
 Family skipper and forward hand  

(crew of yacht to consist of parent and child  
of the same immediate family; child to be under  
16 years at 31 December during season) 

Year Host Club Champion 
1972-73 Bayview Yacht Racing Assoc, NSW Langi, Bill & Annabel Jaffray, NSW 
1973-74 Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Tas Suzy Too, Frank & Debbie Eaton, Vic 
1974-75 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic  Grampus, Alan & Russell Cichero, ACT 
1975-76 Nedlands Yacht Club, WA  Gypsy, Des & Brian Clark, Tas 
1976-77 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT  Nereus, Alan & Joanne Cichero, Vic 
1977-78 Brighton & Seacliff Yacht Club, SA Nereus, Alan & Joanne Cichero, Vic 
1978-79 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic  Rear View, Ross & Zane Whitehorn, SA 
1979-80 Nedlands Yacht Club, WA Rear View, Ross & Zane Whitehorn, SA 
1980-81 Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Tas Rear View, Ross & Zane Whitehorn, SA 
1981-82 Bayview Yacht Racing Assoc, NSW Frodo, Bill, Debra & Melissa Dooley, Vic 
1982-83 Sandgate Yacht Club, Qld Rear View, Ross & Zane Whitehorn, SA 
1983-84 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Svelte, Gordon & Reid Armstrong, Tas 
1984-85 Grange Sailing Club, SA Svelte, Gordon & Reid Armstrong, Tas 
1985-86 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic Kathleen, Mark & Alexia Barrington, Tas 
1986-87 Nedlands Yacht Club, WA Kathleen, Mark, Alexia & Laurence Barrington, Tas 
1987-88 Kingston Beach Sailing Club, Tas Sky III, David, Suzie & Fiona Graney, Tas 
1988-89 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW Simply Living, Stuart & Richard Allan, ACT 
1989-90 Hervey Bay Sailing Club, Qld Octopussy, Graeme & Alan Dennett, ACT 
1990-91 Brighton & Seacliff Yacht Club, SA Tramuntana, Bob & Scott Wright, SA 
1991-92 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Tramuntana, Bob & Scott Wright, SA 
1992-93 Princess Royal Sailing Club, WA B52, Steve & Jessica Dowie, WA 
1993-94 Chelsea Yacht Club, Vic Kamikaze, Mark & Phillipa Barrington, Tas 
1994-95 Mersey Yacht Club, Tas Kamikaze Desu, Mark & Phillipa Barrington, Tas 
1995-96 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW Harmony, Peter & Kate Russell, ACT 
1996-97 Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club, Qld Anchors Away Popeye, Alan & William Short, Tas 
1997-98 Henley Sailing Club, SA Anchors Away Popeye, Alan & William Short, Tas 
1998-99 Fremantle Sailing Club, WA Harmony, Peter & Kate Russell, ACT 
1999-00 YMCA Sailing Club, ACT Critical Path, Shane, Glen & Evan Delaney, Vic 
2000-01 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic Jaws II, Andrew & James Sutherland, Vic 
2001-02 Gosford Sailing Club, NSW Menace, Andrew, William & James Sutherland, Vic 
2002-03 Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania, Tas No Chance, Glenn & Lloyd Collings, Vic 
2003-04 Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron, Qld Fizz, Quentin & Alexander Hunt, Tas 
2004-05 Royal Freshwater Bay Yacht Club, WA Quick Step II, Paul & Lawson Taylor, WA 
2005-06 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Fria II, Rick & Carmen Longbottom, ACT 
2006-07 Royal Yacht Club of Victoria, Vic Menace, Andrew & Fraser Sutherland, Vic 
2007-08 Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Tas Stanley Crocodile, Lachlan & Alice Gilbert, NSW 
2008-09 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW Jukebox, Greg & Ben Field, NSW 
2009-10 Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club, Qld Stealth, Anita Scott-Murphy & Ben Cruse, Vic 
2010-11 Princess Royal Sailing Club, WA Stanley Crocodile, Lachlan & Finn Gilbert, NSW 
2011-12 Williamstown Sailing Club, Vic Sponge Bob Square Boat, Mark & Hugh Phillips, NSW 
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CRUISERWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

Montrose Bay Trophy 
for Mirror Cruiserweight Competition 
presented by the NSWMCA 
at the 42

nd
 Mirror Nationals 

2007-08 MONTROSE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cruiserweight Championship 
1

st
 Cruiserweight skipper and forward hand  

(crew with combined weight over 130kg  
measured of registration) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year Host Club Champion 
1991-92 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Rikitikitaka, Andrew Moore & Lana Johnson, WA 
1992-93 Princess Royal Sailing Club, WA Steppenwolf, David Pilbeam & David Carpenter, WA 
1993-94 Chelsea Yacht Club, Vic One Step Beyond, Andrew & Cathy MacIntyre, NSW 
1994-95 Mersey Yacht Club, Tas Foxy Lady, Phillip Bennett & Nicholas Tomlin, Tas 
1995-96 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW Bushfire II, Rod, Lisa & Stephen Thomas, Vic 
1996-97 Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club, Qld Cookaburra II, John & Kathryn Cook, Qld 
1997-98 Henley Sailing Club, SA Dry Red, Bob & Scott Wright, SA 
1998-99 Fremantle Sailing Club, WA Scud II, Bruce & Bradley Utting, WA 
1999-00 YMCA Sailing Club, ACT Jesse James, Ron & Peter Fry, SA 
2000-01 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic Jesse James, Ron Fry & Glenn David, SA 
2001-02 Gosford Sailing Club, NSW Octopussy, Ellen Russell & Kathryn Cook, ACT 
2002-03 Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania, Tas Star-Bellied Sneetch, Neil & Douglas Shepherd, Tas 
2003-04 Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron, Qld Ready, Robin & Lyndell Ford, NSW  
2004-05 Royal Freshwater Bay Yacht Club, WA Ded-Ant, Phil & Cara Stewart, NSW 
2005-06 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Octopussy, Nicholas Faulks & Alessia Santasrossa, ACT 
2006-07 Royal Yacht Club of Victoria, Vic Guppy Too, Stephen & Tara Foster, NSW 
2007-08 Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Tas Sky III, Thomas & Rex Henderson, WA (above) 
2008-09 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW Spooky, Jeejee & Jessica Unwalla, NSW 
2009-10 Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club, Qld Aqua Holic, Anthony & Hugo Galante, WA 
2010-11 Princess Royal Sailing Club, WA Knot Too Risky, Paul Terry & Sara Batten, WA 
2011-12 Williamstown Sailing Club, Vic Precious Moments, Andrew Keil & Danil Duplyakin, Vic 
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HARMONY CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

Harmony Championship 
presented by the MCAQ 
at the 24

th
 Mirror Nationals 

1989-90 HERVEY BAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Harmony Championship 
1

st
 Harmony skipper and forward hand  

(crew to be husband and wife). 
 

Mirror sailing in Australia has been enjoyed by  
many families, often with dad and mum sailing  
together, or with their children. Couples such as 
Colin and Pam Mews (Vic), Ian and Rhonda  
Kingsford Smith (NSW), David and Mary Lawry  
(Vic), Bob and Helen Wright (SA) and David and  
Jenny Graney (Tas) were Mirror champion sailors  
prior to the presentation of the Harmony  
Championship by the MCAQ in 1990. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vanessa, Colin & Pam Mews (Vic) 
1975 Melbourne Nationals 

Year Host Club Champion 
1989-90 Hervey Bay Sailing Club, Qld Kaelle, Peter & Jean Russell, ACT 
1990-91 Brighton & Seacliff Yacht Club, SA no championship 
1991-92 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Harmony, Peter & Jean Russell, ACT 
1992-93 Princess Royal Sailing Club, WA Harmony, Peter & Jean Russell, ACT 
1993-94 Chelsea Yacht Club, Vic Harmony, Peter & Jean Russell, ACT (above) 
1994-95 Mersey Yacht Club, Tas Harmony, Peter & Jean Russell, ACT 
1995-96 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW Virgo, Michael & Betty Chapman, Vic 
1996-97 Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club, Qld Ready, Robin & Lyndell Ford, NSW 
1997-98 Henley Sailing Club, SA Ready, Robin & Lyndell Ford, NSW 
1998-99 Fremantle Sailing Club, WA Cicada IV, Duncan McGlashan & Samantha Brown, Tas 
1999-00 YMCA Sailing Club, ACT Jabiru, Cliff & Lesley Scott, Vic 
2000-01 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic Ready, Robin & Lyndell Ford, NSW 
2001-02 Gosford Sailing Club, NSW Ready, Robin & Lyndell Ford, NSW 
2002-03 Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania, Tas Steppenwolf, David & Ros Pilbeam, WA 
2003-04 Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron, Qld Temeraire, Brett Buckley & Amanda Kennedy, Qld 
2004-05 Royal Freshwater Bay Yacht Club, WA no championship 
2005-06 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Reflections, John & Elizabeth Price, Qld 
2006-07 Royal Yacht Club of Victoria, Vic no championship 
2007-08 Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Tas no championship 
2008-09 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW no championship 
2009-10 Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club, Qld Temeraire, Keith & Rita Buckley, Qld 
2010-11 Princess Royal Sailing Club, WA no championship 
2011-12 Williamstown Sailing Club, Vic no championship 
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SIBLINGS CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

Siblings Championship 
presented by the MCAWA 
at the 33

rd
 Mirror Nationals 

1998-99 FREMANTLE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Siblings Championship 
1

st
 Sibling skipper and forward hand  

(crew to be siblings under 19 years  
at 31 December during season). 

Mirror sailing in Australia has also been enjoyed by the children of many families sailing together. Brothers 
and/or sisters such as Andrew and Tina Jaffray (NSW), John and James Prott (WA), Martin and Scott White 
(Vic), Greg and Mark Willcock (WA), Stephanie & Jacqui Giles (ACT), Dean and Brooke Dixon (WA), 
Mitchell and Felicity Ranson (Tas), Cullen and Berin Hughes (ACT), Philip and Ben Dunstan (WA), Chris 
and J’Arne Dance (Vic), Julie and David Meehan (WA) and John and Kathryn Cook (Qld) were Mirror 
champion sailors prior to the presentation of the Siblings Championship by the MCAWA in 1999. 

Year Host Club Champion 
1998-99 Fremantle Sailing Club, WA Fast Forward, Luke & Andrew Padgett, Tas 
1999-00 YMCA Sailing Club, ACT Leading Edge III, David & Caroline Pitt, WA 
2000-01 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic Black Adder, Nicholas & Michael Murray, WA 
2001-02 Gosford Sailing Club, NSW Wizard, Andrew & Nicole Turnbull, Qld 
2002-03 Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania, Tas Wizard, Andrew & Nicole Turnbull, Qld 
2003-04 Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron, Qld Arrow, Jack & Rebecca Price, Qld 
2004-05 Royal Freshwater Bay Yacht Club, WA no championship 
2005-06 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT no championship 
2006-07 Royal Yacht Club of Victoria, Vic no championship 
2007-08 Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Tas Mellon Collie, Rebecca & Megan Price, Qld (above) 
2008-09 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW Arrow, Rebecca & Megan Price, Qld 
2009-10 Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club, Qld no championship 
2010-11 Princess Royal Sailing Club, WA no championship 
2011-12 Williamstown Sailing Club, Vic no championship 

 
Mellon Collie, Rebecca & Megan Price (Qld) 2008 Hobart Nationals 
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INVITATION RACE 
 

Cliff Scott Invitation Trophy 
for Mirror Invitation Race Competition 
presented by MCAQ 
at the 38

th
 Mirror Nationals 

2003-04 BRISBANE 
 
 
 
 
 

Invitation Trophy 
1

st
 skipper and forward hand 

Year Host Club Champion 
1966-67 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic Nimrod, Ian & Grant Nichols, Vic 
1967-68 Largs Bay Sailing Club, SA Frobisher, Martin & Trudi Best, Vic 
1968-69 Woollahra Sailing Club, NSW T’quila Too, Ian & Rhonda Kingsford Smith, NSW 
1969-70 Black Rock Yacht Club, Vic Abigail, Rex Fettell & Robbie Nichols, Vic 

(Tie)  Nimrod, Ian & Grant Nichols, Vic 
1970-71 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Debonair, Ken & Peter Raphael, Vic 
1971-72 Brighton & Seacliff Yacht Club, SA Escapee, John & James Prott, WA 
1972-73 Bayview Yacht Racing Assoc, NSW Escapee, John & James Prott, WA 
1973-74 Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Tas Vanessa, Colin & Pam Mews, Vic 
1974-75 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic  abandoned 
1975-76 Nedlands Yacht Club, WA  Riot, Vince Hudson & Noel Hutton, WA 
1976-77 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT  Jonathan Livingston, Max Barcham & Denise White, WA 
1977-78 Brighton & Seacliff Yacht Club, SA Good News, Grant & Andrew Nichols, Vic 
1978-79 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic  Suromira, Rod Viney & Nick McKim, Tas 
1979-80 Nedlands Yacht Club, WA Shadow, Simon Jackson & Andrew Hales, UK 
1980-81 Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Tas The Gaffer, Robert Frayne & Simon Butterworth, WA 
1981-82 Bayview Yacht Racing Assoc, NSW Rear View, Ross, Zane & Clint Whitehorn, SA 
1982-83 Sandgate Yacht Club, Qld Karabos II, Nick Rodgers & Philip McKay, Tas 
1983-84 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Rascas, Malcolm McDougall & Aaron Staveley, Tas 
1984-85 Grange Sailing Club, SA Coldy, Colin McDonald & Greg Wise, SA 
1985-86 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic Sky III, David Graney & Malcolm Walmsley, Tas 
1986-87 Nedlands Yacht Club, WA Karabos IV, Nick Rogers & Jason Mitchell, Tas 
1987-88 Kingston Beach Sailing Club, Tas Karabos V, Nick Rogers & Jason Mitchell, Tas 
1988-89 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW Black Falcon, Craig Plant & Jarrod Stott, Vic 
1989-90 Hervey Bay Sailing Club, Qld Double Vision, Stephen McElwee & John Claridge, Tas 
1990-91 Brighton & Seacliff Yacht Club, SA Cicada IV, Stephen McElwee & John Claridge, Tas 
1991-92 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Black Swan, Tim Fitzsimmons & James Kornweibel, WA 
1992-93 Princess Royal Sailing Club, WA Black Swan, Nick Grey & Tim Houghton, WA 
1993-94 Chelsea Yacht Club, Vic abandoned 
1994-95 Mersey Yacht Club, Tas Ded-Ant, Daniel Keys & James Souter, ACT 
1995-96 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW Anchors Away Popeye, Alan & William Short, Tas 
1996-97 Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club, Qld Cicada V, Stephen McElwee & John Fletcher, Tas 
1997-98 Henley Sailing Club, SA Black Magic, Damian Carey & Andrew Williams, SA 
1998-99 Fremantle Sailing Club, WA abandoned 
1999-00 YMCA Sailing Club, ACT Sirocco, Justin Mann & Jonathon Clough, WA 
2000-01 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic Black Adder, Nicholas & Michael Murray, WA 
2001-02 Gosford Sailing Club, NSW Kamikaze II, Mark Barrington & Jessie Atherton, Tas 
2002-03 Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania, Tas Foxy Lady III, George Fish & Jamee Saunders, Tas 
2003-04 Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron, Qld Stealth, David Moore & Stuart Grant, Tas 
2004-05 Royal Freshwater Bay Yacht Club, WA Vigilante VII, Nick Davis & John Collova, WA 
2005-06 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Harmony, Lachlan & Paddy Gilbert, NSW 
2006-07 Royal Yacht Club of Victoria, Vic Kamikaze II, Mark Barrington & Seb Spinks, Tas 
2007-08 Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Tas Xcel-Erate, Paul & Austin Taylor, WA 
2008-09 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW Stanley Crocodile, Lachlan & Finn Gilbert, NSW 
2009-10 Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club, Qld Kamikaze, Jessie Atherton & Katherine Maher, Tas 
2010-11 Princess Royal Sailing Club, WA Stanley Crocodile, Lachlan & Finn Gilbert, NSW 
2011-12 Williamstown Sailing Club, Vic  Bob, Anita Scott-Murphy & Ben Cruse, Vic 
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TEAMS CHAMPIONSHIP 

 
Canberra Times Trophy 
for Mirror Dinghy Interstate Competition 
presented by the ACTMCA and Canberra Times 
at the 18

th
 Mirror Nationals 

1983-84 CANBERRA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Canberra Times Trophy 
1

st
 State Team based on sum of results for best  

5 boats. For States represented by less than 5  
boats in the championship, each boat less than  
five will be scored points for the finishing place one 
more than the worst scoring boat for any State.   
Ties will not be broken. 

Year Host Club Champion 

1983-84 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Tasmania 
1984-85 Grange Sailing Club, SA Western Australia 
1985-86 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic Tasmania 
1986-87 Nedlands Yacht Club, WA Western Australia 
1987-88 Kingston Beach Sailing Club, Tas Tasmania 
1988-89 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW Victoria 
1989-90 Hervey Bay Sailing Club, Qld Tasmania 
1990-91 Brighton & Seacliff Yacht Club, SA Western Australia 
1991-92 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Australian Capital Territory 
1992-93 Princess Royal Sailing Club, WA Western Australia 
1993-94 Chelsea Yacht Club, Vic Tasmania 
1994-95 Mersey Yacht Club, Tas Tasmania 
1995-96 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW Victoria 
1996-97 Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club, Qld Tasmania 
1997-98 Henley Sailing Club, SA Western Australia 
1998-99 Fremantle Sailing Club, WA Western Australia 
1999-00 YMCA Sailing Club, ACT Western Australia 
2000-01 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic Western Australia 
2001-02 Gosford Sailing Club, NSW Victoria 
2002-03 Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania, Tas Tasmania 
2003-04 Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron, Qld Queensland 
2004-05 Royal Freshwater Bay Yacht Club, WA Western Australia 
2005-06 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT Australian Capital Territory 
2006-07 Royal Yacht Club of Victoria, Vic Tasmania 
2007-08 Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Tas Tasmania 
2008-09 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW New South Wales 
2009-10 Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club, Qld New South Wales 
2010-11 Princess Royal Sailing Club, WA Western Australia 
2011-12 Williamstown Sailing Club, Vic New South Wales 
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THOTH ASHES 
reprinted from the Annual Cricket Match, MCAWA, 1992 
 
The annual cricket match has now become something of an institution at the Nationals, but it has its origins 
only in 1980. The first cricket match was an impromptu affair, played on the front lawn outside Nedlands 
Yacht Club on 1

st
 January 1980, and was a natural extension of New Year's revelry. While some 

participants thought that WA was taking on the rest, others thought that it was Australia versus the rest of 
the World, the rest being assisted by the Tasmanians. History has it that the Tasmanians and the World 
managed to hold their side together to win by one run. 
 
About a week after this match, Norm Deane's boat Thoth (the 
reckoner of time) suffered terminal damage at the hands of 
Australian National Railways but the battered remains made it 
back to Tasmania. At the following Nationals, held at Montrose 
Bay YC, Thoth's remains were ceremoniously cremated and the 
ashes packed in a small wooden urn to form a perpetual "Ashes" 
trophy for the annual competition between the home state and the 
Rest of Australia. 
 

Thoth Ashes Trophy 
The trophy was inaugurated at the 15

th
 Australian Mirror 

Championship at Montrose Bay Yacht Club and was won by 
Tasmania. The trophy is in the form of a Huon Pine Urn, 
something similar to the famous "Ashes" trophy. It contains a 
portion of the ashes of Norm Deane's Mirror Thoth, which was 
destroyed while returning from active service in the West at the 
14

th
 Australian Mirror Championship in Perth. 

 
The trophy is a perpetual trophy, to be awarded to the winner of 
the Annual Cricket Match to be held on New Year's Day, at a 
venue designated by the Host State. The competition is to be 
between two teams of Mirror sailors, family and friends; one 
selected from the Host State and the other from "The Rest of 
Australia". There is no limit to the number of members of the 
teams, so long as they are reasonably even. Should "The Rest of 
Australia” win the match; the trophy will be held for that year by 
the President of the MCAA. If the Host State wins, the trophy shall 
be held by the President of the MCA of that State. The trophy is to 
be presented with all other trophies at the Presentation Dinner.  

 
The Thoth Ashes Cricket Match at the 2006 Canberra Nationals 
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MIRROR T-SHIRTS 
 
Collecting Championship t-shirts has been an enjoyable activity for Mirror sailors of all ages at each event.  
 

 
 

VICTORIA 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

1992 Canberra Nationals 
 
The Thomas family – 
Stephen, Mandy, Geoffrey, 
Rod and Lisa matching  
t-shirts with a Black  
Mountain background 
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NEW SOUTH WALES 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

TASMANIA 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

QUEENSLAND 
2004 (inspired by the imaginative portrait heads of 16

th
 century Italian painter Giuseppe Arcimboldo) and 

2010 (inspired by the rising/setting sun on Lake Cootharaba) were designed by John Price 
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MIRROR CERTIFICATES 
Collecting National championship certificates gave everyone a memento as shown by this collection kindly 
donated by Jean Birt from Bobalong sailed by Bob, Lynda, Leanne and Glen Birt of Victoria.  
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6 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 1-46 
 

1 1966-67 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic 

2 1967-68 Largs Bay Sailing Club, SA 

3 1968-69 Woollahra Sailing Club, NSW 

4 1969-70 Black Rock Yacht Club, Vic 

5 1970-71 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT 

6 1971-72 Brighton & Seacliff Yacht Club, SA 

7 1972-73 Bayview Yacht Racing Assoc, NSW 

8 1973-74 Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Tas 

9 1974-75 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic  

10 1975-76 Nedlands Yacht Club, WA  

11 1976-77 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT  

12 1977-78 Brighton & Seacliff Yacht Club, SA 

13 1978-79 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic  

14 1979-80 Nedlands Yacht Club, WA 

15 1980-81 Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Tas 

16 1981-82 Bayview Yacht Racing Assoc, NSW 

17 1982-83 Sandgate Yacht Club, Qld 

18 1983-84 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT 

19 1984-85 Grange Sailing Club, SA 

20 1985-86 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic 

21 1986-87 Nedlands Yacht Club, WA 

22 1987-88 Kingston Beach Sailing Club, Tas 

23 1988-89 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW 

24 1989-90 Hervey Bay Sailing Club, Qld 

25 1990-91 Brighton & Seacliff Yacht Club, SA 

26 1991-92 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT 

27 1992-93 Princess Royal Sailing Club, WA 

28 1993-94 Chelsea Yacht Club, Vic 

29 1994-95 Mersey Yacht Club, Tas 

30 1995-96 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW 

31 1996-97 Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club, Qld 

32 1997-98 Henley Sailing Club, SA 

33 1998-99 Fremantle Sailing Club, WA 

34 1999-00 YMCA Sailing Club, ACT 

35 2000-01 Mordialloc Sailing Club, Vic 

36 2001-02 Gosford Sailing Club, NSW 

37 2002-03 Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania, Tas 

38 2003-04 Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron, Qld 

39 2004-05 Royal Freshwater Bay Yacht Club, WA 

40 2005-06 Canberra Yacht Club, ACT 

41 2006-07 Royal Yacht Club of Victoria, Vic 

42 2007-08 Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Tas 

43 2008-09 Balmoral Sailing Club, NSW 

44 2009-10 Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club, Qld 

45 2010-11 Princess Royal Sailing Club, WA 

46 2011-12 Williamstown Sailing Club, Vic 
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1967 MIRROR NATIONALS   1  
Mordialloc Sailing Club, Melbourne 
reprinted from Power Boat & Yachting, March 1967 
 

There are now more than 700 Mirror lightweight family sailors ploughing Australian waters, in less than three 
years since this blunt nosed wonder with the red sails reached our shores. The Mirror Class Association 
should feel well pleased with the successful first championship conducted by the Mordialloc Sailing Club, 
Victoria, and attended by 56 Mirrors. Mirror addicts include those like Ian Nichols, who with son Grant, took 
off the first Australian Championship. 
 
But there are also those like Rex Fettell who only took up sailing comparatively recently, and who with 
young Rob Nichols forward, finished third. A number of boats were crewed by a different member of the 
family in each heat - this is real family sailing! A successful idea was the decision to divide the entries into 
six divisions to maintain interest and this was achieved with fierce competition to hold divisional placings. 
 
The invitation race on 27

th
 December 1966 was held in perfect weather, and saw Ian and Grant Nichols win 

from two Black Rock juniors, Bret Fletcher and John Sammons in Redwing, in a close finish.  

 
The following day, Wednesday, saw postponement of the morning race until there was a little wind, and 
even then it was only just possible for Nimrod (Ian Nichols) to get around within the three hours time limit. 
Second place in this race went to Mike Holt's Quicksilver. Third in the first race was Cygnet Colin and Pam 

Mews. This heat provided some news which should be writ large in all the yachting magazines. Someone in 
a championship made a costly sporting gesture! Baja, sailed by Bill and Penelope Jaffray, and all the way 
from NSW, was challenging the winner Nimrod throughout the race, but because Ian Nichols couldn’t get his 

spinnaker up they sportingly declined to fly their pocket hanker-chief, which cost them the race as they 
finished in fourth place. 
 
The second heat was delayed till 3.30. No wind even then, but a dark line on the horizon told of better things 
to come. The squall hit on the second spinnaker leg, with great confusion following. However, only two 
capsized. Abigail Rex Fettell and Rob Nichols won the race in rough conditions from Quicksilver and Cygnet 

in another close finish.  
 
Thursday saw better conditions with a steady breeze. Quicksilver, leading on points at this stage hit the first 
mark and retired. Nimrod had some bad luck when the spinnaker halyard fouled and Ian Nichols climbed the 
mast. The resulting capsize caused some delay. He battled to regain the lead but Abigail stayed in front and 
the results were Abigail first, Nimrod second, and Redwing third 
 
In the Friday morning race there was no wind, and the race was postponed. When they did get going it was 
in a light southerly which died leaving all but the two leaders at the mercy of the tide. Nimrod won again with 
Fleck, sailed by Frank Buxton (Mirror President) with Ray Buxton, second. The valiant Baja was third. The 

afternoon fifth race began in a light southerly which later backed to southeast with tremendous advantage to 
boats to windward. Positions changed dramatically and some of the tail-enders were suddenly delighted with 
the weather! Nimrod again followed by the noble Baja and then Cygnet.  
 

 
Red sails at Mordialloc – 56 Mirror dinghies take to the water with family  
crews in the class first national championship series (Power Boating & Yachting) 
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1967 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
  Nimrod, Ian & Grant Nichols, Vic 

 2
nd

  Cygnet, Colin & Pam Mews, Vic 
 3

rd
 Abigail, Rex Fettell & Robbie Nichols, Vic 

Division Championship A 2852, Nimrod, Ian & Grant Nichols, Vic 
B 5247, Bob & Bill Mackie, Vic 
C 2844, Minmerne, Carl Vorrath & Jan Layshon, Vic 
D 2727, Bobalong, Bob Birt & Keith McLaren, Vic 
E 2738, Spiegel, Owen & Owen Jnr. Morgan, Vic 
F Spiegel, Pat & Ross Mahon, Vic 

Junior Championship Redwing, Bret Fletcher & John Sammons, Vic 
Ladies Championship Yvonne, Carolyne Holt & Bill Ross, Vic 
Invitation Race Nimrod, Ian & Grant Nichols, Vic 
 

1967 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
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1967 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP SAILING INSTRUCTIONS 
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1968 MIRROR NATIONALS   2  
Largs Bay Sailing Club, Adelaide 
reprinted from Modern Boating, February 1968 
 

Victorian Ian Nichols easily won the Australian Mirror 
Championship at Largs Bay SC, SA, losing only one 
heat – and this by 9 seconds. Nichols, a former 
Victorian 12 sq. m. Sharpie champion, also won the 
title last year. His son crewed.  
 
A fleet of 59 competed with boats from Victoria, 
NSW, SA, and the ACT.  
 
Runner-up was Bill Jaffray with his daughter 
Penelope from NSW. Jaffray’s son Andrew, and 
other daughter Tina finished fifth in Tana. Ian 
Kingsford Smith, of NSW, was third. 
 
The series was plagued by extremes of weather – 
the first heat was abandoned when a 38-knot line 
squall hit the fleet just before the start. The fourth 
heat ended up a drifter, so all four races were made 
count. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nimrod, Ian & Grant Nichols (Vic) 
1968 Australian Mirror Champions 

 

1968 Mirror Nationals 
MCAV Reflections, February 1968 

Invitation race: A wind drift bunched the tail-enders and the ebbing tide caused many second and even 
third attempts to round the windward mark, but the eventual winner Martin Best handled the conditions with 
apparent ease. Ian Nichols was seen exploring the shore line, to finish halfway through the field, thus giving 
no indication of the faultless display he was subsequently to show once the chips were down. 

Heat 1: Heat abandoned due to excessive win. 

Heat 2: Ian Kingsford Smith just pipped Ian Nichols and Bill Jaffray round the first mark, followed shortly 
after by a great melee of boats, many of whom did not observe the port and starboard rule. This free for all 
quite justified one indignant skipper shouting, approaching the buoy for the third time on starboard tack, “I’m 
coming through this !!!!! time.” This shemozzle should have seen several skippers retire, rather than just 
one. Nichols crossed the line first 

Heat 3: A feature of the whole series was the dogged persistence of Nick in choosing the inshore tack every 
time and his covering of his most dangerous opponent on this tack. By his own admission he ignored the 
boat heading out to sea so confident was he that this was the wrong course to take. Ian Nichols first again. 

Heat 4: The race was a battle between Ian Nichols and Bill Jaffray. Jaffray, with fuller sails almost closed 
the narrow gap between him and Nick and got more dangerous as the wind got lighter. In the end young 
Grant saved the day for dad with his smarter spinnaker work. The gun to shorten course was fired at the 
windward buoy with two legs still to go and both leading boats were caught undecided as to the correct way 
to finish. After some discussion with crew, Nichols elected to finish with the buoy to starboard. Starboard 
was the right decision and Nick won by the narrowest of margins from Jaffray. 

Heat 5: This provided the most exciting heat of the series with three boats vying for the lead over the last 
two legs and in the end was won by the margin of only nine seconds. Ian Kingsford Smith made another of 
his fine starts which eventually gave him a well-deserved win after a long battle with two Victorian boats. 
The tide again played a major part in this race and woe-betide the boat which went out to sea looking for a 
shift. The last leg saw Kingsford Smith holding off Martin Best and Ian Nichols with the three boats crossing 
within a boat length of each other. Nichols went for the closest end of the line at sea, whilst Kingsford Smith 
carried on inshore. Then Nichols made the mistake of going round on port tack allowing Kingsford Smith to 
take the heat. 
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1968 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
  Nimrod, Ian & Grant Nichols, Vic, -, 1, 1, 1, 2, 3pts 

 2
nd

  Langi, Bill & Penelope Jaffray, NSW 
 3

rd
 T'Quila, Ian & Rhonda Kingsford Smith, NSW 

Division Championship A Nimrod, Ian & Grant Nichols, Vic 
 B Siebold, Tim Woods & J. Moone, Vic 
 C Jannie, Bob Frecheville & crew, Vic 
 D Allegro, John Bramwell & John Sammons, Vic 
 E Image, David Lowe & D. Moss, Vic 
 F Syga, Geoff & S. Christiansen, ACT 
Junior Championship Tana, Andrew & Tina Jaffray, NSW 
Ladies Championship no championship 
Invitation Race Frobisher, Martin & Trudy Best, Vic 
 

1968 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
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1969 MIRROR NATIONALS   3  
Woollahra Sailing Club, Sydney 
reprinted from Modern Boating, February 1969 
 

Young husband and wife team Ian and Rhonda Kingsford Smith, of Palm Beach Sailing Club, Sydney, gave 
a fine example of co-ordinated dinghy sailing in winning the Australian Mirror Championship on Sydney 
Harbour in T’quila Too. 

Quick tacking, smart spinnaker handling and excellent boat balance, coupled with Ian's skilful 
helmsmanship, were the basic ingredients of their success in the five-heat series - winning three heats and 
finishing second and third in the others. And behind this was a lightweight hull, prepared to perfection, and a 
well-tuned rig that went equally as well in both the light and fresh weather conditions experienced during the 
championship, sailed on Woollahra Sailing Club's course at Rose Bay. Kingsford Smith used EIvstrom sails 
cut from Contender cloth - a full-cut suit on which sailmaker Mike Fletcher based the Heron sails with which 
he later went out to win the Australian Heron Championship.  

Kingsford Smith's victory was certainly a popular one with the 66 other competitors, as he had made a major 
contribution to the organisation of the series as race secretary of the NSW Mirror Association. And the 
runner-up was equally as popular a result - National Mirror Association secretary Rex Fettell, of Victoria, 
nudging Abigail in narrowly from Sydney skipper Bob Brooks in Red Rocket - one of the oldest Mirrors in 
NSW. 

Kingsford Smith set his opposition a tough task when he comfortably won the first two heats, but Bob Brooks 
upset the hat-trick by winning the third heat - a big improvement on his first heat 22

nd
. However, Kingsford 

Smith reversed the placings in the fourth heat to seal the series. Sydney father-and-son combination Ian 
and Neil Millar, in Tinkerbelle II, took out the final heat after an exciting duel with Rex Fettell, whose second 
placing gave him second place overall from Brooks, who was back in ninth position. 

Disappointment of the series was the performance of two-times champion Ian Nichols, in Nimrod - he failed 
to gain a placing in any heat and finished eighth overall. Between 58 and 67 Mirrors started in each of the 
heats and the invitation race - without one general recall, only three individual recalls and no protests. 
 

  
T'quila, Ian & Rhonda Kingsford Smith (NSW) Woollahra Sailing Club championship courses 
1969 Australian Mirror Champions, lead Funny Girl (Vic) 
 

1969 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
  T'quila Too, Ian & Rhonda Kingsford Smith, NSW, 1-1-2-1-3, 3 pts 

 2
nd

  Abigail, Rex Fettell & Robbie Nichols, Vic, 9-2-6-3-2, 23.4 pts 
 3

rd
 Red Rocket, Bob Brooks & crew, NSW, 22-5-1-2-9, 28 pts 

Division Championship A T'quila Too, Ian & Rhonda Kingsford Smith, NSW 
 B Tinkerbelle II, Ian & Neil Millar, NSW 
 C Miss Joan, Harold & Glen Davis, Vic 
 D Jason, Don & Rick Davidson, NSW 
Junior Championship Flame, Alan & Ian Collopy, NSW 
Ladies Championship Bolero, Meryl Chard and crew, NT 
Invitation Race T'quila Too, Ian & Rhonda Kingsford Smith, NSW 
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1969 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
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1970 MIRROR NATIONALS   4  
Black Rock Yacht Club, Melbourne 
reprinted from Modern Boating, February 1970 
 

Rex Fettell, a consistent place-getter in State and National championships over the past four years, won the 
Australian Mirror Championship sailed from Black Rock YC on Port Phillip Bay. Limited by the Victorian 
Yachting Council to 60 boats, the titles attracted Mirror skippers from Victoria, NSW, ACT, South Australia 
and Tasmania. 

Fettell, a noted heavy weather sailor, revelled in the boisterous winds and choppy seas which dominated the 
heats. Heat 2 had to be resailed because of the winds up to 45 mph and 10ft. waves.  

Runner-up was twice Australian champion Ian Nichols with a win, two seconds, a 12
th
 and a most 

unfortunate 21
st
 in heat 5.  

Only five boats, including Fettell’s Abigail, had reached the line for heat 5 when officials started it. Fettell 
was on the line for the start, but was taken over by the tide and recalled. But the rest of the fleet, lay 
becalmed, halfway from the shore. Nichols was about 40

th
 at the start and, although he worked his way 

through the fleet, could manage only 21
st
 while Fettell had a runaway win. Fettell's win also put a trophy in 

the Nichols' household as his forward hand was 16-year-old Robbie Nichols. 

The Victorians dominated the series, the NSW skippers finding the choppy seas difficult to read, although 
they improved as the series went on. 

 
62 Mirrors spread themselves across the lumpy waters of Port Phillip, led by winner Abigail at right (15808) 
(photo: Seacraft, Feb 1970) 

  
1970 Black Rock Nationals (photos: Syd Comfort) 
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1970 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
  Abigail, Rex Fettell & Robbie Nichols, Vic, 10-1-1-1-2, 4¼ pts 

 2
nd

  Nimrod, Ian & Grant Nichols, Vic, 12-2-2-21-1, 16¾pts 
 3

rd
 Chips, Richard & Martin White, Vic, 1-4-13-dnf-3, 20¾ pts 

Division Championship A Abigail, Rex Fettell & Robbie Nichols, Vic 
 B Debonair, Ken & Peter Raphael, Vic 
 C Mrs Pattie, John Kelly & crew, Vic 
 D Trio 1, M. Tribe & crew, Vic 
 E Minmerne, Carl Vorrath & crew, Vic 
 F Tweedledum, Rob Haylock & Bruce Elllis, Vic 
Junior Championship Nikki, Stephen Winnall & crew, Vic 
Ladies Championship Bolero, Meryl Chard & crew, NT 
Invitation Race (Tie) Abigail, Rex Fettell & Robbie Nichols, Vic 
  Nimrod, Ian & Grant Nichols, Vic 
 

1970 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
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1971 MIRROR NATIONALS   5  
Canberra Yacht Club, Canberra 
reprinted from Australian Seacraft, February 1971 
 

 
 
Bill Jaffray and 10-year-old daughter Annabel took the title home to Palm Beach; 15-year-old Tina is 
champion lady skipper for 1971. The Mirror dinghies came out in record profusion for their fifth annual 
National Championship on Lake Burley Griffin in Canberra. A fleet of 83 boats representing the leaders of 
some 4000 Australian Mirrors (the biggest class of all) competed as the lake turned on its best winds. In only 
one race did the winds average less than 10 knots, and in heat one, they averaged 18-20 with gusts to 25 
knots. But while the wind was strong and constant, it was unpredictably variable with shifts of up to 90 
degrees at the rounding mark under Black Mountain. 
 
New champion is Palm Beach Sailing Club (Sydney) skipper Bill Jaffray, who introduced the class to NSW 
six years ago. His success was certainly one of the most popular victories as he has been a great stalwart of 
the class, both as an administrator and a competitor. Jaffray sailed Langi with his 10-year-old daughter 
Annabel as for'ard hand, her first year in sailing. She did a fine job on spinnaker handling and "kept a good 
report on where the enemy was", according to dad. To win the National title, Jaffray had to overcome a bad 
first heat in which he capsized in a wild squall under Black Mountain, cut his hand badly and finished 36

th
. 

His wound required several stitches so he sailed the remainder of the series with it swathed in bandages. 
However, as the series progressed his sailing improved and after a sixth and fifth, Jaffray scored two 
convincing wins in the last two heats.  
 
Unlucky skipper was 16 year old Mark Phillips from Bayview (NSW) whose disqualification after the final 
heat cost him the title. He had sailed to third place behind Jaffray, which would have given him a final total 
of 11 points to Jaffray's 12½ points. Phillips, sailing Bad News, became involved in a luffing duel during a 
spinnaker reach with the Victorian boat Antigone (David Lawry). Bad News and Antigone collided during the 
duel and both skippers protested. The protest committee decided that both boats had contributed to the 
collision and the pair was disqualified.  
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Earlier in the series, Phillips had figured in a threatened technical protest against eight other skippers over 
the position of their boom vangs. The boom vangs were altered and the protest did not proceed. 
Subsequently, one of these skippers threatened to protest Phillips against his own boom fitting which 
included aluminium tubing used to lift the boom in light airs. Phillips removed the aluminium tubing on the 
advice of the race committee.  
 
The performance of NSW Mirror sailors in gaining six of the first 10 places restored their status after their 
poor showing on Port Phillip Bay last year. However, the minor placings in the series went to Victorian 
boats, veteran Ian Nichols in Nimrod finishing second and Ken Raphael in Debonair taking third on a 
countback from Sydney's Bob Brookes in Snookles. For the first time Western Australia was represented in 
the championships. In fact, all States except Queensland had entries. The young WA lad, John Prott, from 
Nedlands Yacht Club, sailing Miranda, won the first heat and finished seventh in the series. He also won 
junior champion. Champion lady skipper was one of Bill Jaffray's other daughters, 15-year-old Tina in 
Bathilda. 
 
This year's title series again showed how tremendously popular the Mirrors are throughout Australia. It was 
an exciting and highly competitive series which saw an excellent display of sailing ability from entrants of all 
ages. To attract the huge numbers it does, the Mirror must be quite a boat.  

  

 
Mirror trophies cast in aluminium by Carl Vorrath, from Ken Raphael’s collection 
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1971 MIRROR NATIONALS CHAMPIONSHIP ENTRIES 
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1971 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
  Langi, Bill & Annabel Jaffray, NSW, 36-6-5-1-1, 12½ pts 

 2
nd

  Nimrod, Ian & Grant Nichols, Vic, 3-42-1-13-2, 18¾ pts 
 3

rd
 Debonair, Ken & Peter Raphael, Vic, 6-2-9-10-24, 27 pts 

Division Championship A Langi, Bill & Annabel Jaffray, NSW 
 B Marstrand, Carl Vorrath & D. Payne, Vic 
 C Sea Wife, Marshall & Simon Collis, Vic 
 D La Jolie, Edwin Warden & G. Morris, Vic 
 E Utopia, Ian & B. Startup, Vic 
Junior Championship Miranda, John Prott & Colin Iken, WA 
Ladies Championship Bathilda, Tina Jaffray & Cathy Bond, NSW 
Invitation Race Debonair, Ken & Peter Raphael, Vic 
 

1971 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
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1972 MIRROR NATIONALS   6  
Brighton & Seacliff Yacht Club, Adelaide 
reprinted from the MCAA Year Book, 1972-73 
 

 
 
The Mirror titles in Adelaide saw a fantastic series of races, with only three heats of the five being run 
because of heavy weather. 
 
The first heat was run in an 18-22 knot breeze with 5ft seas. Local skipper Nick Young (Tooloona) handled 
the conditions best, finishing ahead of Victorian Ted Warden (Oreo) with Nick’s brother David Young 
(Dreamtime) third. The seas gave trouble to many of the visiting skippers in this opening round. 
 
Both the wind and the sea dropped for the second heat. John Prott (Escapee) from WA led the ultimate 
winner Robert Haylock (Tweedledum, Victoria) over the line. 
 
The third heat began as a drifter with the wind later swinging to the northwest and coming in at 15-20 knots. 
Ken Raphael (Debonair, Victoria) beat former Australian Champion Ian Nichols (Nimrod, Victoria). 
 
The fourth heat saw the fleet go to sea at 2.00pm. A 26-knot squall broke two masts, five gaffs and knocked 
down nine boats before they reached the start line. Three minutes before the 2.30 start, the wind increased 
to 30 knots and the race was abandoned. This left the fourth and fifth heats to be sailed on Friday, but at 
11.00am, winds were at 30 knots with 14ft breaking seas, so both heats were cancelled. 
 
The result was taken from the first three heats with Haylock first, Nichols second and Prott third. 
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The National Champion – Rob Haylock 
Australian Mirror Dinghy Champion for the 1971-72 season is Rob Haylock, of Melbourne's well known 
Black Rock Sailing Club. Our new champion has all the qualifications to wear his crown. He is fit, a keen 
student of sailing, a voracious reader on the sport, a perfectionist and he is constantly learning and 
experimenting. More than a builder of boats, he could be described as a craftsman, as the five Mirrors he 
has constructed were each superbly finished and faster in turn. It seems that top-class yachtsmen all have 
one thing at least in common and that is their ability to use their hands and handle tools and material better 
than most. 

Rob joined Black Rock Sailing Club in 1965 and started sailing immediately with the big Mirror fleet. After his 
first season he set about building yet another Mirror, determined to get the weight down as, like all comparative 
beginners to racing, he couldn't get moving in light conditions. His own children were then too young to send up 
for'ard, so he press-ganged and trained young imports who were indeed fortunate as, according to fellow 
clubmates, Rob is a most patient and effective trainer of for'ard hands. In club racing he improved relentlessly 
and inexorably, working his way up through the fleet to become club champion. His reputation at this stage 
rested mainly on his heavy weather superiority, but he had mastered all aspects of racing and tuning and his 
gear was perfect.  

In Adelaide, Rob scored a 2
nd

, 4
th
 and 10

th
 for the three heats that were sailed in the mainly strong blows and 

that won him the 1971-72 National title from Ian Nichols, a previous titleholder, who scored a 2
nd

, 4
th
 and 16

th
. 

According to ROCK NEWS, the journal of Black Rock Yacht Club, Rob says that in Adelaide he suddenly found 
the right form in light stuff, but the feeling is that if the heats that were blown out had been sailed, he would 
have established his superiority even more so. His crew was Kerry Hackett, daughter of a neighbour. His boat -
Tweedledum -sail number 8161.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Start Heat 4 
CHAOS, 
SA Mirror 
News,  
Jan 1972 

 

1972 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
  Tweedledum, Robert Haylock & Kerry Hackett, Vic, 10-2-4, 16 pts 

 2
nd

  Nimrod, Ian & Grant Nichols, Vic, 16-4-2, 22 pts 
 3

rd
 Escapee, John & James Prott, WA, 15-1-9, 24¾ pts 

Division Championship A Tweedledum, Robert Haylock & Kerry Hackett, Vic 
 B Debonair, Ken & Peter Raphael, Vic 
 C Leanne, Rex Howie & W. Rickard, Vic 
 D Kareela, Craig & Ian Lawton, NSW 
 E Mistral, Davyd Lewis & Sandy Richards, Vic 
Junior Championship Escapee, John & James Prott, WA 
Ladies Championship Gointer, Lois & Marianne Hart, Vic 
Invitation Race Escapee, John & James Prott, WA 
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1972 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
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1973 MIRROR NATIONALS  7  
Bayview Yacht Racing Association, Sydney 
reprinted from the MCAA Year Book, 1973-74 
 
With 89 entries, the Australian Mirror Championship at Bayview on Pittwater, NSW, provided one of the 
biggest fleets of all the Australian titles – and some of the keenest racing, too. 
 
The winds throughout the series tended to be light and variable, with only one heavy weather race. But the 
variable winds didn't help the locals, with only three NSW boats finishing in the first ten.  
 
The series proved to be a triumph for the White family, from Somers Yacht Club in Victoria. Dick White in 
Camira, with his young daughter as crew, won the series with a splendid performance of three firsts and a 
fourth to count 7¾ points. His son, Martin (16) sailing Sugar, finished third overall and won the junior 
championship with a first, a fourth, a ninth and a 20

th
. A third member of the White family, Scott, also sailed 

as crew for new National secretary Tedd Warden, who finished fourth in Oreo. 
 
Second place overall went to former champion Bill Jaffray and daughter Annabel, sailing Langi. Jaffray was 
best of the locals, sailing consistently throughout the series. Next best NSW skipper was another former 
champion, Ian Kingsford Smith, sailing Peter Campbell’s “chartered” boat, Tom Thumb II, with 11-year-old 
Jonathan Campbell as for’ard hand. Kingsford Smith, now a leading OK dinghy sailor, finished a close fifth 
in the series. 
 
One notable performance was that of Lawson Beattie, from Darwin Yacht Club, who car-topped his boat Oz 
from Darwin to Sydney for the series, finishing ninth overall. 
 
The champion’s boat, Camira, was a relatively simple Mirror as far as fittings and go-fasts go. The hull was 
very light, having been built of Israeli plywood while the Supreme sails matched the spars splendidly, 
providing a fast, light weather boat that proved ideal for the series. 
 
Boats entered in the championship are becoming more and more complicated. They certainly differ from the 
stock family kit-built Mirror dinghy. 
 
Sails used in the series were predominately cut very full to cope with the light Pittwater winds. Hull 
appearances have not changed, as each is standard, but fittings such as the ingenious new spinnaker pole 
and topping lift system developed by John Prott of Western Australia, were the vogue on most leading 
boats. Many boats sported spinnaker launchers and complicated controls for sail shape, indicative of the 
progress the class has made as a racing dinghy as well as a family sailer. 
 
In the huge fleet of 89, good starts and the choice of the right side of the course to sail were vital to 
placings. In the shifty easterly winds, competitors found they could lose as many as 20 places on a work if 
they went the wrong way. 
 

   
Dick and Vicki White receiving their trophies  Presentation party following hard racing 
from MCAA President Carl Vorrath 
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The National Champion – Dick White 
Australian Mirror Class Champion for the 1972-73 season is Dick White of Somers Yacht Club, Victoria. 
Somers is a holiday resort on Westernport Bay, some 50 miles from Melbourne where Dick can be found 
sailing most weekends during the season, not always in a Mirror but more often in one of the newer 
Catamaran Classes, in which field he is the State Mosquito Sloop Champion.  

Dick has sailed a variety of boats since his younger days in Sydney, but believes profoundly that the Mirror 
Dinghy offers more than any other class when it comes to close racing. "You learn more about sailing 
techniques and racing tactics in a Mirror fleet because the boats are so evenly matched. They also have the 
added advantage of being the ideal family training boat, because of their light weight, comfort and safety" 
says Dick. To prove this point he has taught his two sons and a daughter to sail in the self-built family craft 
Sugar. Eldest son Martin is our National Junior Champion, as well as having many other successes to his 
credit in this boat.  

Camira 30502, the boat sailed by Dick White in the National championship is owned by another Mirror 
enthusiast from Somers, John Chitty. John decided to build a new and more competitive boat for his family 
of beautiful daughters to race, but needed knowledge of the technicalities in obtaining top performance. At 
the same time Dick wanted to borrow a boat to sail in the Nationals, otherwise he was going to be left 
ashore to suffer the anxiety of watching his sons compete the whole series. A happy arrangement resulted 
in which Camira was built by AIS Boatbuilders at Richmond under Dick's supervision. Spars, rigging, centre-
boards and rudders came in for a lot of extra attention to ensure top performance.  

Sails were ordered from a local maker and finally in 
December 1972 the boat was ready to race. Dick 
took Camira to Sydney, gave it a final tune at 
Pittwater on Christmas Eve then went on to win 
three of the five race series. He and his 12 year old 
daughter, Vicki made an excellent combination in 
the light to moderate conditions, and even on the 
one heavy day managed a fourth after finishing the 
last leg with a collapsed jib halyard.  

Dick White has been National Champion in another 
sport. Prior to joining the Mirror Class Association in 
1969, he was involved in motor racing. He 
designed, built and drove an open wheeled 
supercharged special to become Australian Hillclimb 
Champion two years running.  

The same scientific approach and engineering 
background is evident in the boats he has built. 
Normally a quiet but friendly person, Dick will 
always be found approachable on matters 
concerning sailing, particularly if it's Mirrors.  

 

 

 

 
Camira, Dick & Vicki White (Vic) 
1973 Australian Mirror Champions 

 

1973 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
  Camira, Dick & Vicki White, Vic, 13-1-4-1-1, 7¼ pts 

 2
nd

  Langi, Bill & Annabel Jaffray, NSW, 11-21-8-3-7, 27 pts 
 3

rd
 Sugar, Martin White & John Rouche, Vic, 23-20-1-9-4, 33¾ pts 

Division Championship not known 
Junior Championship Sugar, Martin White & John Rouche, Vic 
Ladies Championship Bad News, Edwina & Bronwyn Phillips, NSW 
Veterans Championship Camira, Dick & Vicki White, Vic 
Family Championship Langi, Bill & Annabel Jaffray, NSW 
Invitation Race Escapee, John & James Prott, WA 
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1973 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
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1974 MIRROR NATIONALS  8  
Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Hobart 
reprinted from Modern Boating, February 1974 
Modern Boating cover “The Mirror Nationals in Tassie: Robbie Nichols and Rodney Allen” 
 
A feature of the eighth National Championship of the Mirror class was the variety of the wind conditions 
experienced during the six-race series. The races were conducted on Montrose Bay on the River Derwent 
north of Hobart by the Montrose Bay Yacht Club, and as the series progressed so did the strength of the 
breeze. A 5-10 knot easterly and a northerly were experienced for the first two heats, then a perfect 15 knot 
sea breeze. The fourth race was a 25-35 knot northerly while the final two heats were sailed in a gusty 
variable westerly reaching up to 50 knots in the squalls.  

The fourth heat was particularly torrid for many. After nearly half the fleet of 52 had finished the northerly 
strengthened to a fierce and steady 60 knots. With boats virtually uncontrollable most skippers handled their 
craft particularly well, dropping the mainsail gaffs and running before the wind to the shelter of the shore, 
although they were scattered far and wide. Rescue crews had a hectic time picking up capsized crews from 
boats whose masts were stuck in the muddy bottom of sections of the shallow bay at Montrose. Most 
mainland helmsmen had apparently never experienced shifts like those of the last two heats. With the wind 
whistling down the valleys it swung up to 90 degrees in a matter of seconds in the gusts then returned to 
normal. Amid the turmoil crews were surprised to find they were actually becalmed for short periods, only to 
be hit a moment later by an uncontrollable gust.  

Canberra father and 11-year-old son combination of Alan and Russell Cichero won the series in Grampus 
with two firsts, one third, fourth and fifth in their best five races, while local father and daughter team of 
Frank and Debbie Eaton managed one first, two thirds, a fourth and a fifth to be runners-up in their first 
season in the class. Victorians Robert Nichols in Good News and his father Ian Nichols in Nimrod took first 
and second placings in the first two heats, then faded out in the heavy going. The Junior title went to 
Heather Attrill of Tasmania who finished sixteenth. 

  
Grampus, Alan & Russell Cichero (ACT) 
1974 Australian Mirror Champions 

1974 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
  Grampus, Alan & Russell Cichero, ACT, 5-4-I-3-1-R, 13½ pts 

 2
nd

  Suzy Too, Frank & Debbie Eaton, Tas, 3-3-5-4-5, 15¾ pts 
 3

rd
 Vanessa, Colin & Pam Mews, Vic, 7-7-2-1-R-3, 19¾ pts 

Division Championship not known 
Junior Championship Rubber Duck, Heather Attrill & Tas Allen, Tas 
Ladies Championship no championship 
Veterans Championship Nimrod, Ian & Grant Nichols, Vic 
Family Championship Suzy Too, Frank & Debbie Eaton, Vic 
Invitation Race Vanessa, Colin & Pam Mews, Vic 
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1974 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 

 

 

 
 

 
Rubber Duck, Heather Attrill & Tas Allen (Tas) 
1974 Australian Mirror Junior Champions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Helmsman Bob Fowler, of Kingston, waits while his son 
Tom re-reeves a main halyard. They were sailing in the 
Mirror invitation race before the start of the six scoring 
heats. The Mercury, 28 December 1973 
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1975 MIRROR NATIONALS   9  
Mordialloc Sailing Club, Melbourne 
adapted from Modern Boating, April 1975 

Controversy and disqualifications marred the 9
th
 Mirror Nationals sailed off Mordialloc. The fleet of 92 boats 

from most States included defending champion Alan Cichero from Canberra and the winner two seasons 
ago, Ian Nichols from Victoria. The series saw a mixture of conditions typical for most Nationals sailed on 
Port Phillip. After the invitation race had been abandoned through heavy conditions and then Heat One 
abandoned for resail, conditions settled down. Throughout the series there had been an undercurrent of 
“rumblings” about measurement rule infringements but competitors were reluctant to protest. Finally, the 
Race Committee announced prior to the last heat that the top 20 boats would be subject to measurement 
checks at the end of the series. 

Six boats did not comply with the class rules, and were disqualified 
on the advice of the Victorian Yachting Council (VYC), including 
overall leader Martin White from Victoria and Ian Barcham from WA 
who was well up in the placings. The main problem areas were with 
spinnakers, centre-board and rudder shape. The MCAA felt that the 
time had come for strictness and that the concept of a one-design 
class was vital to the future of the Mirror. The title was awarded to the 
husband and wife team of Colin and Pam Mews, with Alan Cichero 
second and Ian Nichols third. 

After the series White appealed to the VYC against his 
disqualification. The VYC changed their ruling and advised that 
White should not have been disqualified without a protest hearing 
and referred the matter back to the MCAA. Nearly two years elapsed, 
with attempts to abandon the Nationals, ignore White, protest White, 
a VYC ultimatum and pages of legal opinion. The new WA executive 
of the MCAA resolved the case and instructed the MCAV to reinstate 
the 6 “disqualified” Mirrors and advise all competitors of the correct 
finishing order. The “White Case” became the “Mews Case” as the 
MCAA explained its decision to Colin and Pam Mews in late 1977. 

The “disqualified” Mirrors were reinstated with the following results based on the measurement report -  
1, Cinnamon; 2, Vanessa; 3, Grampus; 4, Nimrod; 5, Waif; 6, Freyskip; 7, Impetus; 8, The Saint; 9, Dram 
Buidheach; 10, Frodo; 11, Titicaca; 12, The Sting; 13, Astra; 14, Jonkablonk; 15, Gregmar II; 16, Bobalong; 
17, Aliel; 18, Voodoo; 19, Oreo; 20, Miss Joan. 

1975 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
  Cinnamon, Martin & Scott White, Vic, 5-7-1-1-1-1, 8 pts 

 2
nd

  Vanessa, Colin & Pam Mews, Vic 
 3

rd
 Grampus, Alan & Russell Cichero, ACT 

Division Championship not known 
Junior Championship Frodo, Greg & Chris Snell, Vic 
Ladies Championship Charybdis, Susan Roberts & Kerry Steinberg, SA 
Veterans Championship Nimrod, Ian & Grant Nichols, Vic 
Family Championship Grampus, Alan & Russell Cichero, ACT 
Invitation Race abandoned 

  
1975 Mordialloc Nationals (photos: John Dance) 

Colin and Pam Mews were awarded 
the Mirror title after Martin and Scott 
White were disqualified but were 
relegated to second after White was 
reinstated by the MCAA in December 
1976 
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1975 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS BEFORE APPEAL 
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1976 MIRROR NATIONALS  10  
Nedlands Yacht Club, Perth 
by Rob Vaisey, reprinted from Modern Boating, April 1976 
 
The Mirror Dinghy Nationals provided the biggest fleet ever seen on the Swan River, a different winner in 
each of the six heats, and in the last heat six crews from four states had a chance to win the title.  

20-year-old brothers Greg and Mark Willcock of Perth won the senior title sailing a three-year-old hull (well 
looked after) which they built after leaving the Manly Junior class. They sail from the Nedlands Yacht Club 
which hosted the series and possibly had a home waters advantage. Their win could be attributed to sailing 
regularly, having the will to win and a well-tuned boat, plus not giving up hope when they started the series 
badly. Runners-up were husband and wife team David and Mary Lawry sailing Titicaca. They were eighth in 
the previous Nationals held in Melbourne. The 1974-75 champions (Colin and Pam Mews) did not arrive to 
defend their title but Alan Cichero and his 11 year-old son Russell (second in Melbourne and first in Hobart 
the previous year) arrived and finished fifth. 

One Melbourne boat, Nimrod (Ian Nichols), travelled over to maintain their record of having competed in all 
ten Mirror Nationals held so far. Hushpower (Mark Armour) from Canberra won the Junior Trophy, finishing 
22

nd
 in the series. The Ladies Trophy went to Susan Roberts (SA) whose Mirror Charybdis finished 18

th
. The 

Veterans Trophy went to Norm Deane (Tasmania), who finished in 7
th
 place. 

The 102 entries for the series was a record for the class Nationals and when 96 yachts started in the second 
heat this was easily the largest class fleet ever to have raced in Western Australia. Wind conditions varied 
widely throughout the series. The measurers checked all the competing boats before the series started and 
avoided the measurement arguments which have upset the past two titles. 

The Willcock brothers kept improving throughout the series, except for the second heat when they finished 
25

th
 (due to being involved in a pile-up at the first mark which involved "90% of the fleet" and a wind change 

which made the remainder of the course a soldier's one). The brothers attributed their success to "settling 
down to the business of winning". After their 25

th
 they had 4-3-1-2 placings. They used an Australian kit to 

build their bright green hull and fitted her with Cassidy sails. A new jib was added early this season. The 
runners-up and the third-placed skipper, Ian Barcham, built their boats from English kits. These kits are a 
little lighter than the Australian ones and have aluminium masts while the Australian kits have wood masts. 
Barcham also imported English Vectis sails. Care in assembling the kits is obviously important for those 
who intend to race their Mirror seriously. 

Three heats of the series were sailed in strong blows 
and doubtless there were many individual dramas. 
The great drama of the series came when the race 
committee postponed the fifth heat because strong 
winds had been forecast. At the time the wind was at 
15 to 20 knots and for a while it appeared the 
disturbance was going to degenerate into a riot - 
however the re-sail was held in similar breeze. 

Five of the seven heats were won by family crews; 
Cichero and his son won the first heat, the Lawrys 
the second heat, a teenage crew (Vince Hudson and 
Noel Hutton) the third, Rian Moore and Luke Parnell, 
more teenagers - the fourth, the Willcock brothers 
the fifth, and father-and-son team Des and Brett 
Clark from Tasmania the fifth. 

The first Mirror Worlds being held in Holland next 
July promises to be quite a series. The Willcock 
brothers will be going and the Mirror Association 
hopes to sponsor the next four crews in the National 
series as well! 
 
 
 
 
 
Wezzigon, Greg & Mark Willcock (WA) 
1976 Australian Mirror Champions 
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Hushpower, Mark Armour & Mary Tulip (ACT) Sussex, Claire Lawson & Andrew Sharp (WA), was  
1976 Australian Mirror Junior Champions one of the many Mirrors sailed by teenage boy-girl  
 combinations at the Nationals 

 

1976 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
  Wezzigon, Greg & Mark Willcock, WA 

 2
nd

  Titicaca, David & Mary Lawry, Vic 
 3

rd
 Jonathan Livingston, Ian Barcham & Denise White, WA 

Heat Winners R1 – Nereus (Alan & Russell Cichero, ACT), R2 – Titicaca (David &  
 Mary Lawry, Vic), R3 - Riot (Vince Hudson & Noel Hutton, WA), R4 –  
 Yella Terra (Rian Moore & Luke Parnell, WA), R5 – Wezzigon (Greg  
 & Mark Willcock, WA), R6 - Gypsy, Des & Brett Clark, Tas 
Junior Championship Hushpower, Mark Armour & Mary Tulip, ACT 
Ladies Championship Charybdis, Susan Roberts & Simon Barrow, SA 
Veterans Championship Thoth, Norm Deane & Sally Ludford, Tas 
Family Championship Gypsy, Des & Brett Clark, Tas 
Invitation Race Riot, Vince Hudson & Noel Hutton, WA 
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1977 MIRROR NATIONALS  11 
Canberra Yacht Club, Canberra 
by Neil Primrose, reprinted from Modern Boating, May 1977 
 
Mark Willcock from Western Australia, in Stratos sailed a very consistent series to take out the 11

th
 

Australian Mirror Championship in a 109 boat fleet without winning a heat. In a close series on Canberra’s 
Lake Burley Griffin, any one of first five placegetters could have won the title. 
 
Heats 1, 2 and 3 were sailed in moderate to fresh, gusty conditions. Heat 4 was generally a drift but finished 
in a breeze, and the final heat was variable with a fresh easterly filling in halfway through the race. Local 
knowledge played little part in the early heats and it was noticeable that the local boats did not do generally 
well until heat 4. Then the leaders did less well in the lighter going. 
 
Max Barcham in Jonathan Livingston looked promising after winning the invitation race and had a chance of 
winning the series until he lost it in the drift. The competition between Willcock and David Lawry in Titicaca 
was close and tense to the end. Stratos had to lead Titicaca by two places in the last heat to win. At the 
finish Stratos was third and Titicaca 25

th
 to give a difference of 4½ points for the series. 

 
In general, the first windward leg was vital. With the starting line limited in length by the available water and 
relatively short legs on the lake, an early break after the start was the biggest determinate of final placings. 
It was noticeable that the top boats gained clear air early and consistently and then fought among 
themselves while the rest bunched into large groups from which it was virtually impossible to break free. 
 
Willcocks starts were consistent rather than spectacular but he managed clear air in all except heat 4. 
Indeed, the word “consistent” describes his whole effort which was characterised by plain good all-round 
sailing. Lawry possibly had better boat speed, especially in the heavier going. Alan Cichero, a local sailor, 
also had good boat speed once he changed his rig but he was unlucky to break a gaff in the first heat and to 
start the series under that handicap. 
 
Gear was not a predominant factor. Most sails were Australian made, not the kit sails. Supreme and Tasker 
were the most abundant. There seemed to be no radical advances in gear or rig and the trouble which has 
dogged the class’s specifications in the past appear to have been laid to rest. Hulls were of a pretty even 
quality. On the social scene, race administration, and venue there was much favourable comment for the 
local Mirror Association and the Canberra Yacht Club. 
 
The Junior Trophy went to Orion (Paul Molnar) from Hushpower (Mark Armour) and Sunseeker (Tim 
Parker). The Veterans Trophy (for skippers over 40) was won by Thoth (Norm Deane) from Astra (John 
Way) and Miss Jean (Harold Davis). The Frank Buxton Trophy (for boats sailed by parent and child under 
16) went to Nereus (Alan Cichero) from Astra (John Way) and Hunkydory (John O'May). 
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Stratos, Mark Willcock & Phoebe Pickering (WA) Bill Jaffray presenting Kim Armour the crew’s trophy  
1977 Australian Mirror Champions for the last heat with Jeff Armour in charge 

No Brotherly Love 
Mark and Greg Willcock are just like any other brothers -they have their differences. However, that's where 
the similarity ends. When they do have a difference of opinion, they don't square up to each other in the 
backyard, but prefer to take to the Swan River in Mirror class yachts. In fact, so competitive are they that 
between them they've taken off the National Mirror title over the last two years. Mark crewed for his brother 
last year at the National titles in a boat they built and rigged themselves. This year the pair split up for the 
first time and Mark opted for 19-year-old kindergarten teacher, Phoebe Pickering, to help him win the title. 
The 21-year-old draftsman thinks nothing of sailing with women on board, and states "I'd sail with a female 
anytime". 

Mark has been sailing for nearly nine years. First it was in the Manley class; then as a crewman on division-
four cruisers, and during the last four seasons he has concentrated on Mirrors. His brother Greg still sails the 
craft they won with at last year's National title, and Mark is using a new $650 craft named Stratos. The 
brother's assault on the first Mirror World title in Holland was a little disappointing. “We weren't allowed to use 
our own boat because it didn't conform to the international standard. Also we were not sure what sort of 
competition we were up against because it was the first time the world titles had been held,” said Mark. Mark 
and Phoebe hope to have a chance in the second world titles being held in Adelaide in 1980.  

Phoebe has only been sailing for two seasons and admits it started as a "bit of a joke". “I first became 
interested in sailing through some friends and began crewing for a girlfriend of mine," said Phoebe. "We just 
used to ‘mess around, nothing serious’. She went away on holidays and Mark had just got a new boat. He 
asked me if I wanted to crew and I jumped at the chance". What's it like crewing for a male? "A lot 
different", according to Phoebe. "It's much more serious and I find I have to concentrate a lot more. I don't 
mind taking orders from him, though there are times when I want to tell him a thing or two. I'm content to 
crew for a few seasons yet." Fishing, Power Boating & Yachting W.A. - Vol. 2 No.2 Autumn, 1977 

1977 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
  Stratos, Mark Willcock & Phoebe Pickering, WA 

 2
nd

  Titicaca, David & Mary Lawry, Vic 
 3

rd
 Orion, Paul & Maree Molnar, Tas 

Division Championship no championship 
Junior Championship Orion, Paul & Maree Molnar, Tas 
Ladies Championship no championship 
Veterans Championship Thoth, Norm Deane & Sally Ludford, Tas 
Family Championship Nereus, Alan & Joanne Cichero, Vic 
Invitation Race Jonathan Livingston, Max Barcham & Denise White, WA 

  
109 competitors on shore between races Start of Heat 2 (photos: Peter Forster) 
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1978 MIRROR NATIONALS  12  
Brighton & Seacliff Yacht Club, Adelaide 
reprinted from MCAA Year Book, 1977-78 
 

  
Good News, Grant & Andrew Nichols (Vic), 1978 Australian Mirror Champions 
 
The conditions at Brighton & Seacliff proved to be not as severe as they were reputed to be the last time the 
Nationals were held there in 1971-72. One can’t help but feel that the strength of the wind and the size of 
the waves at that series increase with the passage of time. 
 
In 1978, the invitation race was abandoned after gusts of 30 knots were recorded at the relatively sheltered 
club house, but the first heat was sailed the next day in winds that were not much lighter. Max Barcham and 
Louise Michelson sailed excellently to win this heat, which was dominated by Western Australians, four of 
them finishing in the top five places. The waves during this heat were totally unlike waves experienced 
anywhere else, and only about half of the fleet finished, most retiring either after being swamped by waves, 
or through sheer exhaustion. 
 
The second heat was sailed in much lighter conditions, the wind being around 5-10 knots. Jeff and Kim 
Armour from the ACT revelled in the conditions to lead all the way and win easily. Just as the Western 
Australians dominated heat 1, the Victorians dominated heat 2, seven Victorians finishing in the first nine 
places. 
 
The third and fourth heats were abandoned due to lack of wind, after attempts to get a start. The remaining 
heats were sailed in very similar conditions with the wind at about 20 knots and slightly off-shore, giving 
quite sizeable shifts. 
 
Congratulations to new Australian champions Grant and Andrew Nichols of Mordialloc SC. Grant performed 
the extraordinary feat of winning four races in a row, the invitation race resail, heat 5, the resail of heat 3 
and heat 6. Grant really had Good News humming, and won heat 6 by two and a half minutes. Grant had to 
discard a seventh as his worst heat. His win in the series was very popular. 
 
Runners-up for the series were Greg Willcock and Jan Barcham from Nedlands YC in WA. Greg sailed well 
in the heavier weather, consistently finishing second or third but “bombed out” in the light second heat 
finishing 41

st
. Going into the last heat, Greg had an outside chance of winning the series, but had to win with 

Grant finishing worse than fifth. Unfortunately for Greg, he only finished thirteenth in this heat. 
 
Third were Colin and Pam Mews from Black Rock YC. The highlight of Colin’s series would have been the 
final heat, where through sheer tactical skill he managed to just pip local South Australian Ross Whitehorn 
to win the heat by the narrowest of margins.  
 
Alan and Joanne Cichero had their ups and downs in finishing fourth in the series. Alan started the series 
something less than brilliantly, but good performances in the last three heats were able to raise him to fourth 
place and win the Buxton Trophy for the second year in succession. 
 
Peter and “little” Lesley Roberts, the current South Australian champions, sailed consistently well throughout 
the series. Peter always seemed to know where to go to get the lifts and used the tide to good advantage. 
He finished fifth overall and won the Veterans Trophy. 
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Brighton & Seacliff Clubhouse L-R, Ian Nichols, Ross Whitehorn, Max Barcham  
 and Colin Mews 

 
Ian and Adrian Knell (Vic) Rodney and Jenny Allen (Vic) 
(photos: MCAV Mirror Reflections, February 1978) 
 

1978 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
  Good News, Grant & Andrew Nichols, Vic 

 2
nd

  Wezzigon, Greg Willcock & Janice Barcham, WA 
 3

rd
 Vanessa, Colin & Pam Mews, Vic 

Division Championship no championship 
Junior Championship Gribeley, Michael & Tony Pointon, Vic 
Ladies Championship Scylla, Susan Roberts & Simon Barrow, SA 
Veterans Championship Argo, Peter & Lesley Roberts, SA 
Family Championship Nereus, Alan & Joanne Cichero, Vic 
Invitation Race Good News, Grant & Andrew Nichols, Vic 
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1979 MIRROR NATIONALS  13  
Mordialloc Sailing Club, Melbourne 
reprinted from MCAV Mirror Reflections, February 1979 
 
That Nichols fellow did it again! After looking a no-hoper after three heats, he finished on strongly to take 
the series by a mere quarter of a point from South Australian Ross Whitehorn who looked the winner from 
the start. Ross also took out the Buxton Trophy for parent and child under 16. His tiny crew, Zane, must 
have been the smallest in the fleet, and considering the problems they had with the spinnaker whenever the 
wind was a little stronger, their performance to windward was outstanding. Third overall was the consistent 
Tasmanian Rod Viney, just ahead of David Lawry with Wayne Cornelius sitting in the forward seat, who 
were in fourth spot. 
 
Other outstanding performances came from Brian Cosgriff who showed his speed at the Mordialloc SC 
Mirror Day before Christmas was no fluke and finished 5

th
 overall. Tim Parker who sailed with Jenny Taylor 

in a borrowed boat sailed extremely well to finish 7
th
 overall. Tim hadn’t sailed a Mirror since the previous 

Nationals in Adelaide. Bill Dooley, returning to Mirrors after a spell in Sabres, showed tons of speed in the 
light stuff and finished 9

th
 overall. Warren Parker with wife Adele crewing finally got it all together to finish 

11
th
 overall and take out the Veterans Trophy. Greg Stephenson, in his first season in Mirrors took out the 

Junior Trophy and finished 14
th
 overall. 

 
Invitation Race: Sailed in light weather, the junior crews were well to the fore in this race. Rod Viney won 
this race after Robert Signorini, a promising junior, had led for the greater part of the race. Amanda Nutting 
sailed very well to finish third and Philip Potter revelled in the light conditions to finish fourth. Craig 
Thompson had his moment of glory in finishing seventh and never managed better than 44

th
 in the rest of 

the series. 
 
Heat 1: Rod Viney and Ross Whitehorn battled it out for the lead, with Ross gaining the upper hand at the 
end. Malcolm McDougall put in a very good heat to finish third ahead of Colin and Pam Mews in Vanessa. 
David Lawry sailed his worst heat in this race – he only finished fifth. Bill Dooley on the other hand sailed his 
best heat, finishing sixth. Grant Nichols came up through the fleet but could only manage ninth at the finish. 
 
Heat 2: Grant Nichols got Good News flying in this heat and won from Ross Whitehorn. Colin Mews sailed 
well for third. Rod Viney was fourth with David Lawry fifth again. Brian Cosgriff put in his second eighth 
placing in a row, while the lone Western Australian entrant, Keith Sclater finished seventh. 
 
Heat 3: Ross Whitehorn won this one from Rod Viney. David Lawry improved to third in front of Tim Parker 
fourth. The old man of Mirror sailing, Ian Nichols, got the almost antique Nimrod really moving for fifth 
place, while his son Grant could only manage tenth. After this heat, Ross Whitehorn was a clear leader with 
only 3½ points lost. Rod Viney had lost 8, and David Lawry 13. Grant Nichols would need to improve a lot if 
he was to retain his title as he had lost 19¾ points and now had to carry at least a ninth placing. 
 
Heat 4: Michael Adams sailed the race of his life to hold off a speedy Grant Nichols and won this race 
narrowly. Stan Mathieson had Voodoo humming along to third place, with David Lawry fourth and Alan 
Cichero putting in his best heat of a rather disappointing series for him, to finish fifth. Ross Whitehorn could 
only manage seventh place, while Rod Viney slumped to twelfth. 
 
Heat 5: This one was vital for Grant Nichols if he was to win the series. He had to win and Ross Whitehorn 
had to finish down the fleet if he was to have any chance going into the last heat. It happened. Grant won; 
Ross seventh. Brian Cosgriff had everything going right to finish second, with the ever consistent David 
Lawry third. Rod Viney kept in amongst it with a fourth placing. Tim Parker was fifth. Peter Roberts showed 
the speed everyone expected from him throughout the series in finishing eighth. 
 
Heat 6: It was the closest Nationals for many, many years. Not two, not three, but four boats could win it. 
Four skippers could be the National Champion. Discarding their worst heat so far, Ross Whitehorn had 10½ 
points, Rod Viney 12, Grant Nichols 12½ and David Lawry 15. Grant needed to beat Ross by at least two 
places to take the titles. At the final mark, with just the beat to the finish remaining, Brian Cosgriff was 
leading, Grant was second, Ross was third. Grant had to win to take the title, and win he did. Victory overall 
by ¼ point! David Lawry finished fourth and Tom Fowler was fifth to hoist himself a few places further up 
the final standings. 
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PORT PHILLIP BAY 
A National Titles lament to be sung to the tune of “Moreton Bay” 
By Ludwig Von Boathaven 
 

One Sunday morning as I was sailing 

Port Phillip waters down Mordy way 

I spied a sailor his fate bewailing 

As on the smelly beach he lay. 

I sail a boat that they call a Mirror 

I thought I’d put up quite a show 

But that Grant Nichols is a flamin’ terror 

And my poor boat won’t bloody go. 

It will not point and water it’s taking 

The ratchet block’s stuck up with chewing gum 

From bashes with the boom my head is aching 

And I’m suffering from gunnel bum. 

Couldn’t beat that old tub of Warren Parker’s 

And for all the good I did today 

I might as well have gone swimming starkers 

But it’s against the rules of the M.C.A.A. 

The President’s name was Cyril Barcham 

And in the sailors he did create fear 

For every morning he would march ‘em 

Off the end of the Mordialloc Pier. 

Near the creek mouth my boat was sinking 

And very much afraid was I 

For the water all round was stinking  

With bacteria called E-coli. 

A bloke came over her from South Australia 

To compete with us at this joint 

But all his efforts were met with failure 

By a quarter of a flippin’ point. 

It’s quite enough to drive you to desperation 

This story surely is no hoax 

I’d take up some other sport without hesitation 

If you weren’t all such bonzer blokes. 
 

1979 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
  Good News, Grant & Andrew Nichols, Vic 

 2
nd

  Rear View, Ross & Zane Whitehorn, SA 
 3

rd
 Suromira, Rod Viney & Nick McKim, Tas 

Division Championship A Good News, Grant & Andrew Nichols, Vic 
 B Bow Tie, Tom Fowler & Michael McKay, Tas 
 C Nimrod, Ian Nichols & Ainslie Allen, Vic 
 D Temeraire, Peter & Andrew Lechte, Vic 
 E Voodoo, Stan & Gary Mathieson, Vic 
 F Sea Eagle, Philip & Ross Potter, Vic 
 G Two-0, Julie & Harry McQuie, Vic 
 H Archimedes, Lance & Chris Court, ACT 
Junior Championship Michelangelo, Greg Stephenson & crew, Vic 
Ladies Championship Tuna, Amanda & Diana Nutting, Vic 
Veterans Championship Geronimo, Warren & Adele Parker, Vic 
Family Championship Rear View, Ross & Zane Whitehorn, SA 
Invitation Race Suromira, Rod Viney & Nick McKim, Tas 
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1980 MIRROR NATIONALS  14  
Nedlands Yacht Club, Perth 
by MCAWA, 1980 
 
This series, again hosted by Nedlands YC, was the selection series for the 2

nd
 Mirror World Championship 

to be sailed immediately after the Nationals. Because of the intense demand for the waters of the Swan 
River, both series had to be completed within the time normally set aside for the Nationals. 
 
Those who think rule changes have been a problem recently should spare a thought for the organisers of 
this series, who had to cope with all the differences between the Australian and International Mirrors. These 
included main sheet systems, wire-luff jibs, hand-holes in the transom, rudder blades, centre-boards and the 
missing keelband. 
 
The organisers decided that the only solution was to allow boats to sail without a keelband. This caused a 
major international incident - the British refused to allow their sailors to compete. However, the top five 
British crews were determined to be in it and joined the Maltese Mirror Association en masse and 
represented Malta.  
 
The already tight sailing schedule suffered a major setback when the second heat of the Nationals had to be 
abandoned before the start gun was fired because of winds gusting over 50knots. The problem was solved 
by holding three heats in the one day. 
 
By the last heat, the series was still quite open, with three main contenders Keith Sclater, Max Barcham and 
Rod Viney. On the last beat, Max Barcham was in the lead but was being strongly challenged. The race 
culminated in a close tacking duel right up to the finish line, with Max and crew, Brooke Dixon, managing to 
hang on to their narrow lead and take the title. It was noted at the time that Brooke Dixon, then just eleven, 
became the youngest Australian competitor in open-age international sport. 
 
Congratulations to Max Barcham (WA) the new Australian Champion, Jonathon Livingston II was usually the 
first boat in the water before a heat and this dedication and preparedness certainly paid off in Max's 
consistent high placing to complete the series with 8¾ points. A close second was Keith Sclater (WA) sailing 
Erewan with 9¾ points. The other three boats to gain selection in the Australian team were Suromira Rod 
Viney (Tas) 11 points, Odysseus Michael Adams (Tas) 16½ points and Good News Grant Nichols (Vic) 19¾ 
points. 
 

 
Jonathon Livingston II, Max Barcham & Brooke Dixon (WA), 1980 Australian Mirror Champions 
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1980 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
  Jonathan Livingston II, Max Barcham & Brooke Dixon, WA 

 2
nd

  Erewan, Keith Sclater & Ian Barrow, WA 
 3

rd
 Suromira, Rod Viney & Nick McKim, Tas 

Division Championship A Jonathan Livingston II, Max Barcham & Brooke Dixon, WA 
 B Yellow Hammer, Mike & Nicola Davies, WA 
 C Shere Khan, Neil & Ron Adams, Tas 
 D Klepto, Roger Baggaley & crew, WA 
 E Mach IV, Bill & Felicity Nuttall, WA 
 F The Saint, A. Cranley & crew, SA 
 G Sandpiper, Rob & Peter Shaw, WA 
 H Icon, Greg Glass & crew, WA 
Junior Championship The Aussie Flyer, Ken Sclater & Doug Lilford, WA 
Ladies Championship The Owl and the Pussy Cat, Kim & Terry Adams, Tas 
Veterans Championship Thoth, Norm Deane & Phillipa O’Meagher, Tas 
Family Championship Rear View, Ross & Zane Whitehorn, SA 
Invitation Race Shadow, Simon Jackson & Andrew Hales, Eng 

1980 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
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1981 MIRROR NATIONALS  15  

Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Hobart 
reprinted from the MCAA Year Book, 1980-81 
 
Tasmanian boats dominated the series with Michael Adams and Susan Bell in Odysseus winning from 
clubmates Nick Rogers and Philip McKay in Temeraire by only a quarter of a point. A fleet of 84 boats, 
contested the six heats on the River Derwent, hosted by the Montrose Bay Yacht Club. Conditions varied 
greatly during the series and many crews found the fresh winds difficult to handle. 
 
Congratulations to Mike and Sue for a wonderful performance and it is obvious the standard of sailing is 
benefiting from good competition. 
 
Former champion, Grant Nichols, with brother Andrew, took fourth place in Dinky Di Dinghy. Grant retired 
from Mirror sailing at the completion of this series. This marks the end of an era as he is the only person to 
have sailed in every Australian Mirror Championship. 
 
The members of the host club really turned on Tasmanian hospitality at its best to help the competitors, both 
on and off the water. There were many highlights to the series and also bad luck tales, but it was the 
preparation of the winning boats and the dedication of the crews which really shone out in a most enjoyable 
and extremely well organised and conducted series. 
 
The Montrose Bay Yacht Club provided every facility to crews and it is a tribute to their members and in 
particular, Bob Fowler who was OOD for the series, that such a wonderful week's sailing and entertainment 
was enjoyed by all.  
 

  
Kite set on Temeraire, runner-up in Mirrors Montrose Bay coloured red with Mirrors 
 

1981 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
  Odysseus, Michael Adams & Susan Bell, Tas 

 2
nd

  Temeraire, Nick Rogers & Philip McKay, Tas 
 3

rd
 Black Magic, Craig & David Stewart, SA 

Division Championship A Odysseus, Michael Adams & Susan Bell, Tas 
B Rethoth, Norm Deane & Phillipa O'Meagher, Tas 
C Electric Mayhem, Rian Moore & Marion Gee, WA 
D Jonathon Livingston Seagull, Christine Adams & Wes Imms, Tas 
E Suromira, Rod Viney & Miriam Berkery, Tas 
F Thunderbolt, Nelson & Paul Epps, WA 
G Retsek, Graham & Kester Vorrath, Vic 

Junior Championship Black Magic, Craig & David Stewart, SA 
Ladies Championship Jonathon Livingston Seagull, Christine Adams & Wes Imms, Tas 
Veterans Championship Good News, Ian Nichols & Anthony Allen, Vic 
Family Championship Rear View, Ross & Zane Whitehorn, SA 
Invitation Race The Gaffer, Robert Frayne & Simon Butterworth, WA 
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1982 MIRROR NATIONALS  16  
Bayview Yacht Racing Association, Sydney 
reprinted from the MCAA Year Book, 1981-82 

Pittwater was in its most difficult mood with light, confusing breezes the order of the day - except for the lay 
day, when it blew hard enough to nearly ruin the NSW v THE REST Cricket Test! Most of the big fleet of 83 
found it frustrating, but the top skippers seemed to have few problems. Nick Rogers (Temeraire, Tas) 
hoping to improve on his second last year, and Ross Whitehorn (Rear View, SA) the reigning family crew 
champion, quinellaed the first five heats. Needing to win the final heat to tie the series, Nick could only 
manage a fifth, while Ross notched his fourth win to emerge a clear champion. Built like a weight lifter, he 
proved that boat handling skills will always triumph, even in light airs. 

BYRA sailor, Ross Grainger (Showroom Dummies, NSW) put his local knowledge and extensive UK 
experience to good use to wrap up third overall. He was the only local in the first dozen places. Last year's 
Junior Champion, Craig Stewart (Black Magic, SA) finished one place lower this year at fourth. Libby Frayne 
(The Brilliant, WA) had to discard a disqualification but still finished fifth overall to be a clear winner of both 
the Junior and the Ladies titles. Norm Deane (Rethoth, Tas) was seventh overall to be top Veteran and with 
Ross and Zane Whitehorn being ineligible by virtue of having won the championship outright, the eleventh 
placing of Bill Dooley (Frodo, Vic) was good enough to take out the Buxton Trophy for a family crew. 

The BYRA officials used the gate start expertly to get the large fleet away without recalls, and with very few 
incidents of any kind. Two of the top three used self-made jibs. Ross Whitehorn added a mainsail acquired 
two years ago from an English visitor to the World Championship at Perth. Ross Grainger used a complete 
suit from his La Mer Loft. Nick Roger's sails came from the loft of Steve Walker in Tasmania. Several of the 
top boats used the simpler International rig (e.g. no central sheeting or ratchet blocks) raising the question 
whether the Australian variations are worthwhile. Perhaps they are in a blow! 

1982 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
 Rear View, Ross, Zane & Clint Whitehorn, SA 

 2
nd

 Temeraire, Nick Rogers & Phillip McKay, Tas 
 3

rd
 Showroom Dummies, Ross Grainger & crew, NSW 

Division Championship A not known 
Junior Championship The Brilliant, Libby Frayne & Justin Hollyock, WA 
Ladies Championship The Brilliant, Libby Frayne & Justin Hollyock, WA 
Veterans Championship Rethoth, Norm Deane & Sue Adams, Tas 
Family Championship Frodo, Bill & Melissa Dooley, Vic  
Invitation race Rear View, Ross, Zane & Clint Whitehorn, SA 

  
 

 

1982 BYRA Nationals 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Queensland Team at BYRA 
L-R: Brian Turner, Mark Brice and David Brice (Qld) 
(photos: Brian Turner) 
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1983 MIRROR NATIONALS  17  
Sandgate Yacht Club, Brisbane 
reprinted from the MCAA Year Book, 1982-83 
 
The 1982-83 Nationals were held on Moreton Bay, Queensland. Host club was the Sandgate Yacht Club 
situated at Bramble Bay. Once again all states were represented, including four from South Australia, seven 
from Western Australia, eleven from Tasmania, twenty from Victoria, two from the ACT, nine from New 
South Wales and eighteen from Queensland. 

Most of the visitors camped in the fully enclosed boat park adjacent to the club and were able to use the 
club facilities. The early arrivals set up camp on the 'high' ground to avoid being flooded during the wet. 
Several Victorians were forced to act as modern day dambusters during one 'shower'. 

Prior to measuring day all of the keen skippers and crews rigged and sailed out for practice runs on the bay. 
The Moreton Bay slop was a testing place to sail for all. Measuring was an event in itself. Several boats 
weighed in light and required lead or other additions. Many centreboards, masts, sails, etc needed 
alterations. Measurement appears to be an area requiring considerable thought and perhaps greater control, 
otherwise we could see some unfortunate protests in the future. 

Invitation Race: Sailed in 5 -10 knots, unstable easterly. Gate starting procedure enabled all boats to get 
away to good starts. For those who had not ventured out to practice it was their first experience of sailing 
into the large jelly fish that adorned areas of the course -hitting them plays havoc with the rudder and 
centreboard, but certainly beats hitting turtles. 1, Karabos II - N. Rogers; 2, Tramuntana II - R. Wright; 3, 
Bow Tie - T. Fowler 

Heat 1: An afternoon race sailed in a freshening north east breeze of 15 -20 knots. Intense battle between 
Karabos, Bow Tie and Tramuntana, Karabos established a small winning margin due to superior downwind 
speed. 

Heat 2: Morning race, moderate winds, smooth seas, freshening as race progresses. Again a battle between 
Tramuntana, Bow Tie and Karabos. Tramuntana leads up last beat to finish, fails to cover Karabos and 
finishes a close second. 

Heat 3: Afternoon race, wind 18-22 knots, waves to one metre. Sky (David Graney, Tas) leads most of the 
race, but muffs last beat allowing Bow Tie to take first place. Rear View sails best race thus far, finishing 
seventh. 

Heat 4: Fifteen knot north easterly with sloppy seas to 0.9 metres. Tramuntana and Bow Tie established a 
small lead over Karabos, Sky, Magnum and Rear View. Tramuntana breaks boom outhaul, and unable to 
peg back four boat length lead established by Bow Tie. Bow Tie crosses finish line and capsizes. 

Heat 5: Series now wide open, battle royal on between Bow Tie and Karabos. Race commences in 10 -15 
knots. Bow Tie survives a course long tactical duel to defeat Karabos by 22 seconds. Series now firmly in 
Tom Fowler's grasp, Karabos can only tie series if Tom breaks a leg. Bill Roberts must beat Queensland 
boat Scoda to take Junior Mirror title. 

Heat 6: Morning race 20 -25 knots plus squalls, 
raining overcast, very sloppy seas. Two false starts 
and starting boat drags anchor. Bow Tie capsizes in 
an attempt to fix a broken outhaul fitting. Race 
commences with Bow Tie still in water. Wind shift 
after start favours starboard end starters. Host of 
different boats leading fleet. Moonbi (Qld) leads 
fleet. Karabos works through fleet to finally win by 8 
seconds from Moonbi. Coldy finds form and finishes 
14

th
. Argo easily beats Scoda and takes Junior title.  

Congratulations must go to Bill Roberts and Clint 
Whitehorn for winning the Junior Mirror title. They 
must have surely been the youngest combination to 
have taken out this honour. The series in 
Queensland was great fun, the competition in each 
of the divisions was keenly contested and all in all 
can only be recommended to all Mirror families. 
Tasmanian Mirror sailors have obviously improved 
as a group. They held numerous sailing clinics, sail 
evaluation sessions, tuning races, etc, etc since the 
last National titles in Sydney. The general level of 
preparation of Tassie boats and crews was 
exceptional. 

Nick Rogers & Philip McKay (left) with  
Tom Fowler & Michael McKay 
1983 Australian Mirror Champions 
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1983 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship =1

st
 Karabos II, Nick Rogers & Philip McKay, Tas 

 =1
st
 Bow Tie, Tom Fowler & Michael McKay, Tas 

 3
rd

 Tramuntana, Bob & Helen Wright, SA 
Division Championship A not known 
Junior Championship Argo, William Roberts & Clint Whitehorn, SA 
Ladies Championship Argo, Stephanie & Jacqui Giles, ACT 
Veterans Championship Moonbi, Mark Brice & Mike Easton, Qld 
Family Championship Rear View, Ross & Zane Whitehorn, SA 
Invitation Race Karabos II, Nick Rodgers & Philip McKay, Tas 
 

 
Argo, Stephanie & Jacqui Giles 
1983 Australian Ladies Champions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rehia Poti, Ralph Newman  
& Angus Wills (NSW) 
“I like Mirror Dinghies – they are  
good family boats – even children  
can handle them safely” 
Courier Mail, 28 December 1982 
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1984 MIRROR NATIONALS  18  
Canberra Yacht Club, Canberra 
reprinted from the MCAA Year Book, 1983-84 
 

The 18
th
 Australian Mirror Championships were conducted on 

Lake Burley Griffin over the Christmas holidays. The series 
started with the normal measurement hassles, but these should 
be minimized in the future as a result of a 'Rules and Technical 
Committee' with representatives from all states being set up to 
discuss and determine measurement interpretations before the 
National Championship. 
 
Canberra was in its normal fluky state for the series, with light 
winds prevailing for the week though this did not deter close 
tactical racing and the dominance of the better boats, as 
indicated by the three world representatives finishing in the top 
five places. Malcolm McDougall (another Tasmanian) started off 
in good form, winning the invitation race, even though he was 
hard pressed by Andrew Harrop, with his radical new kite design 
(505 kite jury rigged from a large gaff - Ed.). 
 
Highlights of the series included. New Year’s Eve - 'what a rage’. 
The general social life at the Club and at the Motor Village - 
great! The very professional way the series was run, whilst still 
being fun. We extend to the race committee our congratulations, 
as they had the worst job of the series. 
 
Nick Rogers won. Nick is also preparing to win the Frank Buxton 
Trophy. Congratulations.  
 
The Andrews and Ted Parker (a relatively unknown quantity 
from Victoria) proved that you don't need new boats or new sails 
to do well! Both Tasmania and Western Australia showed their 
competitiveness by arriving a week early to prepare for the 
series. Their enthusiasm paid off with Tasmania winning the 
inaugural 'Canberra Times' teams trophy with WA a close 
second. 
 
David Thomson and Scott Hartman, surprising quite a few 
people coming second in heat 2 after being holed in heat 1, in 
their new boat, Tubby Too. They continued to sail fairly 
consistently to finish seventh overall. Heat 5 - where Daiquiri 
cracked first -very well done. The Andrews sailed a very good 
series and deserved their third place overall. 
 
Two aspects from the results are well worth noting, first the high 
standard of competition and second the diminishing dominance 
of some states, with all states represented in the top eleven 
places. The Junior Trophy went to The Gaffer (R. Frayne), the 
Veteran Trophy (for skippers over 40) was won by Frodo (Bill 
Dooley) and the Frank Buxton Trophy went to Svelte (Gordon 
Armstrong). Top placed Canberra skipper was Stephanie Giles 
who won the Ladies Championship and finished 19

th
 overall. 

 

Colin McDonald 
by Bob Wright, reprinted from SA Mirror News, February 1984 
 
The resilience of the average Mirror sailor is typified by Colin McDonald's start to the Championships. Ten 
miles out of Narrandera Colin overturned his car, camper trailer and boat. The car was a write-off, the trailer 
a mass of splinters, Colin required 6 stitches in a head wound and Coldy suffered minor abrasions and a 
torn transom. Twenty minutes after the accident with his car wrecked, belongings strewn over the roadside, 
and he himself bleeding, all Colin could think of was getting to Canberra to sail. As the results bear witness, 
not only did he get to Canberra, repair his boat etc. but in ending up eighth overall he must be the most 
improved boat since the Queensland Nationals. A very commendable effort! 

Nick Rogers and Kyle Stewart 
celebrate winning the 1984 Mirror 
Championships, The Canberra 
Times, 28 December 1983 
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Preparing for the Nationals – Nick Rogers 
With all series there is a great deal of preparation - for boat and crew. For the 1983 Nationals I trained at 
Montrose Bay where the conditions are quite similar to Lake Burley Griffin, with the high hills surrounding 
the bay. My new crew, 9 year old Kyle Stewart only started sailing with me four months before leaving for 
Canberra. He had a lot to learn in a short time as he was replacing a very experienced crew - namely Philip 
McKay who sailed with me for 3½ years, including the 1983 World titles in the UK. Kyle slotted in just nicely 
as my team member, and quickly became accustomed to sailing in any conditions. I gained a lot of 
confidence in my little gutsy crew, when we were out in a 25 to 30 knot blow, planing with the spinnaker up 
and Kyle yelled "This is fun, can we go any faster." 
 
For young Kyle (nicknamed 'Paddington Bear' by one and all, owing to an incident at Lake Burley Griffin) it 
was his first time away from his family and home - also his first plane flight. It was a big responsibility, but 
Kyle didn't let me down in any way. It was a fair old hike from Tassie to Canberra in one day, all we wanted 
when we arrived was to find a bed. Next morning we left Toad Hall where we were staying and found it was 
close to the Lake, very convenient. But, on examining the Lake it looked as still as a mill-pond - my 
thoughts were that the series could well end up like a raffle (It did –and I won!!) 
 
During the first day we unpacked the boats and prepared for our first practice sail. There was no rush – 
there was no wind! But later in the afternoon a slight breeze came in and the Tassie team all decided to go 
out for a training run. We set up a gate start on the water, and raced fairly closely trying to work out the Lake 
and its secrets. Well, I came a dismal last, and decided that that side of the Lake was not the way to go, so 
we all sailed back and had a re-start. This time I went in the other direction – and still came last! Thinking 
about it I came to the conclusion that I lacked boat speed in the lighter conditions. Next day, I raked the 
mast forward a little and tried it out again. That seemed to be the answer for the lighter conditions, but I still 
could not clear out during training, and I couldn't match Malcolm McDougall's speed in Rascus. He seemed 
to be going very fast in these conditions. 
 
Measurement time always seems to be a worry for some sailors. Personally, I feel it is not worth the hassle 
of trying to stretch the rules or interpret them another way. It always· seems to cause a headache for the 
measurer and the series. 
 
Like I did, anyone sailing at Lake Burley Griffin sure would find it an experience, the very light breezes and 
the importance of clear air at all times. Weighing up my performance and my placings, I feel my boat speed 
wasn't anything to shout about, but I constantly watched for the breeze on the water and tried to stay out of 
the drifting holes -and trouble! 
 
Hull: I don't really believe that anything you may do with the hull shape would make that much difference to 
the performance of your boat. Sure you can fiddle around with the tolerances, you may get your boat going 
faster in some conditions but may end up slower in other conditions, that is why I decided to build my boat 
straight down the middle of the tolerances. I also only used timber provided in the kit. When building my 
boat there were things I felt were necessary to do, i.e. keep the boat down to minimum weight. 

Mast Step·- as far forward as possible  

Centrecase - as long as possible, as far aft as possible  

Chine and transom corners – round, first glass then fill with microballoons to sharp 

Floor - put in additional floor battens to stiffen the bottom  
 
Fittings: I tried to keep my fittings down to the minimum required and all the fittings that are on the boat are 
simple and work freely. I feel that you must keep the system simple because complicated systems will fail 
eventually. For those fittings that don't work you should replace immediately. 
 
Sails: The sails that I use and have always used are Walker sails made in Tasmania. The sails that you 
order from Walker are a standard sail, the only differences from boat to boat being the luff round on the 
mainsail. For the spinnaker I use Dynac sail cloth.  
 
Sailing Ideas Used: My main priority is to keep the boat simple. Mark all the sheets, boom, vang, outhaul' 
and luff tensions. The reason I mark everything is to give me a guide in setting up the boat for different 
conditions thus giving me more time to concentrate on sailing.  
 
To Improve My Performance: There is only one way to improve my performance and that is by putting 
more time into sailing and also more time in preparing my boat. One thing I do believe in is KEEP IT 
SIMPLE.  
 
Books To Read: The Tasmanian Mirror Class Association released a magazine called "Learn to Sail Your 
Mirror Well". If you are interested in improving your performance then this book is for you. 
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Reprinted from SA Mirror News, March 1984 

 
1984 Canberra Nationals heat 6 (photo: Neal Davis) 

1984 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
 Karabos II, Nick Rogers & Kyle Stewart, Tas 

 2
nd

 Eagle, Ted & Rachael Parker, Vic 
 3

rd
 Daiquri, Andrew Harrop & Andrew Earle, NSW 

Division Championship A Tramuntana II, Bob & Helen Wright, SA 
 B Scoda, Scott & David Barber, Qld 
 C Gleck Jnr, Gregory & Craig Plant, Vic 
 D Waterborne, Douglas & Gerald Raftesath, NSW 
 E Rehia Poti, Neil & Kate Millar, NSW 
 F Joalyn, Ken & Joanne Venn, Vic 
 G Flip Flop, David Fullagar & Anthony Shepard, ACT 
Junior Championship The Gaffer, Robbie Frayne & Tim Roberts, WA 
Ladies Championship Argo, Stephanie & Jacqui Giles, ACT 
Veterans Championship Frodo, Bill & Melissa Dooley, Vic 
Family Championship Svelte, Gordon & Reid Armstrong, Tas 
Invitation Race Rascas, Malcolm McDougall & Aaron Staveley, Tas 
Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1

st
 Tasmania 
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1985 MIRROR NATIONALS  19  
Sponsor: Coca-Cola Bottlers, Grange Sailing Club, Adelaide 
reprinted from the MCAA Year Book 1984-85 
 
Grange Sailing Club, South Australia was the host club for a very successful series contested by 93 boats 
from all States of Australia. Ultimate winners Bob and Helen Wright in Tramuntana (SA), were well 
concealed in the early part of the series, coming 21

st
 and 20

th
 in the invitation race and Heat 1. Their lengthy 

preparation and experience eventually brought them to the fore, however, and their win was acclaimed as a 
very well earned result. 
 
Pre-series favourite Colin McDonald with Greg Wise in Coldy (SA) was the winner of the invitation race and 
was second in Heat 1. These races were sailed in 10-15 knot sou'westerly winds which seemed to suit the 
South Australians; they had five boats in the top 10 in the invitation race. 
 
Heat 2 turned into something of a lottery as a gusty nor'easterly gradually weakened and the sea breeze 
slowly developed. Intrepid (WA) set up an early lead, but then chose the wrong side of the course and 
allowed another WA boat Rear Vision (Christian Zerovich), to steal a very big lead. Tramuntana had steadily 
improved. The wind dropped right out and the leading boats flopped around becalmed just a few hundred 
yards from the finishing line. Tramuntana found the best position and won narrowly, but then it became 
chaotic as the sea breeze brought the tailenders through with spinnakers flying. Stories of boats gaining or 
losing 20 places in the last 5 minutes were common and race result recorders on the bridge worked late into 
the night confirming the finishing sequence. Oh for a tape recorder! 
 
The story of Heats 3, 4 and 5 was Intrepid, Intrepid, Intrepid as 14 year olds Paul Eldrid and Peter Mais 
found the 20-25 knot S-W winds to be just like those at home. With their flat sails and excellent boat 
handling skills they were convincing winners. 
 
Heat 6 was the decider, with Smokey II, Dean Dixon (WA), leading Tramuntana by only 0.75 points after the 
first five heats. Bob Wright chose to start late through the gate in order to minimize the chances of being 
blanketed. His decision was vindicated when he was second round the first mark and went on to a clear win. 
 
Intrepid had two poor results when only one can be afforded, and must be regarded as unlucky not to win 
the series. They had consolation in being the Junior Champions and being members of the winning WA 
team in the Inter-State teams competition. Many of the WA boats had been professionally built from English 
kits, and they had put in many hours of practice under the conditions they expected to find in SA. Their win

 
was a tribute to very thorough preparation. 
 
The social side of the Championships was a great success, with the weather being very kind and the venues 
well chosen. Memories of the Bogaduck Bush Band on New Year's Eve, Seppeltsfield on New Year's Day, 
and the jazz group Area Code 08 on Presentation Night will live long in the memories of all participants. The 
South Australian organizers built on the foundation provided by Canberra the previous year when they 
produced a very comprehensive 40 page report on the organizing of the Championships. This was 
distributed to all States and should prove a very useful guide for the future.  
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Reflections on Campaigning a Mirror - Bob Wright 
Winning the 1984-85 Nationals was a great thrill and provided an immense amount of satisfaction for both 
Helen and myself. The fact that we were able to do it did not come about by accident but can be attributed 
to planning and preparation. Whatever good planning any Mirror sailor can make will ultimately be 
rewarding. In our case we needed a child minder willing to look after Scott, and we needed competitive 
practice leading up to the Nationals. Both fortunately occurred, allowing winter sailing and active 
competition with Coldy (Colin McDonald).  

 

Although we were competitive in Canberra, Colin did not allow us to win a race back in SA At this point we 
were not exactly brimming over with confidence but were determined to test and evaluate sails, rig, fittings, 
and techniques. It was not until the last weekend before the Nationals that we actually won a race and beat 
Colin by a small margin. Having agonised over which sails to use in the Nationals I decided upon those that 
I used in my only win. In retrospect my choice was wrong as the wind in races 3, 4 & 5 saw me overpowered 
too often as a result of using a mainsail that was marginally too full. 

Former National Champions, Nick Rogers and Ross Whitehorn have always been advocates of practice, 
preparation and more practice. We did likewise, but with a single exception where I proved that my gaff was 
too weak by breaking it, our practice was all in winds of less than 15 knots. This proved to be our undoing 
during the Series. In race 3 we broke our plate top and could not pull it up into the case while running or 
reaching. During race 4 our boom outhaul broke and our spinnaker would not hold in its cam cleat. I do not 
mention this as an excuse for our performance in those races but to illustrate that there is no substitute for 
testing your gear in ALL conditions. This is the only way that you can sail and know that your gear will not let 
you down. The boats from WA handled the conditions in the heavy races with ease, no doubt a reflection on 
thorough, tested preparation in stronger winds. 

Because it’s been repeated so often, that consistency will win more series of races than erratic brilliance, it 
can be soul destroying to bomb out in a couple of races. Its easy to say don't be psyched out by this, but not 
so easy to follow the advice. For this reason, any Mirror sailor attending a Nationals who is able to bring 
support (wife, husband, father, friend, team manager), could well be better off. Norm Deane's help to the 
Worlds' team at Mumbles was invaluable. Likewise after my disastrous invitation race and race 1 it was 
Ross Whitehorn who looked at my lack of boat speed in a cool and objective manner and suggested 
checking my rig. I believed that my mast had backrake. On checking it, we discovered pronounced forward 
rake, even now the reasons for it escape me. Once corrected the boat had its old sparkle. 

I suppose what I am trying to say is that if you are as cool, calm and collected as Bill Dooley you will not 
have a problem, but for those of us who can be psyched out its nice to have an understanding crew or team 
manager who is able to provide support and objectivity. 

Having dealt with 1 - PREPARATION & PRACTICE; 2 - SUPPORT & CO-OPERATION; then perhaps the 
last element is 3 - THE BOAT. Tramuntana II is now a seven season old boat and was built bearing in mind 
all of the desirable features of The Gaffer and Rear View.  

To conclude this article here are some points on sailing Mirrors  
 Concentrate all of the time on your jib telltales as you sail to windward. Many skippers "wander" up 

wind varying between sailing OK or pinching or falling away. 
 Keep the boat flat 
 Concentrate your full crewed weight over the thwart 
 Reduce the amount of plate in the water off-wind 
 Practice, practice, practice and evaluate all that you do 
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Grange Sailing Club red with Mirrors The Gulf waters race to the beach 

  
This Mirror is Cherry Ripe ACT Team at Grange Sailing Club 
 

1985 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
 Tramuntana, Bob & Helen Wright, SA 

 2
nd

 Smokey II, Dean & Brooke Dixon, WA 
 3

rd
 Intrepid, Paul Eldrid & Peter Mais, WA 

Division Championship A Smokey II, Dean & Brooke Dixon, WA 
 B Tramuntana, Bob & Helen Wright, SA 
 C Glass Onion, Andrew Candy & Cathy Edwards, WA 
 D Impact, David Pilbeam & Andrew Lane, WA 
 E Titicaca, David Lawry & Wayne Cornelius, Vic 
 F Mirare, Greg & Alice McAdoo, ACT 
 G Jesse James, John & Ron Fry, SA 
Junior Championship Intrepid, Paul Eldrid & Peter Mais, WA 
Ladies Championship Gremlin, Michelle Eldrid & Jodie Bishop, WA 
Veterans Championship Frodos Image, Bill & Melissa Dooley, Vic 
Family Championship Svelte, Gordon & Reid Armstrong, Tas 
Invitation Race Coldy, Colin McDonald & Greg Wise, SA 
Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1

st
 Western Australia 

1985 Grange Nationals 
Competitor’s pennants in the right direction 
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1986 MIRROR NATIONALS  20  
Sponsor: Mitsubishi, Mordialloc Sailing Club, Melbourne 
reprinted from the MCAA Year Book, 1986-87 
 
A record fleet of 118 entries competed in the Mitsubishi 20

th
 Australian Mirror Championship held at 

Mordialloc Sailing Club, Victoria, from 28
th
 December 1985 until 3

rd
 January, 1986. In winds that ranged 

from near calm to gales, Tasmanian sailors took the first three places with Dave Graney in Sky III winning 
three heats to take the championship from Nick Rogers in Karabos IV and the first junior, Duncan 
McGlashan, in Moya.  
 
Heat one started in a 15 mph wind from the north, which then dropped to under 5 mph and swung to the 
west, and finally, the sea breeze came in from the south. Graney showed his form by leading all the way in 
the changing conditions. The next morning, heat 2 was started in a 20-30 mph northerly, but abandoned 
after one triangle with a large part of the fleet retired and walking home along the beach. There were some 
amazing sights on the reaches and at the gybe mark, before the abandon signal went up. In the afternoon 
heat 3 was also abandoned when the wind dropped completely and shifted so much a line could not be laid 
satisfactorily.  
 
By the next morning the wind had settled in the south west at 15-20 mph. After two general recalls (a fleet of 
115+ on a line is a sight to behold) the starter went to a gate start and the fleet got away cleanly. Again, 
Dave Graney led all the way to win from Nick Rogers, with junior, Paul Eldrid (WA) in Intrepid, third. Heat 2 
was re-sailed in the afternoon. The wind was of similar strength but more patchy. Patrick Ahern (WA) in 
Apparition mastered the chop to lead all the way to win from Duncan McGlashan and Nick Rogers.  
 
The day following the lay day, when Victoria won the cricket match against the Rest quite convincingly, heat 
5 was abandoned with 25+ mph south west winds. On the final day, Heat 6 was eventually started in a 5 
mph breeze from the south west. The lead changed several times in the light oscillating wind, before Ted 
Parker (Vic) in Eagle won from Mark Barrington (Tas) in Kathleen and Duncan McGlashan. The final race 
was the re-sail of heat 3, held in 15-20mph winds from the south west, with the usual short steep chop. Once 
again, Graney lead from start to finish, to make certain of the title, winning from juniors Campbell McKay 
(NSW) in Demon's Revenge and John Corser (WA) in Skip. 
 
The Junior Trophy went to Duncan McGlashan (Moya, Tas), the Ladies Trophy to Michelle Eldrid (Gremlin, 
WA), the Family Trophy to Mark Barrington (Kathleen, Tas), and the Veterans Trophy to Norm Deane 
(Rethoth, Tas). The Team Trophy went inevitably, to Tasmania at the conclusion of a very well run regatta. 
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National Champion’s Report – David Graney 
Having been outsailed in Adelaide, I attempted to find out why. The conclusions I came to were: 
1. Not enough preparation in Adelaide prior to the Nationals 
2. My sails (main and jib) were not suited to the conditions 
3. Our total crew weight was too much (19 stone) 
 

Prior to going to Melbourne, I built a new Blockey boat but had great difficulty in getting the boat down to 
weight. Many pieces were returned and replaced by Blockey but to no avail-the boat weighed 105 Ib -but it 
was stiff and strong. I found a new lighter crew. I re-designed both my mainsail and jib, and went to a full 
main and a full decksweeper jib. 
 

Prior to going to Melbourne, we spent numerous hours chasing both Duncan McGlashan and Nick Rogers 
round the course, but through discussions with them, and the rest of the Tassie Mirror sailors, we were able 
to gradually improve our speed. When training, we try to push the boat hard at all times - especially in 
difficult conditions. If we are going to break gear, the sooner the better, so that it can be replaced with 
something strong enough. Also, one doesn't get very many chances to sail in difficult conditions (very heavy 
or very light), so make the most of it. If you have sailed around the course, set the kite and jib in 20 knots, 
then 15 knots is easy. Similarly, if you have done it in 30 knots, 25 is easy. 
 

At the Nationals, we were very fortunate to have the services of Nigel Plumridge as our team coach. The 
support and encouragement from the Tassie Team and many others was also invaluable. 
 

The Boat 
Sky III is a standard Blockey Boat 

 Built using the "West system", and with "West" on the outside of the bottom panels.  
 Stiffened by the use of extra floor battens -full length, and of similar cross section to the kit. .  
 Centreboard and rudder laminated and very stiff, but on the heavy side.  
 Centre Case as far aft as possible.  
 Mast step as far forward as possible.  
 Keep rigging and fittings as simple as possible.  
 All adjustments must be able to be adjusted easily, even in a blow.  
 Bolt fittings where possible.  
 Kite sheets and halyard are endless.  
 Ensure that all rigging and fittings are workable and strong enough by sailing in all conditions.  
 Sky III is fitted with a large compass which I find invaluable.  

 

Points on Mirror Sailing 
 Read "How to Sail your Mirror Well" (Produced in 1983 by M.C.A.T.). 
 Sail it FLAT 
 Once you become fairly competent, purchase a good compass and learn how and when to use it.  
 Try to train with a partner and share all of your knowledge to improve the whole fleet.  
 Try sailing the boat without the rudder to really learn what boat heel and sail trim will do. 
 If you can find a coach, use him. It is beneficial to have a second opinion from outside the boat. 
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WA juniors 

 
1986 National Mirror Champion, David Graney and family 

1986 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
  Sky III, David Graney & Malcolm Walmsley, Tas 

 2
nd

  Karabos IV, Nick Rogers & Jason Mitchell, Tas 
 3

rd
 Moya, Duncan McGlashan & Adrian Wilde, Tas 

Division Championship A Sky III, David Graney & Malcolm Walmsley, Tas 
 B Apparition, Patrick Ahearn & Michael Edwards, WA 
 C Demon’s Revenge, Campbell & Hamish McKay, NSW 
 D Glass Onion, Andrew & Susannah Candy, WA 
 E Rhubarb, David & Katie Morris, Vic 
 F Rear View, Mal Hutton & Scott Wise, SA 
 G Micro, Rohan Kerr & crew, NSW 
 H Sea Gals, Mucki Vorrath & Jacqui Williamson, Vic 
 I New Formula Jindi, Andrew Henry & crew, Vic 
 J Rising Damp, Ray & Stephen Wise, SA 
Junior Championship Moya, Duncan McGlashan & Adrian Wilde, Tas 
Ladies Championship Gremlin, Michelle Eldrid & Emma Graham, WA 
Veterans Championship Rethoth, Norm Deane & Scott Rappl, Tas 
Family Championship Kathleen, Mark & Alexia Barrington, Tas 
Invitation Race Sky III, David Graney & Malcolm Walmsley, Tas 
Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1

st
 Tasmania 

MORDI MAYHEM 
by Rachel Sag (Mirriam 41680) 
Reprinted from 20

th
 Nationals Bulletin No. 9 

At Mordialloc the breakers rise,  

the waves with force increase in size,  

before you get out, you nearly drown,  

and that's before the start flag's down.  

Someone yells STARBOARD! and suddenly smash  

obviously, we have had a crash,  

oh, no, it’s up with code flag "B",  

I fear that they're protesting me.  

Up with the first sub, the other flags fall,  

bang! bang! it’s another general recall!!  

You beauty, they've come to their senses mate,  

at last they'll start us with a gate.  

The weather’s pretty lousy here, 

they'll cancel it again I fear, 

oh no, the Q flag's down - we have to dash!  

HELP!!! SPLASH. 
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1987 MIRROR NATIONALS  21  
Nedlands Yacht Club, Perth 
by MCAWA, 1987 
 
This was the BIG year for yachting in WA, the year of the America's Cup. The Mirror Nationals were 
selection heats for the fourth World Championship. The venue was once more Nedlands Yacht Club.  
 
The series attracted 89 entries, including 35 interstate boats. There was a strong team from Tasmania and 
the local contingent included Paul Eldrid, Dean Dixon, Michelle Eldrid and David Pilbeam, all current or 
former State Champions.  
 
The winds didn't live up to our expectations. After a 20 knot sea breeze for the invitation race, the winds got 
progressively lighter but still allowed some planing on the reaches.  
 
Nick Rogers and Jason Mitchell (Tas) started 
off well by winning the invitation race and then 
proceeded to win every alternate heat to take 
the series outright. Paul Eldrid and Troy Storer 
of WA won the Junior Trophy, the Ladies 
Trophy went to Michelle Eldrid and Emma 
Graham of WA, the Veterans Trophy to stalwart 
Norm Deane and Felicity Ranson from 
Tasmania and the Family Trophy to Mark, 
Alexia and Laurence Barrington, also of 
Tasmania. 
 
It was no surprise that WA and Tasmania were 
the only real contenders for the Teams Trophy. 
With seven places out of the first eleven, WA 
emerged the winners. 
 
The World Championship team came from 
these two states, namely Nick Rogers, Paul 
Eldrid, John Corser, David Graney and Dean 
Dixon. It is well known Mirror history that Paul 
Eldrid and Troy Storer became the first 
Australians to win the World Championship, 
with Graney second, Dixon third and Rogers 
fourth. 
 

1987 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
  Karabos IV, Nick Rogers & Jason Mitchell, Tas 

 2
nd

  Intrepid, Paul Eldrid & Troy Storer, WA 
 3

rd
 Skip, John Corser & Kyle Rees, WA 

Division Championship A Waverley, Gordon Gellatly & Stuart Salfinger, WA 
 B KB10, Timothy & Emma Leahy, WA 
 C Southerly Buster, Kester Vorrath & Caleb Venn, Vic 
Junior Championship Intrepid, Paul Eldrid & Troy Storer, WA 
Ladies Championship Gremlin, Michelle Eldrid & Emma Graham, WA 
Veterans Championship Rethoth, Norm Deane & Felicity Ranson, Tas 
Family Championship Kathleen, Mark, Alexia & Laurence Barrington, Tas 
Invitation Race Karabos IV, Nick Rodgers & Jason Mitchell, Tas 
Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1

st
 Western Australia 
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1987 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
Photos: Pete Hasson, WA Mirror Images April 1987 
 

  
Intrepid, Paul Eldrid WA leads Strider, Drew Mudaliar National Champions, Nick Rogers & Jason Mitchell 
 

   
Victory! Nick Rogers Junior Champion & 2

nd
 Overall,  3

rd
 Overall & 2

nd
 Junior 

 Paul Eldrid & Troy Storer John Corser & Kyle Rees 
 

   
Lady Champion Family Champion, Mark Veteran Champion 
Michelle Eldrid & Emma Graham Alexia & Laurence Barrington Norm Deane & Felicity Ranson 
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 Page 224 

1987 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS (cont’d) 
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1988 MIRROR NATIONALS  22  
Sponsor: Commonwealth Bank, Kingston Beach Sailing Club, Hobart 
reprinted from The Mercury, 7 January 1988 
 
Nick Rogers powered his way to a magnificent win 
in the Australian Mirror Championship this week 
aboard Karabos V - his swansong in the one-design 
class. At one stage he was not going to defend his 
National title, but after much deliberation and some 
pressure from the Tasmanian Mirror class 
association, he agreed to the defence. "I have 
definitely sailed in my last Mirror series,” Rogers 
said yesterday. “As much as the class has been 
good to me, I feel I have given as much back."  
 
Rogers, 36, has sailed Mirrors for eight years, and in 
that time won four Australian titles and was second 
three times. He represented Australia in Ireland last 
year and in Wales in 1983 at the world titles. 
Rogers' forward hand, Jason Mitchell, also has 
sailed his last series in Mirrors. Mitchell has bought 
an International Cadet and will sail it competitively 
next season. “Jason is a very talented sailor and I 
am sure he will be very successful in the 
International class," Rogers said. Rogers will 
concentrate on sailing his Dragon class boat, 
Karabos VI, for the rest of the season. "I really enjoy 
sailing one-design class boats," he said.  
 
Rogers has named all his boats Karabos. "My wife, 
Robyn, chose the name," he said. “She got the 
name, Karabos, from the dictionary. It is Greek for 
little fast ship." His wife rarely goes sailing, but 
supports Rogers all the way. "Robyn has been 
behind me 100 per cent, which has made all the 
difference in my sailing career," Rogers said. 
 
Tasmania, for the first time, made a clean sweep at 
the Nationals. Promising youngster Drew Mudaliar 
and crew Andrew Buckley won the Junior Trophy 
aboard Strider. Malcolm McDougall won the 
Veterans Trophy, Jacinta Scott the Ladies Trophy 
and David Graney won the Family Trophy. 
Tasmania also won the teams' event.  
 
Rogers says the Mirror class is assured of continued 
success, with many good juniors coming up through 
the ranks. 
 Kingston Beach Mirrors (photo: Peter Wright) 
 

1988 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
  Karabos V, Nick Rogers & Jason Mitchell, Tas 

 2
nd

  Sky III, David, Susie & Fiona Graney, Tas 
 3

rd
 Kathleen, Mark & Laurence Barrington, Tas 

Division Championship A Karabos V, Nick Rogers & Jason Mitchell, Tas 
 B It’s a Secret, Anthony Mountain & Iona McGlashan, Tas 
 C Tobermory, Peter & Andrew Wright, Vic 
 D Eliminator, Ron & Peter Fry, SA 
Junior Championship Strider, Drew Mudaliar & Andrew Buckley, Tas 
Ladies Championship Rangare II, Jacinta Scott & Jonathon Li, Tas 
Veterans Championship Rascas II, Malcolm McDougall & Mark Van DenBurg, Tas 
Family Championship Sky III, David, Susie & Fiona Graney, Tas 
Invitation Race Karabos V, Nick Rogers & Jason Mitchell, Tas 
Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1

st
 Tasmania 
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1988 Kingston Beach Nationals (photos: The Mercury, 7 January 1988) 
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1988 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
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1989 MIRROR NATIONALS  23  
Balmoral Sailing Club, Sydney 
reprinted from MCAA Year Book, 1988-89 
 

 

Heat 1: 55 boats started in south to south west winds of 5-12 knots with no swell. David Graney rounded the 
windward mark first in Sky III and was never headed, extending his lead to three minutes at the gun. The 
evergreen veteran Norm Deane in Rethoth made it first and second place for Tasmania. Fast finishing 
junior Craig Plant in Black Falcon from Victoria was third ahead of Chris Juttner from South Australia sailing 
Peter Duck. West Australian veteran John Riches in Eureka and Victorian veteran Bill Dooley in Frodo filled 
fifth and sixth. 

Heat 2: 55 boats started in ideal Mirror conditions; nor'east winds of 10 - 15 knots. David Graney led at the 
windward mark by 1 minute and was never challenged, taking the gun by a winning margin 5 minutes. Norm 
and Craig repeated their performance in the first race. Improvers were Cullen Hughes from the ACT, in No 
Worries at fourth and a fast finishing Christian Plummer in Balmoral Tram giving NSW its best place to date. 
Chris Juttner kept the SA hopes alive with a sixth. 

Heat 3: Conditions were again nor'east to 15 knots with a moderate swell. Yet again David Graney blitzed 
the field to lead by 1 minute at the windward mark, extending this to a lead of 6 minutes at the gun. Victoria 
showed its team strength taking the next three places through Bill Dooley, Peter Hackett in Zip and Craig 
Plant. Cullen Hughes and Chris Juttner followed in fifth and sixth place.  

Heat 4: Ideal conditions again prevailed with a 10-15 knot nor'easter on a moderate swell under overcast 
skies. David Graney made it four wins out of four races but was hotly pursued for the first time in the series 
when the Western Australian boat Skip with sub-juniors Luke Dillon and Michael Pilkington aboard finished 
only 48 seconds behind the champion. Consistent Victorian Craig Plant was third with NSW junior Tim Holt 
in Murphy's Law leading in Tigger, another NSW boat sailed by David Thompson. Peter Hackett sixth kept 
Victoria on target for the team trophy.  

Heat 5: Light conditions prevailed, 1-5 knots on a small swell giving the lightweights a chance. However 
David Graney had the boat speed in a shortened race making it five out of five and the Championship. 
Cullen Hughes and Andrew Forster from the light weather capital Canberra picked up the next two 
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places with great sailing. Craig Plant put his name on second spot in the Championship with another tidy 
race while Norm Deane revived his stocks with his fifth place. Victorian Kester Vorrath in Shadow Fax came 
in with a creditable sixth. 

Heat 6: The wind was back to the north east at 8 knots with a low swell and flat seas: A wind shift caught 
some late starters on the wrong side of the gate with no chance of getting back in time to start. Yet again 
David Graney showed his dominance in the Championship and completed the series with another win and a 
perfect score. Norm Deane's second gave him third place in the Championship ahead of Cullen Hughes who 
started the race one point ahead but managed only sixth. Scott Hartman from NSW finished an impressive 
third in Tubby Too while John Riches in Eureka and Tim Holt in Murphy's Law filled the other places. For 
the first race in the series, Craig Plant and Victoria finished out of the top six but Craig's consistent 
performances in the first five races earned him second place in the Championship and Victoria's depth had 
given it the Teams Trophy.  

Balmoral proved to be an interesting venue. The ocean swells coming in through the heads, the Bombora 
under Grotto point, the traffic through the course were new experiences for most visitors. The beautiful 
Balmoral beach reserve and the magnificent views of the racing from the cliff top were also experiences to 
remember. The Balmoral Sailing Club did everything needed to make this a memorable National 
Championship including the provision of perfect weather. New South Wales - take a bow. 

1989 Mirror Nationals - David Graney 
I have been asked to share with you the secrets that brought me success in the 23

rd
 Australian 

Championship at Balmoral in Sydney. Success is earned long before the racing starts. It is built on the right 
crew, the right boat, the right sails but most of all on the right preparation. Here are a few points which I 
think are important.  

The Preparation 
 Practice one thing at a time until you get it right. Break down manoeuvres into elements. Practice 

each element then put it together. e.g. roll tacking: preparation/entry/tack/exit  
 When you have got it right try one more time. You can never practice too much or too often. Use 

every opportunity that you get  
 Try to practice in all conditions so that you don't have to do anything in a race that you have not 

already mastered in practice. 
 Try to be consistent with all manoeuvres. 
 Allocate jobs. Give the crew as much to do as possible. Responsibility for important assignments 

[e.g. the compass) helps to create interest and gives the skipper more time for tactics. 
 Involve the crew in working on the boat, rigging and unrigging, sailing. An involved crew is a good 

and interested crew. 
 Keep the boat and rig simple. 
 Get to the venue early and get out on the course with a training partner. 
 Try to get some accurate weather information by establishing a contact in the weather bureau. I 

rang the forecaster, told him what I wanted and then rang and asked for him by name every day. To 
keep him interested I gave him feedback on how his information had helped during the series.  

The Boat 
Sky III is a standard Blockey boat built with a great deal of care and attention to detail but strictly according 
to plan with the following features 

 No inferior materials found their way into the boat, any supplied in the kit were replaced by 
Blockey on request. 

 A keel band fitted for the worlds and left on.  
 Weight close to the minimum (3.5 kg over). 
 Standard Blockey mast, boom and gaff with the gaff trimmed to be fine sideways. 
 International rig apart from a 3: 1 boom vang which is allowable in Australia. 
 Outhaul and downhaul both 4: 1 and all on the boom. 
 No jib luff adjuster - tension was varied by the halyard. 
 Endless jib sheets to save the crew having to go down to leeward. 
 Sheeting marks on the jib sheets to allow quick and consistent setting. 
 Standard international transom sheeting on the mainsheet which allows the mainsheet and tiller to 

be held in one hand when making rigging adjustments. 
 Endless kite sheets with combination cleat / shy hooks on the gunwale beside the stay. 
 A large Plastimo tactical compass with large numbers 

If there is one word to describe Sky III it is simplicity. The only bit of complicated gear that I had in Sydney 
was a spinnaker pole launcher. The reason was simply that Fiona, my 9 year old crew, was not strong 
enough to get the pole out in over 15 knots of breeze. But a pole launcher is a mixed blessing. It leaves a lot 
to be desired under ordinary conditions. The pole must be completely stowed before every jibe and it also 
gives the skipper a lot of extra work at the worst possible time i.e. mark rounding. The complications, as 
always, mean that there is a lot to go wrong. I used a pole launcher in Sydney but I don't recommend one 
unless you really need it.  



 Page 230 

The Sails 
You must have good sails that you have confidence in. I make all my own sails and the ones I used in 
Sydney were my standard cut developed over the last nine years.  

Invitation Race 
The invitation race provides an opportunity to learn something about the competition and the sailing 
conditions. My aims in the invitation race were; to watch the locals; to sail a mid or centre course to see 
which side of the course was favoured, and to test my weather man. 

Heats 1 to 6 
You must try to start in clear air but always know if you are on a lift or a knock. If we were on a lift but in 
dirty air, we would either put in a short tack if there was clear air very close, or "hang in" if we were not 
being hurt too much. If we were on a knock we would always tack as soon as possible. Fiona did all my 
compass work leaving me to concentrate on sailing to the wind. She could tell me if we were on a knock or 
a lift at any time. I tried to avoid the lay lines as long as possible and always worked back to the centre of 
the course as soon as possible. Once you hit a lay line you have no options left. You must sail on the tack to 
the mark irrespective of whether it is a lift or a knock. In the light weather we were roll tacking very well 
which meant that we could tack on smaller shifts and more often. During the series we did not try to do 
anything that we had not done before in practice or in races at home. 

Summarising 
Improvement in my sailing has come from coaching (special thanks to Jerry Firth), knowledge sharing, and 
finally believing that I could do it. The last is one of the hardest to come to terms with. Norm Deane also 
deserves a large slice of credit for the way in which he has developed the Tasmanian Fleet. Be realistic with 
your goals - you don't have to win. All you have to do is your best – just a bit better than the last time. Keep 
up the practice and the improvement will come that much quicker. If you keep on improving you will enjoy 
your sailing and you will also win your share of races. 

Over the last nine years I have thoroughly enjoyed sailing Mirrors; first with Jenny; my wife; then with 
various young crews, and finally with my twin daughters Susie and Fiona. The things I have enjoyed most 
have been working with other people, and the joy and satisfaction in trying to perfect all aspects of my 
sailing. 

 
Sky III, Suzie, David & Fiona Graney (Tas) 
1989 National Mirror Champions 

  
Balmoral start  Balmoral beat to the finish (photo: Peter Forster) 

A Final Word 
Do your best all the time. 
Try to help each other. 
If you think you're beaten you are, 
if you think you can't you won't, 
but if you think you can, you just might. 
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1989 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
  Sky III, David & Fiona Graney, Tas 

 2
nd

  Black Falcon, Craig Plant & Jarrod Stott, Vic 
 3

rd
 Rethoth, Norm Deane & Laurence Barrington, Tas 

Division Championship A No Worries, Cullen & Berin Hughes, ACT 
 B Tubby Too, Scott Hartman & Hamish McKay, NSW 
 C Sky, Jenny Graney & Jill Peacock, Tas 
 D Once in a Blue Moon, Andrew Forster & Sarah Kennedy, ACT 
 E Jabiru, Cliff & Lesley Scott, Vic (E winner after redress in race 4) 
Most Improved  Tubby Too, Scott Hartman & Hamish McKay, NSW 
Sub-Junior Championship No Worries, Cullen & Berin Hughes, ACT 
Junior Championship Black Falcon, Craig Plant & Jarrod Stott, Vic 
Ladies Championship Stockade, Fiona & Cathy Riches, WA 
Veterans Championship Rethoth, Norm Deane & Laurence Barrington, Tas 
Family Championship Simply Living, Stuart & Richard Allan, ACT 
Invitation Race Black Falcon, Craig Plant & Jarrod Stott, Vic 
Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1, VIC, 421.9pts; 2, NSW, 450.7pts; 3, WA, 481.0pts;  
 4, ACT, 575.4pts 
 

1989 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
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1990 MIRROR NATIONALS  24  
Hervey Bay Sailing Club, Queensland 
reprinted from MCAA Yearbook, 1989-90 
 

 
 

The days before the series saw the normally blue green waters of Hervey Bay turn a dirty grey as strong 
northerlies built up the surf. Sixty six boats gathered for the 24

th
 Australian Championship with the 15 strong 

Tasmanian contingent arriving early and practicing hard. Queensland showed good strength with another 15 
boats; 11 came from Victoria, 9 from NSW, and 8 each from ACT and WA. Only SA was missing. 
 
Measurement went smoothly under the capable direction of John Broadbent as did the registration under the 
management of John Hynd and Rod Stendrup and pretty soon it was time to get down to business. The 
invitation race got away on Thursday afternoon, but the wind had blown itself out and for many it was a 
struggle to beat the clock home. Tasmanians Stephen McElwee and John Claridge lead the fleet home in 
Double Vision. The Tasmanians also showed their team strength with five boats in the first ten. Western 
Australia and the ACT filled the other top spots. Thirty eight sailors eventually crossed the line before time 
ran out. That night the Queensland association hosted a welcome night at the Hervey Bay Sailing Club. The 
club put on a sit down meal of generous proportions that kept everyone occupied for a while. Then the 
sailors and friends and families were mixing around in one happy throng with just a touch of friendly rivalry 
to add sparkle to the evening. The atmosphere promised well for the series. 
 
Day 1: Day one of the championship brought stronger offshore winds and the two scheduled heats were 
completed comfortably. The pattern was set for the rest of the series with juniors figuring prominently filling 
six of the top eight places in both races. In the first race, West Australians Luke Dillon and Michael 
Pilkington in Top Mark scored comfortably from Anastasia Dillon and Genevieve Wickham sailing Skip, 
making it a family affair for the Royal Freshwater Bay sailors. Victorians Tom King and Marcus Daddo from 
the Albert Park Sailing Club were a close third in Black Falcon. The positions were reversed in the second 
race with Black Falcon taking the gun and Top Mark in third place less than a minute behind. Fremantle 
Yacht Club sailors Kayne Binks and Ben Steele sailing Elite, slipped into second place to maintain the good 
WA record. The Westerners motivational music (Men at Work) appeared to be working. Victorian, 
Tasmanian and ACT boats filled the remaining top ten places. 
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Day 2: Heat three on Saturday was sailed in a 
pleasant 15 knot offshore south easterly. Andrew 
Quayle and Richard Stubs showed the way to the 
first mark in Burnt Toast. Norm Deane and Fiona 
Bruce in Rethoth grabbed the lead briefly in the next 
leg but Burnt Toast powered downwind to regain the 
lead at the leeward mark and held on for a clear win 
over Black Falcon and Top Mark. Rethoth slipped 
back to eighth leaving the top seven positions to 
juniors. Jaksun Hanna and Simon Hanna sailed 
another consistent race in Eagle II to gain fourth 
place. 
 
After three races, Black Falcon and Top Mark were 
vying for top spot with 5.75 and 6.75 respectively. 
Only 4 points separated the next six places with 
Eagle II on 17.00, Rethoth on 19.00, Burnt Toast on 
19.75, Elite on 20, Li'l Apple and Double Vision on 
21. The scene was set for some pretty competitive 
sailing in the last three heats. 
 
The wind was still offshore for Heat 4 and gusting to 25 knots. The conditions made starting the big fleet 
difficult and it was an hour before the fleet got away. Tasmanians Burnt Toast, Li'l Apple and Limelight 
showed Black Falcon, Rangare II, Top Mark and Elite the way to the first mark. Top Mark and Elite, revelling 
in the strong winds, powered into the lead at the second rounding. Burnt Toast, Limelight, Black Falcon and 
Rangare II were still there but Li'l Apple was back at fifteenth. White Heat picked up seven places to reach 
seventh place. Burnt Toast regained the lead from Top Mark at the next rounding with Black Falcon edging 
out Elite for third spot. However, both Burnt Toast and Top Mark ran into trouble on the last lap, leaving the 
way open for Tom King and Marcus Daddo to add another win to their impressive score. They were followed 
in quick succession by Elite, Limelight, Rangare II, White Heat, Burnt Toast and Double Vision. The next six 
boats were separated by less than a minute. The rescue boats were kept busy and only thirty eight boats 
finished the gruelling race. 
 
The sailors soon forgot their exertions on the water and gathered at the clubhouse for the New Year’s Eve 
celebrations, another wonderfully successful social function, this time featuring a spit roast. Then it was up 
early the next day for the trip to Fraser Island. The popularity of the trip was such that the traditional cricket 
match had to be postponed and never was played. No matter, Fraser Island was magnificent; not even the 
primitive buses could diminish the magic of the island. The magnificent trees and the crystal clear stream at 
Central Station were sufficient to make the trip worthwhile. The visit to the perched lake and the wild ride 
along the beach topped it off. 
 
Day 3: Back to sailing on Tuesday, in a balmy light easterly. The fleet got away to a clear start. Norm 
Deane positioned himself well to pick up a wind shift on the first leg and made the most of it, taking Rethoth 
round the weather mark in first place. Kaelle sailed by Peter and Jean Russell was next round and it seemed 
that the dominance of the juniors might have ended, but hot on their heels were the ever present Black 
Falcon and Top Mark with Tasmanian Fria in between. Much to the delight of the spectators on shore, 
Rethoth led the fleet back to the weather mark for the second time but Top Mark sailed very well by Luke 
Dillon had jumped into second place and was beginning to challenge. Kaelle still held position ahead of 
Black Falcon who was now being chased by Double Vision.  
 
A fine duel was developing between Rethoth and Top Mark but Norm was not giving anything away. He 
continued to make full use of the shifting winds and led the fleet back to the weather mark for the third time. 
His personal cheer squad were enraptured. Kaelle went walkabout and the order was now Rethoth, Top 
Mark, Black Falcon, No Worries, Double Vision and Elite. That order held round the last triangle and onto 
the last beat. Top Mark closed on Rethoth and attacked hard but Norm, the wily old master ably supported 
by his crew Fiona, covered perfectly tack after tack after tack. In the end Rethoth forced Top Mark to tack 
away from dirty wind and cleared out to win by a comfortable 23 seconds. No Worries continued her good 
run into third spot ahead of Double Vision and Black Falcon and Kaelle found her way again to move back 
into sixth. It was the race of the series with fortunes changing on every wind shift. It was certainly Norm 
Deane's race of a lifetime and he wore the widest grin back to the beach that had been seen all summer. 
When he could find time between the congratulations he admitted that this was his very first win in a 
Nationals race after many attempts. 
 
Top Mark’s second to Black Falcon’s fifth left the series nicely poised. After discarding the worst race the top 
ten positions were Black Falcon on 6.5, Top Mark on 8.75, Rethoth on 19.75, Double Vision on 21, Elite on 
22, Eagle II on 24, Burnt Toast on 25.75, Li’l Apple on 28, No Worries on 29 and Rangare II on 31. 
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Day 4: The scene was set for an exciting finish on Wednesday when the fleet lined up at 10:00 am for the 
last race in a light South Easterly. The pressure was on Top Mark to finish in the first two and beat Black 
Falcon by three places to win the Championship. The next eight positions were wide open. A good race 
could make the difference between third or tenth. A number of general recalls did little to ease the pressure; 
nor did the delay while a new course was set to accommodate an easterly wind shift. Finally, at 11:30 the 
sixth and final heat got away.  
 
This time it was Cullen and Berin Hughes in No Worries who jumped to the lead and led all the way to 
record a meritorious win which lifted them from 9

th
 to 5

th
 overall. Stockade with John Riches and Ben 

Duscher on board matched their good performance in the invitation race and chased No Worries round the 
course all day to come second by a margin of only 39 seconds. Top Mark, Black Falcon and Eagle II had a 
great tussle with positions swapping throughout the race. Top Mark finally got the upper hand, finishing a 
mere 7 seconds behind Stockade. However, Black Falcon's fourth was enough to give Tom King and 
Marcus Daddo the 24

th
 Australian Championship by a margin of just 1.25 points. The fact that their discard 

race was a creditable 5
th
 in heat 5 attests to their consistent sailing in all weathers. Skip just edged out 

Double Vision for 6
th
 place but the 7

th
 was enough to give Double Vision third place in the Championship 

ahead of Eagle II. 
 
That evening the Mirrorites gathered at the 
Sportsman's Club for the presentation. Our 
Queensland hosts again excelled. Richard Stringer's 
acrylic trophies with the Hervey Bay Mirror and 
Whale logo were a popular innovation.  
 
The Canberra Times Team's Trophy turned out to 
be a close tussle. Tom King and Jaksun Hanna gave 
Victoria a great chance as did Luke Dillon and 
Kayne Binks for WA. But it was the Tasmanians with 
five boats in the first twelve who showed good team 
strength to win the trophy from the young Western 
Australians.  
 
Kayne Binks was the lucky winner of the spinnaker 
donated by Steve Walker to the Queensland 
Association. It would be hard to find a more 
deserving recipient than Kayne who puts much more 
back into sailing than he takes out.  
 
Although no Queenslanders were amongst the trophy winners, the Queensland Mirror Class Association won 
a tremendous round of applause from everyone for a marvellous series, and the Hervey Bay Sailing Club 
won a second round for their generous support of the Mirrors.  
 
The choice of venue was undoubtedly a great success. Sailing conditions, club facilities, camping and 
accommodation were all top class. But the unexpected bonus was the interest in the event by the local 
media. We had good television and newspaper coverage throughout the series and the half page write up in 
the Chronicle on the Thursday following the presentation was a nice way to wind up the 24

th
 Australian 

Championship. Perhaps we will see other States following the Queensland lead and staging their Nationals 
in a provincial city after the success of the 24

th
 Australian Championship. 

 

  
ACT Team at Hervey Bay ACT HQ at Hervey Bay 
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1990 Mirror Nationals - Tom King 
With the competition breathing down our necks right up to the finish of the final race, winning the 1989-90 
Nationals was a great thrill for Marcus and me. Our success was the culmination of hundreds of hours of 
practice and an intensive training program in Victoria over the last two years. Having finished 32

nd
 at 

Balmoral the previous year I was determined to do better, and three main factors contributed to our victory, 
namely - PREPARATION; THE BOAT; SUPPORT 
 
Preparation 
Serious training for the Nationals began soon after the State titles in Feb/March. With a group of other 
Victorian juniors including Jaksun and Simon Hanna (Eagle II, 4

th
), Andrew Quayle and Richard Stubs (Burnt 

Toast, 9
th
), Adam Schoene and Stuart Nicol (Reflex, 24

th
), and Brad Doak and Anthony Bonnacurso 

(Obsession, 26
th
), we trained and raced throughout the year on Albert Park Lake under the guidance of Mick 

Ralph. Training concentrated almost entirely on boat handling, tacking, gybing, spinnaker sets and drops, 
and our theme was "Back to the Basics". We practiced in all weather conditions and the nature of the lake 
meant lots of crowded starts, close racing and high pressure sailing. We also travelled to the Bay when we 
could to train in waves and practice over longer courses. 
 
Statesail, an intensive week long coaching camp run by the VYC in October, lifted the standard of the team 
greatly and provided a launching pad for the final lead up to the Nationals. In the last couple of months we 
did much work around short courses to sharpen up our boat handling. I had trouble with crews and did not 
team up with Marcus until after Statesail, but the intensive training during October and November brought 
us up to scratch. We went to Queensland feeling confident of our skills in all conditions.  
 
The Boat 
I acquired Black Falcon in April, shortly after it had 
won its third consecutive State title, and it gave me 
a huge confidence boost and an immediate 
improvement in results. The boat is Blockey built 
and about eight years old. It is close to minimum 
weight, and is well fitted out. Although the hull is not 
terribly stiff, the boat is a proven performer and is 
consistently fast in all conditions. In our training we 
did almost no work on boat speed and tuning, as we 
knew we were on the pace and we felt boat handling 
was more important. There is no use having the 
fastest boat in the world if you can’t keep the mast 
pointing at the sky. It is also important to have good 
sails and to know how to handle them properly. 
 
There is no excuse for gear breaking or not 
functioning correctly. We slackly went to 
Queensland with a faulty spinnaker crane, which 
was replaced thanks to the generosity of Peter Neal. 
Had it broken while we were racing it could have 
cost us the title. 
 
Support 
Our success could not have been possible without 
the help of many people, particularly: 
 Mick Ralph for organising the extensive 

training program and providing advice and 
support during the regatta. We found a coach's 
assistance to be invaluable in providing 
objective analysis from outside the boat. 
Regular briefings/de-briefings were held before 
and after each race for all the Victorian team.  

 The Victorian Team, especially the juniors with 
whom we had trained. Being part of a team 
was a great feeling and the cooperation and sharing of ideas lifted the performance of everyone in the 
group. It was fantastic to have all the Victorian families behind us.  

 Miles Doak, who towed our boat all the way to Queensland and back.  
 my parents, whose support and encouragement made it possible, and particularly my mother who 

came up to Hervey Bay with us and helped resolve such crises as what to do when you arrive at the 
airport to be told that your flight was rescheduled and left half an hour ago. 

 
The contributions made by these people made it possible for us to concentrate on our sailing during the 
regatta. 
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1990 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
 Black Falcon, Tom King & Marcus Daddo, Vic 

 2
nd

 Top Mark, Luke Dillon & Michael Pilkington, WA 
 3

rd
 Double Vision, Stephen McElwee & John Claridge, Tas 

Division Championship A Black Falcon, Tom King & Marcus Daddo, Vic 
 B Skip, Anastasia Dillon & Genevieve Wickham, WA 
 C White Heat, Chris Bayliss & Phillip Dunstan, WA 
 D Fast Job, Robert & Surrey/Dallas Hughes, ACT 
 E Rangare, Mathew Fehre & Mathew Wilkinson, Tas 
 F Harambee, John & Moira Green, QLD 
Junior Championship Top Mark, Luke Dillon & Michael Pilkington, WA 
Ladies Championship Rangare II, Jacinta Scott & Jonathon Li, Tas 
Veterans Championship Rethoth, Norm Deane & Fiona Bruce, Tas 
Family Championship Octopussy, Graeme & Alan Dennett, ACT 
Harmony Championship Kaelle, Peter & Jean Russell, ACT 
Invitation Race Double Vision, Stephen McElwee & John Claridge, Tas 
Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1, TAS, 202.75pts; 2, WA, 215.75pts; 3, VIC, 258.25pts;  
 4, ACT, 425.75pts; 5, NSW, 816pts; 6, QLD, 948pts; 7, SA, 1160pts 
 

1990 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
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1991 MIRROR NATIONALS  25  
Sponsor: Coca-Cola Bottlers, Brighton & Seacliff Yacht Club, Adelaide 
by Jon Parrington, reprinted from Australian Sailing, April 1991 
 
Stephen McElwee of Launceston will lead a strong fleet of six Australians to the World Mirror Championship 
in Holland later this year after a close victory in the Australian Championship at Brighton in Adelaide. The 
series went right down to the wire between McElwee and Dean Dixon of Perth in the final heat. McElwee, 30 
and his 11 year old crew John Claridge established a strong position early with a first and a second to 
Dixon's second and crushing 18

th
 in the 90-strong fleet. Little separated the pair through the rest of the 

regatta until the final day when two races were sailed and McElwee won the first of them with Dixon fourth. 
McElwee and his light crew capitalised on a big swing in the breeze to the right mid-way through the race 
sailed in breeze varying from squalls to light airs. 

Dixon could still have taken the title in the last race, sailed in typical, strong, Adelaide sea breeze, if he had 
finished with enough placings between him and McElwee but the pair match-raced over the entire course 
with McElwee winning. McElwee’s boathandling in all conditions was an important factor in the victory along 
with an intensive training program for the regatta which started last winter. Tom King of Melbourne and 
Kayne Binks of Perth also sailed good regattas and can look forward with optimism to the world 
championship in Holland. 

  
Brighton & Seacliff beach red with Mirrors 
 

1991 MIRROR NATIONALS 
Extract reprinted from MCAV Reflections, February 1991 

Invitation Race: Friday afternoon (15kts, SW) - for many boats this was their introduction to gate starts in a 
large fleet and the result was a bunching of boats in the middle with the boats starting either early or late 
having clearer air and an advantage. The general strategy for the race was to “go left” and this common 
plan produced a race that was described as a drag strip with boat speed being the most important aspect. 
Steve McElwee won from Dean Dixon with Troy Storer third. 

First Heat: Saturday afternoon (15kts, SW) - the start was clear with a big bunch starting early. Because of 
the tide running into the Gulf the majority of the fleet played the shore to avoid the tidal stream. They came 
off the line on starboard tack and many boats made one tack on the layline and it became apparent that 
boat speed was again a major factor. First around the top mark was Steve McElwee who increased his lead 
to the finish, Dean Dixon was second with Mark Barrington third. 

Second Heat: Sunday afternoon (5kts, W) - light winds presented more challenging conditions and saw 
three WA boats rounding the top mark first with Clay Cook racing away to win from Steve McElwee with 
Mark Barrington third. 

Third Heat: Monday morning (15kts, SW) - wind initially light to non-existent leading to an on shore 
postponement for 90 minutes when a gusty 10-15 knot breeze arrived that died during the later part of the 
race. Dean Dixon led from the first mark and was never threatened; leaving Tom King and Steve McElwee 
to fight out the minor placings. 

Fourth Heat: Wednesday afternoon (42
0
C hot!) – as start time approached the wind died and Brighton & 

Seacliff Yacht Club in a sensible move announced a postponement with a possible start as late as 4.00pm. 
When the afternoon sea breeze failed to arrive the race was postponed for a resail on Thursday morning. 

Fourth Heat Resail: Thursday morning (gusty10kt, N) – after a trying night in which the temperature had 
not dropped below 33

0
C the fleet left the beach into a 10 knot northerly with a forecast SW change 

imminent. Ten minutes prior to the start sequence the wind swung violently causing a relocation of the start 
line. As the fleet moved into position the wind died and the fleet was sent ashore with another 
postponement. 

SHARK 
As the Mirrors lazed about in over 40o before the 

start of heat 5 many decided to cool off in the 

briny. Then this gem was heard over the radio: 

“2 to 4; is the OOD there?” 

“4; the OOD is not available at present.” 

“7 (rescue boat at the wing mark of the FD course); 

there’s a nine-foot Noah’s Ark swimming around me!” 

“Bridge to 4; did you hear that message about a 

shark?” 

“4; yes, the OOD has just got back on board!” 

And a lot of Mirror sailors were observed reboarding 

their boats very soon after! 
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Brighton & Seacliff Yacht Club 
(photo: Graeme Dennett) 

Fifth Heat: Thursday afternoon (light winds, NW) – A start was attempted at 2.10 in light winds. The 
pathfinder sailed on a tight port tack but a sudden wind change caused them to change course sailing 
behind a number of boats and causing a general recall. The wind died at this stage and the fleet participated 
in general fun and swimming as they drifted around the start boat. The swimming was curtailed by the 
spotting of a shark in the vicinity of the fleet. Some well known sailors were later reported to have walked on 
water in their attempts to regain the safety of their Mirrors. A short time later the Flying Dutchman Fleet (a 
further kilometre out to sea) was observed to be falling over and rushing from place to place in a vigorous 
manner. The wind had arrived! The race started in 30 knot winds plus and a rapidly rising sea. Many less 
experienced sailors were unable to handle the extreme conditions and Mirrors were washed ashore up to a 
kilometre down the beach. The heavier and more experienced crews revelled in the conditions with Tim 
Fitzsimmons in the lead at the weather mark. Gregor McQueen won from Kayne Binks with Tom King third 

Sixth Heat: Friday morning (10kts, SE with thunderstorms threatening) – the heat had a clear start into an 
unstable shifting wind. Steve McElwee won from Troy Storer with Tom King third. 

Fourth Heat Resail: Friday afternoon (15kts+) - after many hours of postponement, heat 4 got underway in 
difficult conditions for the tired crews. About half-way down the first reaching leg the main halyard on 
leading boat Black Falcon parted forcing an unfortunate retirement. Conditions continued to worsen and a 
number of boats got into difficulties or were forced to retire. Kayne Binks won from Dean Dixon with Steve 
McElwee third. 

  
John Lurie tuning Frodo’s Image under the guidance of Mick Ralph (photos: John Dance) 

 

1991 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
 Cicada IV, Stephen McElwee & John Claridge, Tas 

 2
nd

 GT, Dean Dixon & Kerry Lowe, WA 
 3

rd
 Black Falcon, Tom King & Jason Howitt, Vic 

Division Championship A Cicada IV, Stephen McElwee & John Claridge, Tas 
 B Poseidon, Gregor & Katherine McQueen, WA 
 C Thunder, Mark & Simon Fisher, WA 
 D Xit, Matthew Sherriff & Ben Woodroffe, Tas 
 E White Ant, Bernie & Kerryn Keys, ACT 
 F Puff, Peter & Deborah Riebeling, Vic 
 G Rolling Under, Leo & Jeremy Pisters, SA 
Junior Championship Black Falcon, Tom King & Jason Howitt, Vic 
Ladies Championship Rangare II, Jacinta Scott & Jonathan Li, Tas 
Veterans Championship Tramuntana, Bob & Scott Wright, SA 
Family Championship Tramuntana, Bob & Scott Wright, SA 
Invitation Race  Cicada IV, Stephen McElwee & John Claridge, Tas 
Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1, WA, 151.5 pts; 2, TAS, 323.5 pts; 3, VIC, 360 pts;  

4, SA, 504 pts; 5, ACT, 754 pts; 6, NSW, 2123 pts 
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1991 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
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1992 MIRROR NATIONALS  26  
Canberra Yacht Club, Canberra 
by Peter Russell, 1992 
 
The Canberra Nationals were a great success both 
on and off the water. The Championship, conducted 
with assistance from the ACT Sports Development 
Program, attracted 90 entries from all states of 
Australia, including 49 junior skippers and a record 
26 entries from the ACT.  
 
Tim Fitzsimmons and James Kornweibel in Black 
Swan (WA) capped off a great year of Mirror sailing, 
including second in the recent World Mirror 
Championship, by winning the Australian Mirror 
Championship. The top ACT competitors showed 
great improvement with Daniel Keys and Alex 
Badgery in White Ant finishing a creditable third, 
and the ACT team winning the coveted Teams 
Trophy.  
 
Social events including the Welcome Night at the CYC, New Year’s Eve Bush Dance at the Yarralumla 
Woolshed, "Ashes" cricket match (won by the ACT), and Presentation Dinner at the CYC were all very 
successful. The series was well publicised with both local TV and national print media coverage. 
 
With comparable boatspeed amongst the top boats, Fitzsimmons' boat handling skills and big fleet 
experience gave him the edge over other competitors in the closely contested series. Fitzsimmons revelled 
in the moderate easterly conditions of the first half of the series, but struggled in the light variable conditions 
of races four and five. With fellow Western Australians Philip and Ben Dunstan in Prime Design and Keys 
ahead on points going into the last race, Fitzsimmons was able to narrowly win race six and the series in 
moderate to strong westerly conditions. 
 
Fitzsimmons convincingly won race one in 5 - 10 knot easterly conditions after taking the lead at the first 
windward mark from Michael Delaney in Tigers Tail (NSW). Western Australians dominated with Dunstan 
second and Ben Durham in Skip third. 
 
The second race was again won convincingly by Fitzsimmons who led from the start and finished three 
minutes ahead of Keys and Dunstan. Keys sailed a superb race to improve into second place on the fifth leg 
and cover Dunstan and fourth placed Scott Disley in Poseidon (WA) to the finish.  
 
With individual recalls affecting several skippers 
including Fitzsimmons, former National Champion 
Bob Wright in Tramuntana (SA) and others, race 
three was closely contested with the Western 
Australians enjoying the 8 - 15 knot easterly 
conditions. Scott Olsen in Full Tilt Boogie (WA) 
narrowly won from Dunstan and Keys, with 
Fitzsimmons working through the fleet to finish a 
creditable fourth. Top lady skipper Lucy Mathews in 
Geronimo (Vic) continued to perform well, and 
finished sixth. 
 
Lake Burley Griffin tested all sailors with 0-7 knot 
mostly north-westerly conditions in race four. 

Canberra sailors showed their light weather skills 
with the shortened race being won by former Tasar 
sailor Bruce Paine in Another Folly (ACT), with Marcos Vivian in The Avenger (WA) second, followed by 
Canberra sailors Cullen Hughes in Anonymouse third, Keys fourth and Andrew Forster in The Mouse fifth.  
 
With similar light conditions in race five the competition opened right up. With a major windshift favouring 
the right side of the course, class veteran Bill Dooley in Frodo (Vic) led Dunstan at the first windward mark. 
Gregor McQueen in Triton (WA), Keys, Forster, Dunstan and Paine battled each other and the wind for the 
lead, with McQueen narrowly winning from Keys and Forster in strengthening winds. With Dunstan and Keys 
on 11 points, and Fitzsimmons on 13.5 points after five races the stage was set for a great finish to the 
series. 

Sub-Junior Champions Lucy Mathews & Fleur Chapman 

Victory hug for Tim Fitzsimmons 
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After a one hour postponement due to lack of wind the race started in a hail storm as a south-westerly front 
arrived. Chris Dance in Against the Wall (Vic) led early in the 10 - 25 knot conditions. Fitzsimmons, after a 
conservative start, rounded the windward mark first with Dance second, Dunstan third and Keys back in 
tenth place. With the wind increasing and shifting to the south the final leg saw the leading group close 
reaching across the lake, with Keys and Dunstan battling for position and Fitzsimmons clinging to the lead. 
Fitzsimmons narrowly won the race and the series, with Dance second, Wright third, and title rivals Dunstan 
fourth and Keys fifth.  
 
The ability of the top Canberra skippers to change gears and take maximum advantage of variable lake 
winds resulted in Canberra's first win in the Teams Trophy conducted concurrently with the championships. 
Keys, Paine, Hughes, Forster and Peter Russell in Harmony narrowly won "The Canberra Times" Teams 
Trophy from the pre-series favourite Western Australian team. 
 

1992 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st 
Black Swan, Tim Fitzsimmons & James Kornweibel, WA 

 2
nd 

Prime Design, Philip Dunstan & Ben Dunstan, WA 
 3

rd 
White Ant, Daniel Keys & Alex Badgery, ACT 

Division Championship A
 

Another Folly, Bruce & Joshua Paine, ACT 
 B

 
The Mouse, Andrew Forster & Tim Howard, ACT 

 C
 

Cherry Ripe, Michael Forster & Bronwen Williams, ACT 
 D Defiant, Chris Hawkes & James Inglis, WA 
 E Kaelle, Peter & Luke O'Keeffe, ACT 
 F New Image, Marc & Angela Randell, Qld 
 G Shadowfax, Tony & Zoe Hill, Vic 
Sub-Junior Championship Geronimo, Lucy Mathews & Fleur Chapman, Vic 
Junior Championship Prime Design, Philip & Ben Dunstan, WA 
Ladies Championship Geronimo, Lucy Mathews & Fleur Chapman, Vic 
Veterans Championship Tramuntuna, Bob & Scott Wright, SA 
Family Championship Tramuntuna, Bob & Scott Wright, SA 
Harmony Championship Harmony, Peter & Jean Russell, ACT 
Cruiserweight Championship Rikitikitaka, Andrew Moore & Lana Johnson, WA 
Invitation Race 

 
Black Swan, Tim Fitzsimmons & James Kornweibel, WA 

Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1, ACT, 193.75 pts;  2, WA, 196.0 pts; 3, Vic, 362.0 pts;  4, NSW, 
938.0 pts;  5, SA, 1236.0 pts;  6, Qld, 1424.5 pts;  7 Tas, 1665.0 pts. 

  
Race 2 - Tim Fitzsimmons & James Kornweibel Race 3 - The start 
in Black Swan 

  
Race 4 - Daniel Keys & Alex Badgery in White Ant Race 6 - The start 
(photos: Geoff Comfort) 
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Race 6 - Rounding the windward mark The winners - "The Canberra Times" Teams Trophy 

The ACT Team - Daniel Keys, Alex Badgery, Bruce  
Paine, Cullen Hughes, Peter Russell, Jean Russell  
(back); Tim Howard, Joshua Paine, Andrew Forster,  
James Badgery (front). 

  
First - Tim Fitzsimmons & James Kornweibel Second & Junior Champion – Philip & Ben Dunstan 

  
Third – Daniel Keys & James Badgery Division A – Bruce & Joshua Paine 

  
Veteran & Family Champion – Bob & Scott Wright Harmony Champion – Peter & Jean Russell 
(photos: Geoff Comfort) 
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1992 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
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1993 MIRROR NATIONALS  27  
Sponsor: Subaru, Princess Royal Sailing Club, Albany 
reprinted from Australian Sailing, April 1993 
 
Kayne Binks and crew Nicole Briegel won the Australian Mirror Championship at the Princess Royal Sailing 
Club, Albany, WA. The Fremantle Sailing Club combination, sailing Quicksilver, finished third in the sixth 
and final heat to clinch victory with a 13 point margin over their nearest rivals. 
 
The deciding heat was sailed in a shifting 15-18 knot sou'wester, requiring a change of course as the wind 
swung to the west. In these testing conditions, only some of the week's leading crews were able to maintain 
their form with Against the Wall (Christopher Dance/Craig Smith, Vic) finishing 17

th
 and fading from 

contention not only for the main trophy but the consolation of the junior championship. The junior title went 
to Kane Williamson (WA) in Leading Edge, the fibreglass Mirror designed by crew John Collova, which 
finished second in heat six to move from fourth to second overall. The first four crews were in the junior 
category. 
 
Nick Gray and Tim Houghton (WA) in Black Swan won heat six, taking them to seventh overall, but missed 
out on the sub-junior trophy, won by Ben Durham and Brent Brittliffe (WA) in BlackAdder. Geronimo (Lucy 
Matthews and Fleur Chapman, (Vic) won the Ladies Trophy; Harmony (Peter and Jean Russell, ACT) won 
the Harmony Trophy; and, Last Shift (Hank Olde and Aran Swats, WA) won the Veterans Trophy.  
 

1993 Mirror Nationals 
MCAV Reflections, February 1993 

Four Victorian families took up the challenge of the long drive to WA, joining three families from the ACT, 
and a lone representative from SA. The fleet of 78 was made up of 8 visitors and 70 local boats. The early 
arrival in Albany allowed for some practice on the enclosed deep water King George Sound. It was good to 
see the mixing between locals and visitors in training. Measurement was on Day 1, a traumatic experience 
for many, with much muttering and modification following the first encounter with the measurement team. 
(How was it that items that had passed at three previous Nationals were oversize?) All problems were 
eventually overcome and racing commenced. 

Invitation Race – Moderate winds and flat sea as expected. 
Following a good start, the Victorian crews improved their positions each leg and rounding.  
1 Black Swan Nick Grey WA 
2 Against the Wall Chris Dance Vic 
3 Speculum Robin Gimblett WA 

Heat 1 - A typical Albany day, warm with strong wind, 20 knots and increasing. 
The difficult conditions saw the light Victorian crews struggling with the winds and the experienced fleet.  
1 Quicksilver Kayne Binks WA 
2 Leading Edge Kane Williamson WA 
3 Steppenwolf David Pilbeam WA 

Heat 2 - Light winds, 3 knots variable and very shifty. 
The lighter and challenging conditions gave a boost to the confidence of the Vics following the 
disappointments of the previous day. The leaders seemed to read the shifts better and the final result saw 
Against the Wall a clear winner by a number of minutes.  
1 Against the Wall Chris Dance Vic 
2 Hornet Neville Ellement WA 
3 Harmony Peter Russell ACT 

Heat 3 - Very heavy conditions, started in 20 - 25 knots and increased to well in excess of 30 knots 
during the race. 
The heavier WA crews thrived in the heavy conditions with the lighter crews “blown off the water”. Peter 
Russell (ACT) demonstrated his competence in both heavy and light conditions with a fine second place 
with Kayne Binks sailing a consistent race into first place. It was very evident that under these marginal 
conditions that the skilled heavy crews were at a significant advantage. 
1 Quicksilver Kayne Binks WA 
2 Harmony Peter Russell ACT 
3 Leading Edge Kane Williamson WA 

Heat 4 - A more moderate day 15 -20 knots. 
The end of the first beat saw Geronimo in the lead with Against the Wall pausing momentarily to pick up the 
crew who had fallen off (was it mutiny, Craig?) and eventually rounding in sixth place. A major wind shift 
during the windward-return saw the weather mark re-layed and a change in placings.  
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Rounding the last mark Against the Wall was in second place, narrowly to Leading Edge with Geronimo 
falling back to fifth due to difficulty locating the new mark. The battle for first continued with a variety of 
tactics tried by both competitors. The finish saw Leading Edge cross the finish line a narrow five seconds 
ahead of Against the Wall. 
1  Leading Edge Kane Williamson  WA 
2  Against the Wall Chris Dance Vic 
3  Powerband Damien Pericles WA 

Heat 5 - Moderate conditions. 
The fleet broke early into bunches with Against the Wall, Quicksilver, and Powerband in the leading group. 
In a tactical battle, Against the Wall forced Quicksilver to tack onto a knock and gained the lead early that 
was held throughout the race. Leading Edge, a finals contender made a mistake early and finished 23

rd
. 

Such was the quality of the fleet. 
1 Against the Wall  Chris Dance Vic 
2 Quicksilver Kayne Binks WA 
3 Powerband Damien Pericles WA 

Heat 6 - The final morning race was sailed in 10 -15 knots. 
In the pressure situation with all leading places open to change. Kayne Binks sailed a consistent race into 
third place to win the title. Leading Edge came second to Black Swan to improve to second overall. Against 
the Wall and Powerband both put in disappointing races to come third and fourth respectively. 
1 Black Swan  Nick Grey Vic 
2 Leading Edge Kane Williamson WA 
3 Quicksilver Kayne Binks WA 

A few general comments - A very well run and successful series. A credit to the MCAWA and Princess 
Royal Sailing Club. The friendliest Nationals for a long time. The interstate rivalry was far less. People 
mixed more and helped each other. The best and most consistent sailor won! Despite the small number of 
visitors the standard was higher and the depth of good sailors was greater than in Canberra. The BBQ 
organized in the caravan park, organized for everyone by the WA contingent was a great success and 
helped break the ice. The hospitality of the Western Australians, both during the titles and afterwards in 
Perth was outstanding and much appreciated by all the visitors. 

1993 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st 
Quicksilver, Kayne Binks & Nicole Briegel, WA 

 2
nd 

Leading Edge, Kane Williamson & John Collova, WA 
 3

rd 
Against the Wall, Chris Dance & Craig Smith, Vic 

Division Championship A Quicksilver, Kayne Binks & Nicole Briegel, WA 
 B Geronimo, Lucy Mathews & Fleur Chapman, Vic 
 C Defiant, Chris Hawkes & Luke Patterson, WA 
 D Last Shift, Hanke Olde & Aran Swats, WA 
 E Smokey II, Deena Jones & Nick Smith, WA 
Sub-Junior Championship Black Adder, Ben Durham & Brent Brittliffe, WA 
Junior Championship Leading Edge, Kane Williamson & John Collova, WA 
Ladies Championship Geronimo, Lucy Mathews & Fleur Chapman, Vic 
Veterans Championship Last Shift, Hanke Olde & Aran Swats, WA 
Family Championship B52, Steve & Jessica Dowie, WA 
Harmony Championship Harmony, Peter & Jean Russell, ACT 
Cruiserweight Championship Steppenwolf, David Pilbeam & David Carpenter, WA 
Invitation Race 

 
Black Swan, Nick Grey & Tim Houghton, WA 

Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1
st
 Western Australia 

 

  
Panorama Caravan Park home to the Nationals Windswept Princess Royal Harbour 
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1993 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
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1994 MIRROR NATIONALS  28  
Sponsor: Nissan, Chelsea Yacht Club, Melbourne 
by Robert Keeley, reprinted from Australian Sailing, April 1994 
 
Tasmanian Stephen McElwee, sailing Cicada IV, won his 
second Mirror National Championship at Chelsea YC after 
an absence of three years from the class. McElwee and his 
15-year-old crew Nick Tomlin won the first two heats of the 
six race regatta and never finished worse than fourth to 
dominate the event. Second overall was Christopher Dance 
and his sister J'Arne Dance in Sh-it Happens, on a 
countback from Mark Barrington and his crew Phillipa 
Barrington Kamikaze Desu. Both teams had one first and 
two thirds, but the Dances had a fifth while the Barrington’s 
scored a sixth. The racing was squeezed in between an 
array of poor weather conditions which battered southern 
Australia over the Christmas/New Year period.  

The invitation race on Boxing Day was cancelled when the southerly storm front which battered the Sydney-
Hobart fleet, swept over Port Phillip and the first heat was sailed in 20 to 25kt west-sou'westerlies which 
produced heavy breaking surf outside the clubhouse. McElwee won heat two, sailed in light airs. The 
Dances won heat three, in moderate 10 to 15kt breezes. Heats four and five, held on the same day, proved 
the most difficult and frustrating of the series. The morning race began in a strong northerly which then 
dropped and swung to the southwest. Tasmanian Peter Grose with Joel Saunders, sailing Tex, won from 
fellow Tasmanian Matthew Long in Fria 2, and WA skipper Brendan Brittliffe, sailing the only fibreglass boat 
in the regatta, Leading Edge II. Heat five in the afternoon began in light to moderate south westerlies. But at 
the first gybe mark a massive squall ripped into the fleet, with winds reaching 40 to 50kts. Forty boats retired 
from the race, which was eventually won by South Australians Damian Carey and Aaron Williams in Beyond 
Panic, from Cicada and Kamikaze. McElwee finished second in the final heat to secure the title. The Mirrors 
made up one of the strongest fleets in the International Nissan Regatta with 84 entries from all States.  

1994 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st 
Cicada IV, Stephen McElwee & Nicholas Tomlin, Tas 

 2
nd 

Sh-it Happens, Chris & J’Arne Dance, Vic 
 3

rd 
Kamikaze, Mark & Phillipa Barrington, Tas 

Division A Scumbag, Sean Gregory & Daniel Corke, Vic 
 B Fria 2, Mathew Long & Meisha Austin, Tas 
 C Black Swan, Nicholas Gray & Luke Paterson, WA 
 D Southern Cross, Mark & Beau Fleming, Vic 
 E Jesse James, Ronald Fray & Natasha Williams, SA 
 F Elite, Peter Chambers & Katherine Wheatley, WA 
 G Bushfire II, Rod, Lisa & Stephen Thomas, Vic 
Sub-Junior Championship Steamed Up, Bjorn & Preben Nielsen, WA 
Junior Championship Sh-it Happens, Chris & J’Arne Dance, Vic 
Ladies Championship Geronimo, Lucy Mathews & Fleur Chapman, Vic 
Veterans Championship Triple A, Norm Deane & Laurence Barrington, Tas 
Family Championship Kamikaze, Mark & Phillipa Barrington, Tas 
Harmony Championship Harmony, Peter & Jean Russell, ACT 
Cruiserweight Championship One Step Beyond, Andrew & Cathy McIntyre, NSW 
Invitation Race  abandoned 
Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1

st
 Tasmania 

 

  
Rod Thomas with Norm & Jean Deane presenting 1994 Mirror Nationals Division A winners 
the Harmony Trophy to Peter & Jean Russell 
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1994 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP TROPHIES  
reprinted from MCAV Reflections, February 1994 
 
One of the highlights at Presentation Night for the 
Nationals was the fine array of trophies and 
mementos which were presented. 
 
All of the trophies (excluding perpetuals) were 
produced by MCAV members, rather than 
commercial trophy suppliers. The outcome was a 
set of unique trophies which depicted fully rigged 
Mirrors and were as good as if not better than would 
be presented at any sailing regatta in Australia or 
the world. 
 
Two basic types of trophy were produced: 
 

 1/20
th
 and 1/40

th
 scale reproductions of 

rigged Mirror dinghies presented to skippers 
and crews of top three placegetters and 
major category winners. The hulls were cast 
in metal by Carl Vorrath using moulds he 
developed for similar one-off trophies in the 
1960s. The stainless steel sails and rigging 
were designed by Bill Dooley based on Carl 
Vorrath original trophies and laser cut by a 
specialist Engineering firm. 

 
 Perspex models of Mirror sails with red sails 

and white spinnaker, designed by Bill 
Dooley and laser cut by the Engineering 
firm. These were presented to Division 
winners, heat winners, invitation race 
placegetters and the balance of Category 
winners.  

 
All of the trophies were mounted on laminated 
wooden bases which consisted of six different 
vertical layers of wood: 

 Jarrah from Western Australia 
 Pine from South Australia 
 Ash from Victoria 
 Acacia from New South Wales 
 Blackwood from Queensland 
 Streaky Sassafras from Tasmania 

The various layers were held together with sticky 
glue rumoured to have come from the ACT! 
 
Steve Bullman produced the laminated wood using materials donated from his Williamstown joinery 
business, and with Warren Slater and Miles Doak cut, shaped and lacquered the bases. Christine Dance 
organised the trophy plates which were commercially engraved in the weeks before the Championships and 
fixed to the trophy bases on Presentation Night. 
 
The overall design, production and assembly of the trophies, which numbered fifty in all, was coordinated by 
Bill Dooley. Congratulations to Bill and all of the others involved, your efforts produced an excellent set of 
trophies that were much appreciated. 
 
All competitors in the Australian Championship received mementos which were also well received. At 
Presentation Night each competitor received a rectangular screen printed silk pennant which included a 
location map of Port Phillip, details of the event, and participant details and results. Christine Dance 
organised production of these pennants through her father Ken Raphael, who was a keen Mirror sailor in the 
1960s and 1970s. Leather Mirror key rings were also given to all competitors, which were provided by Dick 
Tupper, a recent MCAV member. Thanks to Ken and Dick for their contributions. 



 Page 249 

1994 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
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1995 MIRROR NATIONALS  29  
Sponsor: Trust Bank, Mersey Yacht Club, Devonport 
by David Thorp, reprinted from Australian Sailing, April 1995 

Ded-Ant sailed by Daniel Keys and James Souter from the ACT won the Trust Bank National Mirror Titles, 
held by Mersey YC in Devonport, Tasmania. Throughout the series the competition was very close with the 
winner being decided in the sixth and final heat. The strongest opposition came from Western Australian 
Guy Jeffrey sailing Black Adder and former Australian champion, Tasmanian Stephen McElwee, sailing 
Cicada IV. 

Keys and Souter, more used to the flat water of Lake Burley Griffin, adapted well to the swell and choppy 
conditions experienced during the championships. Ded-Ant's places of two firsts, two seconds, and a third 
clearly showed consistency over varied conditions. A variety of winds were experienced from very light, 
three to five knots through to moderate sea breezes of 15-17 knots. Others to do well were veteran sailor 
Norm Deane of Tasmania who sailed his yacht Triple A to a first and a second. Mark Barrington also from 
Tasmania who sailed Kamikaze Desu very consistently took fourth place overall. 

The championship also formed the selection trials for the Australian team to attend the world championship 
in Wales in August. Twelve boats were selected in the expectation that the world body will grant an extra 
four places above the usual eight quota for the Australian Team.  

1995 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st 
Ded-Ant, Daniel Keys & James Souter, ACT 

 2
nd 

Black Adder, Guy Jeffrey & John Sutherland, WA 
 3

rd 
Cicada IV, Stephen McElwee & Mark Padgett, Tas 

Division Championship A not known 
Sub-Junior Championship Fast Forward, David Moore & Jeremy Warren, Tas 
Junior Championship Black Adder, Guy Jeffrey & John Sutherland, WA 
Ladies Championship Li’l Apple, Stephanie Tomlin & Jane Dennis, Tas 
Veterans Championship Triple A, Norm Deane & Laurence Barrington, Tas 
Family Championship Kamikaze Desu, Mark & Phillipa Barrington, Tas 
Harmony Championship Harmony, Peter & Jean Russell, ACT 
Cruiserweight Championship Foxy Lady, Phillip Bennett & Nicholas Tomlin, Tas 
Invitation Race 

 
Ded-Ant, Daniel Keys & James Souter, ACT 

Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1
st
 Tasmania 

 

 
Ded-Ant, Daniel Keys & James Souter (ACT), 1995 Australian Mirror Champions 
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1995 AUS Team for the Worlds in Wales Mirror launch on the Mersey (photo: Peter Wright) 
 

1995 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 

 

 



 Page 252 

1996 MIRROR NATIONALS  30  
Sponsor: Ernst & Young, Balmoral Sailing Club, Sydney 
reprinted from Australian Sailing, April 1996 

Andrew Wright and crewman Scott Herberte from Victoria, sailing More Rhubarb won the Mirror Nationals, 
conducted by Balmoral SC - a series made memorable by a storm which scattered the fleet and caused 
widespread damage in the first attempt to sail heat four. Second were Cullen Hughes and Matthew Waugh 
(NSW) sailing No Worries and third Peter and Kate Russell (ACT) sailing Harmony. 

Heat four on 2
nd

 January started in a 10 knot 
nor'easterly. As the leading boats were coming up 
the second leg, a very strong southerly front swept 
through, scattering the fleet. The race was 
abandoned in the interests of ensuring everyone 
was safe and accounted for.  

Going into the final heat, the overall positions were 
far from decided with More Rhubarb just ahead of 
Harmony and Anchors Away Popeye. Toby Masters 
and Timothy Slater (WA) in Rikitikitaka won the last 
race, showing good boat speed from No Worries and 
Anchors Away Popeye. Wright and Herberte 
finished fourth to secure first overall. Harmony fell 
back with gear failure but improved to finish eighth 
and third overall. 
 
 
 

1996 Mirror Nationals 
MCANSW News, February 1996 

If feedback received by members of your committee is any guide, then the National Championship held 
over the New Year period at Balmoral was a tremendous success. The sailing was of a very high standard 
and the conditions on the water allowed fair competition. The final positions were not clear until after the last 
heat, with only 1.75 points separating first and second after five heats. Everyone enjoyed a lively social 
programme planned with enthusiasm by Peter Hook.  

Measurement proceeded smoothly on 27-28 December thanks again to planning by the Measurer, Andrew 
Waugh, and his assistant, Tony Mandl. A little rain forced us under cover at the clubhouse, but generally 
there were few problems. Emphasis on safety issues had many sailors looking for paddles, and weighty 
decisions about what actually constituted a paddle had to be made. Did a thong qualify?  

Sailing began on the 28
th
 December with the Invitation Race. This was held in a lively 15-20 knot southerly, 

and certainly gave crews a taste of things to come. Alan and William Short in Anchors Away Popeye were 
first, proving difficult to run down after establishing a good lead. 

Heat 1 on Friday saw the usual coastal nor-easter at I0-15 knots, a pattern that we hoped would prevail for 
the duration of the regatta. Crews were mastering the art of anticipating the Manly ferry and jet-cat 
movements, although from our vantage point on Middle Head, the gap looked very small at times! Andrew 
Wright and Scott Herberte in More Rhubarb showed the form that would win them the series with a 
convincing win from Harmony (Peter and Kate Russell) and Anchors Away Popeye. 

Heat 2 on Saturday was sailed in similar conditions to heat 1, with victory going to Harmony. Cullen Hughes 
showed that a prolonged absence from Mirrors had not slowed him down, coming second in this heat with 
Matthew Waugh in No Worries. Craig Smith and Ben Hooper in Lambor Greeny were third, showing great 
maturity for a young crew. 

New Year's Eve provided the lightest conditions of the Regatta, 8-12 knots with a nasty slop on a moderate 
swell. Lambor Greeny revelled in these conditions to win from Shane and Evan Delaney in Mystic with the 
consistent No Worries in third place. New Year's celebrations and the subsequent lay day were awaited with 
a feeling that the Regatta was wide open, with three different heat winners, and most of the top boats having 
had a result a little further back in the fleet than they would have wished. 

The STORM, Tuesday 2
nd

 January, 10 knot nor-easterly breeze. The fleet started with the only gate start of 
the series, and got away after one general recall. As the leading boats were coming up the second leg a 
very strong southerly front swept through. Those on the water all had their own individual experiences, from 
deliberately capsizing, accidentally capsizing, running with the wind safely, running with the wind and 
breaking gear. Some crews had to abandon their boats, some were inadvertently separated. Some boats 
managed to stay upright, and continued sailing. For those on the shore it was a time of anxiety until the fate 
of all the boats and crews was known.  

Ellen Russell and Chris Cook rescued by Andrew 
Waugh (left) after Andrew lost his mast and Ellen 
was about to be swept onto the rocks in the dramatic 
storm of heat 4 
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The performance of the rescue personnel was outstanding. Aided by some other power boats in the area, 
they managed to assist all the crews that needed help. Although unfortunately there was some damage to 
gear due to the storm, and some boats were unable to complete the series as a result, there was no 
significant personal injury to the sailors and no damage to boats during the rescue. A truly great effort by 
both sailors and rescue boats! The race was abandoned in the interest of ensuring that everyone was safe 
and accounted for. 

Heats 4 and 5 were held on Wednesday 3
rd

 January. The southerly winds had persisted, and the morning 
race was held in 15 knot breezes. The race was keenly fought, with the lead changing several times during 
the first half. More Rhubarb emerged to win from Harmony and Anchors Away Popeye. There was time for a 
well earned break before the afternoon race, and the Race Committee decided to use the inside course 
area. This led to a shorter race with a shifty breeze more affected by nearby headlands. More Rhubarb 
handled the conditions best to win from Anchors Away Popeye and More Bad News crewed by Warren 
Slater and Christopher Wild. 

The final heat was held on Thursday morning. The overall positions were far from decided with More 
Rhubarb just ahead of Harmony, and No Worries and Anchors Away Popeye also very close together in 
third and fourth. Again a steady southerly provided even conditions. A new heat winner emerged with Toby 
Masters and Timothy Slatter in Rikitikitaka showing good boat speed. No Worries was second with Anchors 
Away Popeye again finishing third. Andrew Wright in More Rhubarb sailed consistently to finish fourth and 
secure first place overall. Peter Russell in Harmony fell back early with gear failure but improved to finish in 
eighth place. This saw him drop behind No Worries in the overall positions. Who said bowlines never come 
undone! 

The Championship placings were More Rhubarb, No Worries and Harmony. The final event of the Regatta 
was Presentation Night, held at the Harbord Diggers Club. This was also a great success continuing the 
feeling of friendliness that had been established during the Regatta. 

1996 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st 
More Rhubarb, Andrew Wright & Scott Herberte, Vic 

 2
nd 

No Worries, Cullen Hughes & Matthew Waugh, NSW 
 3

rd 
Harmony, Peter & Kate Russell, ACT 

Division Championship A
 

More Rhubarb, Andrew Wright & Scott Herberte, Vic 
 B

 
Tobemory, Peter & Jeffrey Wright, Vic 

 C
 

Mirror Image, Brad Clarke & Alicia Wild, NSW 
 D Gunsynd, Georgina & Annabelle King, NSW 
Sub-Junior Championship Rikitikitaka, Toby Masters & Timothy Slatter, WA 
Junior Championship Wizard, Damien & Jared West, Qld 
Ladies Championship Export Roo, Sarah Lord & Anna Howe, WA 
Veterans Championship Tobemory, Peter & Jeffrey Wright, Vic 
Family Championship Harmony, Peter & Kate Russell, ACT 
Harmony Championship Virgo, Michael & Betty Chapman, Vic 
Cruiserweight Championship Bushfire II, Rod, Lisa & Stephen Thomas, Vic 
Invitation Race 

 
Anchors Away Popeye, Alan & William Short, Tas 

Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1
st
 Victoria 

 

  
More Rhubarb, Andrew Wright & Scott Herberte (Vic) Harmony, Peter & Kate Russell (ACT) 
1996 Australian Mirror Champions 1996 Australian Mirror Championship, 3

rd
 overall 
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1996 Balmoral Nationals, ACT Team 1996 Balmoral Nationals, Victorian Team 
 
 

1996 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
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The Storm on Sydney Harbour 
by Kathryn Cook, 1996 

The starter's gun had just sounded and our tiny eleven foot Mirror dinghy, together with about sixty others 

slowly inched its way from under Sydney Harbour's Middle Head up towards the windward mark which lay close to 

North Head. This was heat 4 of the Australian Mirror Championship, and I was crewing for my brother, John, in 

our boat, Cookaburra II. 

The wind was blowing at a barely perceptible three knots and there was a deathly hush over the whole 

course. We might have been tempted to think that this would be an easy and relaxing race and that our 

most difficult task today would be keeping a lookout for the large green ferries which regularly ploughed 

their way across the course on their way from the City to Manly and back. However, those of us who had 

ventured out to the right hand side of the course could look back over the City's skyscrapers to see an 

ominous sign. There, right behind Centrepoint's soaring tower was the unmistakeable sign that soon we 

would have as much wind as we wanted for our race - and a whole lot more. An enormous thunderstorm, 

seeming to rise as high as the stratosphere, was soon to pass over the City - and it was moving directly 

towards our dinghy race! 

The wind slowly picked up allowing us to move at a reasonable pace. When we reached the top mark it was 

blowing at about fifteen knots, and I diffidently hoisted our spinnaker, observing that all but a few of our 

competitors had hoisted theirs. However, the gusts which were buffeting our boat and all the time 

increasing in strength made me think that our "kite" would not be up for too long. 

The rain hit us quite suddenly and the wind continued to increase in strength. It was now blowing twenty 

five knots and the pelting rain hammered my skin and stung my eyes. Visibility was now about twenty 

metres and we realised that we had no idea where we were - and a Manly ferry was due in the next few 

minutes. The wind continued to increase and the boat now seemed almost uncontrollable. 

The wind direction had now swung about 90 degrees. We adjusted our course and sails according to the 

sudden wind veer and strength. I gladly took down the spinnaker. Forty knots! We eased our two remaining 

sails. The wind strength then slightly fell and the rain eased a bit. All around us we could see outlines of 

overturned boats, boats sailing on screaming reaches, and boats sailing in all directions totally out of 

control.  

Then, quite suddenly, the wind returned more furiously than before. John and I fully eased both the 

mainsail and the jib and leaned out as far as we could in a desperate effort to keep the boat upright. 

However, a ferocious gust hit us and there we were, in the water beside our overturned dinghy. We heard 

later that this gust had been clocked at 63 knots. I struggled up on to the overturned boat beside my 

brother and lay there worrying about man-eating sharks and Manly ferries. 

There wasn't too much we could do now if a ferry appeared out of the rain (thankfully, none did). Thank 

goodness also that we didn't see any black dorsal fins circling around us. However, sharks are quite 

plentiful in Sydney Harbour, and I was really glad to be out of the water on the upturned hull. As the 

storm passed and the visibility cleared, the area around us looked like the naval battle scene in "Ben Hur". 

There was not a boat standing upright and many had smashed masts and spars, torn sails and broken 

rudders. 

As the rain cleared further, a number of kind people in motorised pleasure craft moved in to give help to 

those who needed a hand. John said he would sail back in to the shore, but I accepted the offer of a lift 

back to the naval jetty near the Balmoral Sailing Club. Some people in the boat asked me if I recognised 

the man steering it and I had to admit that I didn't. Not being a very strong follower of the cricket, I had 

failed to recognise him as the famous Australian cricketer, Michael Slater – the owner of this beautiful 

motor cruiser. When we reached the wharf, I thanked Mr Slater and the others for their help and ran 

back to the clubhouse. The first boats of the battered flotilla which had accepted a tow from motor boats 

were just starting to appear. Eventually, they all came in and the hard working club officials checked off all 

the names, eventually establishing that no boats or people had been lost. 

Everyone had an exciting tale to tell. It had really been an adrenalin charged morning after what had 

seemed like such a tranquil beginning. We had lovely hot showers, swapped our stories over a cup of hot 

chocolate and hoped for better weather on the next day. 
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1997 MIRROR NATIONALS  31  
Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club, Queensland 
reprinted from Australian Sailing, April 1997 
 
Tasmania dominated the 66 boat fleet at the Australian 
Mirror Championship on Lake Cootharaba, Queensland, 
filling six of the first ten overall places. Stephen McElwee 
with crew John Fletcher of Launceston, sailing his new 
Cicada V, clinched the series after only five races to win the 
title for the third time. Although McElwee did not need to sail 
in the last race, he did so, and won. Mark and Philippa 
Barrington of Hobart, sailing Kamikaze, also had second 
place secured after five heats with a win in heat four. David 
Moore (17) and Luke Baker of Devonport in Fast Forward 
convincingly won the first race and after a consistent series 
finished third overall and took the Junior title. 

The championship was sailed in perfect weather with winds 
of 20-25 knots prevailing for most of the series. The series 
was also the selection trial for the World Championship to be 
sailed at Kingston, Canada, in August. Australia will be 
sending nine boats to the worlds including McElwee who has 
sailed in the last two World championships, finishing seventh 
in Holland in 1991 and fifth in Wales in 1995. 

Cicada V, Stephen McElwee & John Fletcher (Tas) 
1997 Australian Mirror Champions 
(photo: Daryl Cross/Oakley Images) 

1997 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st 
Cicada V, Stephen McElwee & John Fletcher, Tas 

 2
nd 

Kamikaze, Mark & Phillipa Barrington, Tas 
 3

rd 
Fast Forward, David Moore & Luke Baker, Tas 

Division Championship A Anchors Away Popeye, Alan & William Short, Tas 
 B Triple A, Norm Deane & Jenny Graney, Tas 
 C Mellon Collie, Laurence Barrington & Naomi Tomlinson, Tas 
 D White Lightning, James Nolan & Simon Morgan, Tas 
 E Tobermory, Jeffrey Wright & Shannon Herberte, Vic 
Sub-Junior Championship Hi-Tech, Steven Kennedy & Melissa Wals, WA 
Junior Championship Fast Forward, David Moore & Luke Baker, Tas 
Ladies Championship Stingray, Julie & David Meehan, WA 
Veterans Championship Triple A, Norm Deane & Jenny Graney, Tas 
Family Championship Anchors Away Popeye, Alan & William Short, Tas 
Harmony Championship Ready, Robin & Lyndell Ford, NSW 
Cruiserweight Championship Cookaburra II, John & Kathryn Cook, Qld 
Invitation Race 

 
Cicada V, Stephen McElwee & John Fletcher, Tas 

Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1
st
 Tasmania 

  
Jeffrey Wright & Shannon Herberte reaching for a  Lake Cootharaba ready for action 
muddy end metres from spectators in the water (photos: Peter Wright) 
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AUS Team for 1997 World Championship in Canada 

1997 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
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1998 MIRROR NATIONALS  32  
Sponsor: Coca-Cola, Henley Sailing Club, Adelaide 
reprinted from Australian Sailing, April 1998 
 
Black Magic sailed by Damian Carey and Andrew Williams won the 
Coca Cola Australian Mirror Championship raced on their home 
waters at Henley Sailing Club, South Australia. Their combined crew 
weight of 125kg was no barrier, even in the mainly light conditions 
which prevailed during the series. Using a different sail combination 
of a Y Sails jib and spinnaker and Walker mainsail, Carey had more 
boat speed than the others in the various conditions. This particularly 
showed in heat six when Black Magic rounded the first mark 18

th
 and 

finished third. 

Competition throughout the series was close between the top five 
boats with only seconds separating them except in heat five in which 
Black Magic blitzed the fleet in 20-25 knots. Strong opposition came 
from lightweights James Nolan and Simon Morgan (World team 
representatives) sailing White Lightning who finished second with 
wins in heats one and six in very light conditions. 

Third were Steven Kennedy and Peter Murray from WA sailing Hi-
Tech who consistently pushed the lead boats in the light conditions. 
Alan and William Short sailing Anchors Away Popeye finished fourth 
having a very mixed series after losing a chainplate and part of the 
gunwale in the invitation race.  

The championship, contested by 32 crews, was run to the highest 
possible standard. 
 
 

1998 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st 
Black Magic, Damian Carey & Andrew Williams, SA 

 2
nd 

White Lightning, James Nolan & Simon Morgan, Tas 
 3

rd 
Hi-Tech, Steven Kennedy & Peter Murray, WA 

Division Championship A
 

Black Magic, Damian Carey & Andrew Williams, SA 
 B Steamed Up, Preben Nielson & Barnaby Ainsworth, WA 
 C Ready, Robin & Lyndell Ford, NSW 
Sub-Junior Championship Steamed Up, Preben Nielsen & Barnaby Ainsworth, WA 
Junior Championship Hi-Tech, Steven Kennedy & Peter Murray, WA 
Ladies Championship Taking Off, Kate & Lauren Myers, WA 
Veterans Championship Dry Red, Bob & Scott Wright, SA 
Family Championship Anchors Away Popeye, Alan & William Short, Tas 
Harmony Championship Ready, Robin & Lyndell Ford, NSW 
Cruiserweight Championship Dry Red, Bob & Scott Wright, SA 
Invitation Race 

 
Black Magic, Damian Carey & Andrew Williams, SA 

Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1 WA, 201pts; 2 VIC, 261pts; 3, SA, 322pts; 4, TAS, 403pts;  
 5, NSW, 719pts; 6 ACT, 802pts. 

  
More Rhubarb (68044) a red rash across the Gulf Victorian Team at Henley (photo: Peter Wright) 
(photo: Mal Hutton) 

Black Magic, Damian Carey & 
Andrew Williams (SA) 1998 
Australian Mirror Champions 
(photo: Mal Hutton) 
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Black Magic (63089) dominates titles Hi-Tech (68669) and White Lightning (69534) 

  
Dry Red (45184) and Anchors Away Popeye (65424) Ladies Champion Taking Off (69763) 

  
Harmony Champion Ready (57885) Black Adder (69155) not enjoying a bath 

(photos: Mal Hutton) 

1998 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
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1999 MIRROR NATIONALS  33  
Fremantle Sailing Club, Perth 
reprinted from WA Mirror Images, March 1999 
 
This year’s National Mirror Championship was hosted by Fremantle Sailing Club. With the predicted strong 
winds for the World titles in South Africa it was felt that the westerlies of Fremantle would be excellent for 
determining the Australian team. The event was held over seven days commencing on Monday 28

th
 

December. Twelve races were sailed in conditions varying from light fluky easterlies to strong westerly 
breezes. 
 
The Tasmanian sailors dominated the event with an outstanding performance by Mark Padgett and crew 
John Fletcher in Xcel-erate. Mark and John won eight of the heats and had three second places and one 
fourth place. Second overall went to Mark Barrington and Joshua Phillips, who won three races and the 
Veterans Championship in Kamikaze. 
 
The Western Australia boats were again very strong competition taking five of the top ten places. For the 
second year running Western Australia won the Teams Trophy. Hi Tech with juniors Steve Kennedy and 
Simon Grannery finished in third place overall with a super performance. Steve and Simon from the Princes 
Royal Sailing Club in Albany were also winners of the Junior Championship. Sub Junior Champions were 
Bradley Deere and Robert Main in another Albany boat, Shockwave. 
 
The Australian team for the World Championship at Saldhana Bay South Africa were selected from this 
event. Due to the great local effort four West Australian boats have made the team.  
 
The Nationals were an extremely well run event and congratulations must go to Trevor Lord and his team 
for its success. 
 

  
The awesome Tasmanian Team NSW Team convivial travellers 

  
Family Trophy winners Peter & Kate Russell  Ladies Trophy winners Ellen & Jean Russell 



 Page 261 

1999 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st 
Xcel-Erate, Mark Padgett & John Fletcher, Tas 

 2
nd 

Kamikaze, Mark Barrington & Joshua Phillips, Tas 
 3

rd 
Hi-Tech, Steve Kennedy & Simon Grannery, WA 

Handicap Championship 1
st 

Scud II, Bruce & Bradley Utting, WA 
 2

nd 
More Rhubarb, Jeffrey Wright & Shannon Herberte, Vic 

 3
rd 

Tobemory, Peter Wright & Eric Tveitnes, Vic 
Sub-Junior Championship Shockwave, Bradley Deere & Robert Main, WA 
Junior Championship Hi-Tech, Steve Kennedy & Simon Grannery, WA 
Ladies Championship Octopussy, Ellen & Jean Russell, ACT 
Veterans Championship Kamikaze, Mark Barrington & Joshua Phillips, Tas 
Masters Championship Tobemory, Peter Wright & Eric Tveitnes, Vic 
Family Championship Harmony, Peter & Kate Russell, ACT 
Harmony Championship Cicada IV, Duncan McGlashan & Samantha Brown, Tas 
Cruiserweight Championship Scud II, Bruce & Bradley Utting, WA 
Siblings Championship Fast Forward, Luke & Andrew Padgett, Tas 
Invitation Race 

 
abandoned 

Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1
st
 Western Australia 

 

1999 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
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2000 MIRROR NATIONALS  34  
YMCA Sailing Club, Canberra 
by Peter Russell, 2000 
 
Justin Mann and Jonathon Clough in Sirocco (WA) capped off a great year of Mirror sailing, including twelfth 
in the recent World Championship in South Africa, by winning the Australian Mirror Championship. The 
championship, conducted by the YMCA Sailing Club on Lake Burley Griffin, attracted 39 entries from 
around Australia. The lake conditions tested all sailors with strong winds for the first day and moderate 
winds for other days - no real Canberra drifters! 
 
Justin Mann dominated the championships with six wins in the twelve race series. Mann’s boat-speed 
advantage, generated by dedicated training, enabled him to start conservatively and establish good fleet 
position early in the short races. Andrew Forster and Ryan Tutt in Octopussy (ACT) enjoyed a close tussle 
with Shane, Glenn and Evan Delaney in Critical Path (Vic) to finish second and third respectively. Sailing a 
borrowed boat, Forster recorded his best result after many years of sailing Mirrors. 
 
Any thoughts that sailing in Canberra was easy evaporated with 20-30 knot winds for race one resulting in 
only 16 finishers and boat repairs through the night. Sub-Junior Champion Tim Castles revelled in the 
conditions winning from Mann, with Cruiserweight Champion - Ronald Fry third. Two more races that day in 
perfect 15-20 knot conditions saw Mann establish an early lead in the championship with second in race two 
and first in race three, and a challenge from Family Champion - Shane Delaney with a convincing win in 
race two. 
 
Day two saw more typical Canberra conditions with light to moderate, variable winds providing a new 
challenge. Delaney continued his good form with a win in race four and Forster showed his Canberra skills 
with winning race five in unsettled conditions. Junior Champion - Torvar Mirsky won race six from Mann with 
Delaney third. 
 
Day three was Mann’s day! He won all four races to take an unassailable lead in the championship in 
moderate winds ideal for short races. Forster and Delaney shared second and third places in all races and 
Siblings Champion - David Pitt challenged the leaders. 
 
With the championship decided, interest centred around Delaney, Forster and Mirsky to decide the minor 
placings on day four. The great conditions of day three continued and Forster dominated with first in race 
eleven and second in race twelve to narrowly secure second overall with Delaney third and Mirsky fourth 
overall. The West Australians dominated the Teams Trophy with five sailors in the top ten, followed by 
Victoria and the ACT. The championship was notable for close racing, family emphasis and friendly support 
by the YMCA Sailing Club members. 

 
The Canberra Times, 2 January 2000 (photo: Martin Jones) 
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2000 Mirror Nationals 
NSWMCA News, February 2000 

What a great regatta!! Not the expected less than 5 knots flat water lake sailing for us. We had 13 

races that had 30knots, 25knots and a bit under. We had gusts, knocks and lifts - all from the 

menacing Black Mountain. We had historical landmarks such as Parliament House and Telecom Tower 

and the water fountain. We had cloudscapes, sunshine and more sunshine. And then if that wasn't 

enough we had muffins to die for, friendly rescue boat drivers, well organised Race Officer and 

crew, grass to rig on, calm waters to sail out on with lots of friendly land crew to help. But then we 

also had smiles from new friends and old acquaintances, evening social events and it all culminated in 

a closing ceremony that Sydney Olympics would be jealous of. Trophies and prizes for everyone, good 

food and good stories and a speech from the winner that touched all the parents there. 
 

2000 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st 
Sirocco, Justin Mann & Jonathon Clough, WA 

 2
nd 

Octopussy, Andrew Forster & Ryan Tutt, ACT 
 3

rd 
Critical Path, Shane, Glenn & Evan Delaney, Vic 

Handicap Championship 1
st 

Polaris, Timothy Gibbs & Chris Roberts, Qld 
 2

nd 
Prime Time, Andrew McIntyre & Sarah Butler, NSW 

 3
rd 

Seakiss, Daniel & Andrew Keil, Vic 
Sub-Junior Championship Xcel-Erate, Tim Castles & David Castles/Lawrence Ashford, WA 
Junior Championship Stingray, Torvar Mirsky & Chris Jacob, WA 
Ladies Championship Harmony, Kate & Peter Russell, ACT 
Veterans Championship Ready, Robin & Lyndell Ford, NSW 
Family Championship Critical Path, Shane, Glenn & Evan Delaney, Vic 
Harmony Championship Jabiru, Cliff & Lesley Scott, Vic 
Cruiserweight Championship Jesse James, Ronald & Peter Fry, SA 
Siblings Championship Leading Edge III, David & Caroline Pitt, WA 
Invitation Race 

 
Sirocco, Justin Mann & Jonathon Clough, WA 

Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1 WA, 311.5; 2 VIC, 668.5; 3, ACT, 691.5; 4, NSW, 858, 5, QLD, 
1003; 6 SA, 1236; 7 TAS, 1505 

 

2000 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
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Close action at the top Capital sailing with Justin Mann leading  

   
Canberra 2000 Harmony winners Jabiru, Vic  Canberra 2000 Ladies winners Harmony, ACT 
Cliff and Lesley Scott  Kate and Peter Russell 

   
Canberra 2000 winners Sirocco, WA Canberra 2000 runner-up Octopussy, ACT 
Justin Mann and Jonathon Clough  Andrew Forster and Ryan Tutt 
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2001 MIRROR NATIONALS  35  
Mordialloc Sailing Club, Melbourne 
reprinted from Australia Sailing, April 2001 
 
Glenn Collings and son Stephen from Victoria have 
won the 2001 Australian Championship for the 
International Mirror class sailed on Port Phillip, 
Victoria in early January. 

The series was hosted by the Mordialloc Sailing 
Club and was part of the Victorian Yachting 
Council’s 2001 Sail Melbourne International regatta. 
A competitive fleet of 48 boats participated with 
strongest representation from Victoria, Western 
Australia and Queensland and entries from all other 
Australian States and the Australian Capital 
Territory. A ten race series was sailed over five 
consecutive days, with winds across the wind 
strength range providing a true test of the 
capabilities of competitors.  

There were five boats that dominated the series and could have won the series going into the last heat. 
Kamikaze sailed by the Mirror class veteran Mark Barrington and junior crew Jessie Atherton from Tasmania 
displayed good speed in the light to moderate winds of the first five races to record three heat wins and lead 
at the halfway point of the series. The 1998 Australian Mirror Champion Damian Carey and his junior crew 
Leigh Costello from the Henley Sailing Club in Adelaide came into contention after sailing fast, particularly 
off the wind in the stronger winds of heats six, seven and eight to take two heat wins and a second placing. 
Two promising junior skipper-crew combinations from Western Australia, Torvar Mirsky and Cameron Wallis 
in No Chance and David Meehan and Christopher Jacob in Fast Forward had heat wins and were well 
placed after eight heats. Glenn and Stephen Collings sailing Obsession went into the final day with a narrow 
point lead and finished with second placings in the final two heats to narrowly win the series. They did not 
win a heat but were the most consistent of the front runners with placings between second and fifth in all 
heats except one. 

Over two hundred people attended the presentation night held at the end of the series. Tom King, Olympic 
gold medallist in the 470 dinghy class, was the guest speaker and spoke of his experiences in the 470 class 
and his time in the Mirror class which included Australian and World championship wins.  

Trophies were presented in ten competitor categories and in fleet divisions. The Junior Championship for 
skippers under nineteen years of age was the largest single category with 22 entries and was won by two 
young sailors eligible for the Sub-Junior Trophy - Torvar Mirsky and Cameron Wallis, aged fourteen and 
twelve respectively.  

At the conclusion of the presentation night, an eight boat Australian team for the 2001 World Mirror 
Championship in Ireland was announced with a further eight provisional entrants dependant upon allocation 
of extra placings to Australia and participant availability. 

2001 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
 Obsession, Glenn & Stephen Collings, Vic 

 2
nd

 Black Magic, Damian Carey & Leigh Costello, SA 
 3

rd
 No Chance, Torvar Mirsky & Cameron Wallis, WA 

Division Championship A Obsession, Glenn & Stephen Collings, Vic 
 B Leading Edge III, David Pitt & Rebecca Murray, WA 
 C Magic, Andrew Joyce & Andrew Poynter, Tas 
 D Scumbag, Damien & Ted Zammit, VIC 
 E Windjammer, Sarah Dick & Taryn Garner, WA 
Sub-Junior Championship Vigilante III, Mark O’Toole & Jack O’Mahony, WA 
Junior Championship No Chance, Torvar Mirsky & Cameron Wallis, WA 
Ladies Championship Steamed Up, Jessica Eastwell & Adam Martin, WA 
Veterans Championship Kamikaze, Mark Barrington & Jessie Atherton, Tas 
Masters Championship Magic Mirror, Geoff Conquer & Matthew Ernst, QLD 
Family Championship Jaws II, Andrew & James Sutherland, Vic 
Cruiserweight Championship Jesse James, Ron Fry & Glenn Davis, SA 
Harmony Championship Ready, Robin & Lyndell Ford, NSW 
Siblings Championship Black Adder, Nicholas & Michael Murray, WA 
Invitation Race Black Adder, Nicholas & Michael Murray, WA 
Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1

st
 Western Australia 
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2001 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 

 
 

  
Mirrors return to Mordialloc Sailing Club Competitors meeting speckled with gold 

  
2001 Mordialloc Nationals, Queensland Team Mirrors on the Bay 
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Rod Thomas introduced former crew Tom King! Kingmania all night 

  
Veteran winners Mark Barrington & Jessie Atherton 2001 Mordialloc Nationals top 10 

  
2001 Mordialloc Nationals 11-20 2001 Mordialloc Nationals 21-30 

  
2001 Mordialloc Nationals 31-40 2001 Mordialloc Nationals 41-48 
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2002 MIRROR NATIONALS  36  
Gosford Sailing Club, NSW 
by Andrew Sutherland, reprinted from MCANSW News, February 2002 
 
Mark Barrington, after more than 20 years competing, won the Australian Mirror Championship held on 
Brisbane Waters from the Gosford Sailing Club. Barrington and Jessica Atherton sailing Kamikaze II won 
convincingly in the predominately light to medium winds. 

Barrington and second placed Andrew Sutherland sailing Menace both showed the benefit and improvement 
from having sailed in the last year’s Worlds in Ireland. Kamikaze II and Menace are new fibreglass hulls 
from John Collova of Vasco Boats in Perth. This is the first Nationals win for a glass Mirror which, combined 
with a second in the last Worlds, look to have a strong future in the class. 

The series started with a bang in the first race with the northerly shifting 50 degrees and increasing to 
become a 25 knot westerly. Race 2 saw the wind increase further to 20-30 knots with gusts to 35 knots. 
Andrew McIntyre in Prime Time won race 1 with Menace taking the honours in race 2. Kamikaze II, which 
had capsized in each of the first 2 races, then went on to win six out of six of the remaining races which 
were sailed in predominately light to medium winds. The Kamikaze II crew, who are 20 kg lighter than the 
rest of the fleet, had awesome speed in the light to medium breezes and sailed the shifty conditions well to 
take a stranglehold on the title. 

Menace, with good all-round speed took second place, and with sons James and William Sutherland 
alternating as crew, also took out the Family Trophy. 2001 National Champion, Glen Collings, with sons 
Stephen and Lloyd sailing Obsession, finished with a second in race 8 giving them third place over David 
Graney in Sky III. Graney a two times Mirror National champion and runner up in the Mirror Worlds, was the 
most consistent boat at the regatta finishing fourth and also taking the Veterans Trophy. 

Walker sails again dominated the top results, with Barrington, Sutherland and Collings using the more raked 
rig and new generation of Walker sails. The Nationals revealed a strong junior contingent making their way 
up through the ranks with Lachlan Gibbs 8

th
, Kate Russell 9

th
, Daniel Keil 10

th
 and Evan Delaney as Sub-

Junior Champion 13
th
, all expected to compete in the next Nationals and Worlds. 

 

  
Champion Mark Barrington was awesome!!! Kamikaze II, Mark Barrington & Jessie Atherton (Tas) 
 2002 Australian Mirror Champions 

  
Runner-up & Family Champion Andrew Sutherland 2002 Gosford Nationals top 10 
with crews Andrew & William Sutherland 
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The Worlds to be sailed in Hobart in January 2003 are expected to draw a strong Australian contingent of 
current Mirror sailors and past champions back into the class. With the Mirror Worlds only sailed every 
second year a large number of Northern Hemisphere and South African boats are expected to make the trip 
to Australia. The selection series for the Australian team for the worlds is the 2003 Australian championships 
to be held in Hobart immediately prior with Australia likely to be able to select a team of 25 boats. 
 

2002 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
 Kamikaze II, Mark Barrington & Jessie Atherton, Tas 

 2
nd

 Menace, Andrew, William & James Sutherland, Vic 
 3

rd
 Obsession, Glen, Stephen & Lloyd Collings, Vic 

Division Championship 
 

no championship 
Sub-Junior Championship Critical Path, Evan Delaney & Erik Tveitnes, Vic 
Junior Championship Tank Girl, Lachlan & Timothy Gibbs, QLD 
Ladies Championship Carpe Diem, Jenny Graney & Maggie Given, Tas 
Veterans Championship Sky III, David & Mathew Graney, Tas 
Masters Championship Jaffa, David & Joyce Hall, Vic 
Family Championship Menace, Andrew, William & James Sutherland, Vic 
Cruiserweight Championship Octopussy, Ellen Russell & Kathryn Cook, ACT 
Harmony Championship Ready, Robin & Lyndell Ford, NSW 
Siblings Championship Wizard, Andrew & Nicole Turnbull, QLD 
Invitation Race Kamikaze II, Mark Barrington & Jessie Atherton, TAS 
Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1

st
 Western Australia 

 

2002 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
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2003 MIRROR NATIONALS  37  
Sponsor: NORTAS, Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania, Hobart 
by Jenny Graney, 2003 
 
The Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania hosted the Australian Mirror Championship commencing with 
measurement on the 1

st
 January, with a long line of eager crews patiently working their way through 

separate stations for hulls, sails, foils and spars. It was a long day for both the measurement team and for 
the crews, but virtually all boats for both the Nationals and the subsequent Worlds had been measured by 
the end of the day with only a few stragglers to face the relieved measurers on the second day.  
 
The invitation race included entrants from both the Nationals as well as most of the overseas boats that had 
entered for the Pre-Worlds Regatta which was conducted concurrently with heats 5-8 of the Nationals. For 
many of the large Australian contingent, this was their first experience of large fleet starting (103 entries) 
with many less than average starts experienced.  
 
The Nationals were run over 8 heats (2 discards allowed) with two heats per day over four days with a much 
needed lay day mid championship. Race 5 was held in strong conditions with some suffering gear failure 
and others testing their swimming skills. Laura Skillen from Deviot Sailing Club was seen subsequently 

wearing an "I Survived Race 5" tee shirt.  

 
The Nationals were a big success both on and off the water thanks to the years of planning, the organisation 
by RYCT and the many volunteers that put their hands up (although there were a few who claimed to have 
been pushed in the back while the umpire wasn't looking!). Some of the Great Britain Team entered the 
Nationals and top spot was taken by the British crew of Stuart Bithell and Holly Scott sailing AV-IT ahead of 
the RYCT's David Moore and Mathew Wilson in Stealth and Victorian Glenn and Lloyd Collings in No 
Chance. David and Mathew collected the National Champion Trophy, as this must be awarded to Australian 
residents.  
 
Defending National Champion Mark Barrington snapped an Achilles tendon after the first two heats and his 
son Laurence took over the helm to complete the National series and the subsequent Worlds as Mark 
looked on from a spectator boat with his leg in plaster.  

 

2003 Mirror Nationals 
Morgan Vaudrey, IMCAT, News - Nationals, Hobart 2003 

03 January 03, Mirror Invitation Reflects Depth of Talent 

A warm-up invitation race started the Australian Mirror Championship in Hobart today. Over 70 Mirrors 
made an interesting spectacle on the Derwent River, as the fleet mixed with Sydney to Hobart boats, such 
as overall second place winner Grundig, cruising and sports boats competing in the Royal Yacht Club of 
Tasmania’s Sailing South Race Week.  

Scattered cloud and gusty north-westerly winds (av. 10-12 knots) around the triangle course created a fine 
day for sailing, though a strong current made rounding the top mark tricky and there were many penalty 
turns made throughout the race. Flying the patriotic Union Jack spinnaker, Steve Long (GBR) in Déjà Vu 
demonstrated his dominance over the rest of the fleet for the portion of the race that he sailed. Invitational 
line honours went to Tasmanian veteran George Fish and crew Jamee Saunders in Foxy Lady III, with 
Penman in White Lightning taking second and Barrington in Kamikaze II grabbing third.  

Tomorrow sees the first two National heats on the Derwent River, with the fierce competition expected to 
demonstrate the depth of talent of the fleet. 

4 January 2003, Consistent performances stand out in first heats 

Heats 1 and 2 of the Australian Mirror Championship took place on the Derwent River today. Sailing 
conditions were fickle. The racing Mirrors had to deal with shifty west-north-westerly winds that sometimes 
gusted above 20 knots (av. 12 knots), and sometimes dropped out altogether. Victorian boat No Chance, 
helmed by Glenn Collings and crewed by son Lloyd, took out heat 1 line honours. No Chance led from the 
first mark, and their lead was never threatened. Tasmanian skipper of White Lightning, John Penman, was 
proof of 30 years sailing experience, placing second in Heat 1, after also gaining second place in 
yesterday’s Invitation Race. Third place went to Victorian boat Menace. 

Current National Champions Mark Barrington and crew Jessie Atherton in Kamikaze II continued to show 
strong form, taking out line honours in heat 2, after placing fifth in heat 1. Kamikaze II is a popular favourite 
to take out the Australian Mirror Championship, especially as they have the home ground advantage of the 
Derwent River.  
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John and Sam Penman in White Lightning continued their consist hunt for second place in heat 2. In heat 2 
British Mirror Av-It, helmed by Stuart Bithell and crewed by Holly Scott, placed third. Australian Mirrors 
Stealth (D. Moore), Time N Tide (A. Joyce), Oz-Mosis (L. Gibbs) and British boat Déjà Vu (S. Long) all 
performed consistently well, placing in the top ten in both heats. Canberran Ellen Russell in Harmony is 
currently leading the Ladies Championship. Dual Force, helmed by Josh Phillips, is leading the Junior 
Championship with Mark Barrington (Kamikaze II) holding first position in the Veterans Championship. 

5 January 2003, British Mirrors flex sailing muscle 

The Derwent River showed itself off today in picture 
postcard perfection for the third and fourth heats of 
the Australian Mirror Championship. Clear skies and 
sparkling water meant an enjoyable day of sailing 
after the cloudy conditions of the previous days. For 
the first time during the Nationals the fleet was 
sailing in a sea breeze. 

There was a shaky start to heat 3 after a general 
recall, but the race soon got away in light (av. 5 
knots) south-easterly winds. British boats dominated 
the top placings in the first heat of the day. Joint 
British team captain, Craig Bond, and his eight-year-
old son Mitchell took out first place in Passing Wind! 
British Mirrors Norbert, Av-It, and Déjà Vu took out 
the next three places respectively.  

Heat 4 started in a freshening sea breeze (av. 10 
knots) that gusted up to 20 knots, with boats now 
also dealing with swell. A breakaway group of four 
boats, Stealth (AUS), Déjà Vu (GBR), Av-It (GBR) 
and No Chance (AUS), established itself early in the 
race, and although positions changed within the 
group, the breakaway was never threatened. After 
top ten results in heats 1 & 2, local boat Stealth, 
helmed by David Moore and crewed by Matthew 
Wilson, took out the fourth heat. The former Under 
19 Champion’s consistent performances have 
confirmed him as a top pick for the National title. 
British boats Av-It (Bithell) and Déjà Vu (Long) took 
out second and third spots in heat 4.  

After excellent results during the Invitation Race and the first heats, former National Champion Mark 
Barrington is now out of the championship due to injury. Barrington, who won heat 2, broke his Achilles 
tendon on dry land and is now sporting a plaster cast after surgery to repair the damage. Barrington’s Mirror, 
Kamikaze II, may continue the Championships, instead helmed by Barrington’s son Laurence and still 
crewed by Jessie Atherton.  

Tomorrow’s Lay Day will be a welcome rest for many, and a time to prepare for the next heats for all.  

7 January 2003, Derwent breeze blows fleet apart 

The Derwent River saw the start of International Mirror racing in earnest today. An increased number of 
Irish, South African and Swedish entrants competed in the Pre-World heats, after Australian Mirror 
Championship entrants enjoyed a rest yesterday. The Derwent River was in top form for heats 5 and 6, 
changing from flat water with barely any wind, to a strong sea breeze (av. over 15 knots, gusting above 20 
knots) and a tough swell. These conditions saw many boats pull out of the first race. Some decided to wait 
for the next race to see if the weather improved, others were out through breakage or capsizing. The wind 
dropped off slightly in heat 6, but the rough swell still made conditions difficult. 

Stuart Bithell’s Av-It (GBR), crewed by Holly Scott, was once again in fine form, taking first place in both of 
today’s heats. Av-It, which placed second in the English Nationals, has not placed out of the top ten during 
this championship. David Moore in Stealth (AUS) was again performing well, echoing previous heat results 
by taking second in heat 5 and third in heat 6. If Moore had not had to complete a 720° penalty turn during 
the last lap of heat 6, he may have held on to second spot. Instead Victorian boat Menace (A. Sutherland) 
took second place. Glenn Collings in No Chance followed up a Heat 1 win and consistent top ten results on 
following days to take out a third and a fifth positions.  

So far these championships have been marked by consistent performances from local, national and 
international mirrors, rather than one hit wonder wins. The Australian Mirror Championship winds up 
tomorrow with the final heats, before continuing with the International Mirror World Championship. 
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8 January 2003, Australian National Mirror Championship wraps up 

Today was the last day of competition in the Australian Mirror Championship. There was an early start to the 
final day of racing. Heat 7 started in sunny, early morning conditions, with an 8 –10 knots wind that shifted 
south to south-westerly continually throughout the race. The cooler wind was a blessing after 35°C 
temperature and the resulting sea breeze of yesterday.  

Victorian boat No Chance (G. Collings) took first place in heat 7, ahead of Tasmania’s Stealth (D. Moore), 
and Great Britain’s Av-It (S. Bithell).  

Heat 8 was a difficult race for competitors and those running it. Extremely shifty conditions made setting the 
course tricky, with increased swell and gusty conditions creating extra work for sailors. Heat 8 saw Av-It 
continue great form by placing first. John Penman in White Lightning followed form for this championship by 
placing second, with Stealth coming in at third.  

Stuart Bithell and Holly Scott in Av-It (GBR) took first place in the open Australian Mirror Championship. 
Tasmanian competitors David Moore and Matthew Wilson in Stealth are the new Australian Mirror 
Champions. Tonight the sailors will be enjoying a presentation dinner, before preparations for the World 
Championship over the coming two days. Congratulations to all who competed! 

 
Red sails in Hobart 

 
David Moore flying (photo: Graeme Moore) 

 
2003 Hobart Nationals, ACT Team 

Sunday Mirror Sailing 
by Margaret Gibb 

Land Crew for Oz-Mosis and Tank Girl, Qld, 2003 

In the distant hills the houses rising from the earth 

Watch the harbour boats-red sails flapping 

Church bells ringing round Battery Point 

Children swinging their legs up high 

Boats drifting sleepily on glimmering waters 

Chilly air chasing busy fingers 

Twisting and turning ropes 

The sound of gentle waves lapping on rocks 

Voices echoing 

The red mirror sails burst forward 

Skipper and crew jump aboard 

Freezing waters of the Derwent River 

Belly groans surging forward 

Sensational sailing ahead 
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2003 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
 Stealth, David Moore & Mathew Wilson, Tas 

 2
nd

 No Chance, Glenn & Lloyd Collings, VIC 
 3

rd
 White Lightning, John & Samuel Penman, Tas 

Division Championship  not known 
Sub-Junior Championship Fast Forward, Chris Jacob & Marcel La Macchia, WA 
Junior Championship Time N Tide, Andrew Joyce & Craig Erwin, Tas 
Ladies Championship Harmony, Ellen & Kate Russell, ACT 
Veterans Championship Offside, Geoff & Tristan Brown, WA 
Masters Championship Foxy Lady III, George Fish & Jamee Saunders, Tas 
Family Championship No Chance, Glenn & Lloyd Collings, Vic 
Harmony Championship Steppenwolf, David & Ros Pilbeam, WA 
Cruiserweight Championship Star-Bellied Sneetch, Neil & Douglas Shepherd, Tas 
Siblings Championship Wizard, Andrew & Nicole Turnbull, QLD 
Invitation Race Foxy Lady III, George Fish & Jamee Saunders, Tas 
Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1

st
 Tasmania 

 

2003 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
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2004 MIRROR NATIONALS  38  
Sponsor: Wridgeways, Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron, Brisbane 
by Rob Sykes, 2004 

Monday Measuring - these occasions warrant occasional embarrassment by a skipper when 5mm has to 
come off the mast or centerboard. This was a most pleasant day for sailing – little did we know that this was 
almost the best of the regatta – and no sailing scheduled! 

Monday night was the welcome night. An informal affair marked by hello games and activities for the kids 
(both younger than 10 and younger than 100). The egg dropping competition went off well with many varied 
designs – most worked as tested by a 2m drop onto concrete without breaking. John Price compered the 
event and invoked much poetic licence when describing the subtleties of each design. This was followed by 
poster puzzles where some of the pieces of each puzzle were distributed to other tables. Bartering, 
bantering and downright thieving of pieces amongst much laughter was the order of the day. 

The invitation race was renamed the Cliff Scott Invitation Race in honour of Cliff’s work with Mirrors over the 
years. The original idea of sailing around Green Island was scuttled by the 15 to 20 knot NE winds – a 
theme that was to endure for the entire regatta. Instead 3 short races of the style and course of the 
Nationals were held. This change negated the Queensland advantage, having previously practised over the 
trapezium and the other interesting courses during their State titles a few weeks earlier. After racing, Mirror 
crews tucking into the 50c sausage (a feature repeated after each sailing day) was a sight to behold. The 
sizzle really hit the spot. 

Wednesday, Thursday and most of Friday were blown out due to very strong gradient winds combined with 
a sea breeze to rival the Perth "doctor" and some scorching hot weather. Most sensible people went to Wet 
and Wild or similar and cooled down in the water. Although it was a bit frustrating waiting for the racing to 
start, there was plenty of time for relaxing and catching up with the other crews. Isn’t it amazing at Mirror 
Nationals how although you may not have seen people for several years, it seems like yesterday the last 
time you spoke to them? 

The Friday lay day was cancelled due to lost sailing days. After much waiting around we held a meeting and 
decided after an almost unanimous vote to risk the slightly lower winds on Friday afternoon. The second 
decision almost caused mutiny amongst the crews - no sleep-in and a 9am start for the remainder of the 
regatta. Heats 1 and 2 were sailed in a screaming 20-25 knot southerly. Most thought it was pretty windy 
and had a few hairy moments, glad to finish without capsizing and the boat in one piece. Cookaburra III 
wasn’t so lucky. At one point the boat was turtled with the gaff in the mud, and her crew, who also happened 
to a competitive free diver, disappeared for over a minute trying to dig the gaff out of the mud, much to the 
consternation of the skipper and rescue boat personnel! To add insult to injury, most capsize victims had to 
suffer the indignity of globules of mud being thrown at them by the gaff after they got under way again! 
Each skipper had his or her own tussles, right down the fleet.  

What most do not know, is that the top of the fleet had problems too. Apparently particular Tasmanians 
sometimes have trouble telling their right from left, and the two Queensland boats nipped the Twit-of-the-
Day at the final turn as he rounded the mark the wrong way and had to unwind himself. He still finished a 
close third. This particular skipper then exonerated himself by winning the regatta!  

Saturday morning and the wind was decidedly lighter. On his daily inspection of the wind conditions from 
Darling Point, Graeme Moore was heard to question the validity of the weather reports we had received that 
morning. "Possibly Brisbane Airport may need to relocate their weather station away from the exhaust jet of 
that 747 (their report was over-optimistic by about a factor of ten!)”. 
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Heat 3 began in about 3 knots of wind that had been clocking left on the way out to the race area. The 
question was whether it was going to come back right again. Stealth, Vigilante 3, Foxy and Ozmosis sailed 
cleanly away from the start line, although Vigilante 3 was quite worried about having David on his lee bow. 
The fleet split fairly evenly left and right, with the leaders at the first mark coming from both corners. To the 
interstate visitors, the leaders were probably non-remarkable but to a staunch Oxley supporter, John Cook 
couldn’t help but notice 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 were from Oxley!! "I guess the flat water and light winds were not 
dissimilar to the river". Who was that Tasmanian boat back in about tenth anyway? Clearly this black boat 
was no competition for the Oxley sailors.  

Heat 4 had a fair wind shift just before the start. All the Mirrors at the pin ended up leading the race. Angie 
(crew, Vigilante 3) started howling like a wolf, promptly serenaded by a crescendo of other crews – until the 
cry came "Shut Up, I cannot concentrate". Tasmanian, David Moore sailed fast and smart to emerge in the 
lead soon after the windward mark. He continued the speed and tactics to win. The results sheet shows a 
close margin to Caroline Pitt in second place, followed closely by Daniel Kiel in Carpe Diem and then the 
yellow wisp, Wizard. We headed in for a one-hour lunch break with another four races scheduled for that 
afternoon. 

After lunch we sailed out to the race area with a beautiful 10-15 knot breeze from the North East. Pressure 
associated with a favourable wind shift came mainly from the left, but occasionally also from the right. 
David Moore got it right nearly every time and his skill steering through the chop and solid starting allowed 
him to get a good break on the field to avoid the blanketing influence of other boats on the downwind legs. 
As a result, first place in the afternoon races was quite uncontested, with David winning all four races by 
large margins (although he was black flagged in one of these races).  

However, the medium conditions evened things up for the rest of the field and an outgoing tide caught quite 
a few people unawares on the start line with several general recalls and several boats disqualified for 
premature starts. Once you got a bad start it was very hard to catch up. Overheard by John Cook in the 
shower re thumping into waves, I got a headache from concentrating when steering through the waves. 
Twit-of-the-day - how many of us hit far too many? 

Sunday began in a pleasant 5-10 knots of wind that gradually increased and shifted slightly left as the day 
progressed. The choppy water and lighter winds seemed to favour the fibreglass boats and both boats 
finished in the top five in every race. Caroline and John had a blinder, beating David in a race and not 
finishing worse than third to comfortably take out a series second. They always just seemed to slip in on the 
second last beat. The final race, John Cook got close enough to David to see how good he really was. John 
lead around the first lap and halfway up the second beat, but there was no room for error against someone 
like David. Vigilante occasionally hit a wave badly, and David would catch up another boat length. David 
didn’t hit any waves! We were happy to finish second in the last race with Vigilante V a close third. Wizard, 
Osmosis and Offside had mixed success on the final day and allowed Vigilante 3 to move up the leader 
board to third. A notable addition to the lead pack on the final day was Quentin and Alex Hunt in Fizz from 
Tasmania. They just seemed to get better every day of the regatta. It’s time that David stopped giving them 
tips! Twit-of-the-day, Rebecca talked her skipper Jack (Arrow) into dragging her behind the boat to see if 
she could sit up ski on the water towed by a Mirror. How could she doubt? 

The second last race was Mick’s personal triumph. He finally managed to get half the fleet to sail Port after 
passing the lee gate and half the fleet to sail Starboard! Mick sent us off on the last race with a W10, which 
caused some confusion, but really meant "Leave the port harbour entrance marker to port and progress 
directly to the showers. 

Presentation night was a tired affair; most crews had big eyes and fell asleep in vehicles on the way home. 
There were nice touches on the tables, model Mirrors with competitor numbers, correctly painted with the 
boat colours as per the entry form. A few skippers actually remembered to bring their hard boiled (and 
measured) eggs back for the prize draw. Overall the spirit of the Nationals and the close racing is best 
summarised by Mick Ralph’s closing comment – never before had he seen so many declarations of both 
720 and 360 penalties at a regatta! It also showed the success of the short races – there were always boats 
around you and if you really mucked up, there was a new start in about an hour. 
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What an enjoyable regatta! I thoroughly enjoyed the racing and the sailors and supporters were great 
company. Thanks to all the people who put in so much hard work to make the regatta happen. Geoff and 
Helen Conquer, Mick Ralph, the Bridge, the rescue fleet and a myriad of other people did a fantastic job for 
us sailors. Many thanks to John Cook and Jack Price for ideas, comments and text contained within the 
report, John Cook and Tonnie Turnbull for photographs, everyone for a great regatta. 
 

2004 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
 Stealth, David Moore & Stuart Grant, Tas 

 2
nd

 Vigilante V, Caroline Pitt & John Collova, WA 
 3

rd
 Vigilante 3, John Cook & Angela Vaughan, Qld 

Handicap Championship 1
st
 Cookaburra III, Katie Cook, Luke Elich, Ray Butler, Peter Russell, Qld 

Sub-Junior Championship Vasco 2, Liam Wilson & Lloyd Casey, WA 
Junior Championship Vigilante V, Caroline Pitt & John Collova, WA 
Ladies Championship Harmony, Kate Russell & Sarah Butler, ACT 
Veterans Championship Offside, Geoff & Tristan Brown, WA 
Masters Championship Panther, Marcus Randell & Lachlan Price, Qld 
Family Championship Fizz, Quentin & Alexander Hunt, Tas 
Harmony Championship Temeraire, Brett Buckley & Amanda Kennedy, Qld 
Cruiserweight Championship Ready, Robin & Lyndell Ford, NSW 
Siblings Championship Arrow, Jack & Rebecca Price, Qld 
Invitation Race Stealth, David Moore & Stuart Grant, Tas 
Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1

st
 Queensland 

 

2004 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
Place Sail Name Skipper Score R-1 R-2 R-3 R-4 R-5 R-6 R-7 R-8 R-9 R-10 R-11 R-12 R-13 

1 70117 Stealth David Moore 12 3 1 7 1 1 1 35 1 1 1 1 3 1 

2 70105 Vigilante V Caroline Pitt 24.4 5 4 4 2 2.4 35 1 5 2 3 2 1 3 

3 69832 Vigilante 3 John Cook 35 7 6 1 6 2 9 10 2 4 4 4 4 2 

4 45392 Ozmosis Lachlan Gibbs 36 1 3 2 5 35 2 4 6 3 8 18 2 12 

5 67839 Offside Geoff Brown 45 6 2 15 12 3 3 2 3 10 5 5 7 9 

6 67797 Wizard Andrew Turnbull 49 2 5 11 4 7 4 3 4 8 2 13 13 10 

7 70177 Fizz Quentin Hunt 69 8 7 14 13.5 8 6 7 8 7 6 7 9 5 

8 68678 Carpe Diem Daniel Keil 72 27 9 6 3 9 35 9 9 5 10.5 6 10 6 

9 67135 Reflections John Price 76 17 21 5 7 5 7 35 35 11 9 3 8 4 

10 67749 Sky III Geoff Wilson 94 4 11 8 20 4 15 12 12 18 7 14 16 7 

11 69193 Harmony Kate Russell 99 11 19 35 19 12 5 5 7 6 13 10 20.5 11 

12 69133 Black Adder Simon Carroll 101 16 8 35 8 6 13 35 15 16 12 9 6 8 

13 68186 Panther Marcus Randell 127.5 9 18 35 18 11 11.5 35 17 9 14 17 5 16 

14 69616 Steamed Up Stephen Locke 130.5 12 16 35 13.5 17 10 15 11 14 15 11 22 13 

15 70067 Vasco 2 Liam Wilson 144 15 25 35 23 13 16 11 10 15 18 12 19 15 

16 57885 Ready Robin Ford 147 14 15 35 16 28 14 17 18 17 17 8 15 14 

17 69358 Arrow Jack Price 150.5 18 35 12 21 16 18 8 13 23 10.5 22 14 20 

18 69161 Ded Ant Phill Stewart 159 10 22 35 17 15 22 6 16 12 25 15 25 24 

19 69963 Vigilante IV Troy Cunningham 159.5 13 14 16 22 21 11.5 18 19 13 16 23 18 25 

20 67162 Sea Kiss Andrew Keil 165 19 13 9 11 23 8 35 35 20 19 25 26 18 

21 35938 Foxy Rob Sykes 170.5 35 35 3 9 14 21 13 22 25 24 21 20.5 23 

22 46873 Temeraire Brett Buckley 175 35 12 17 15 18 19 19 27 22 20 19 17 19 

23 63713 Bluebottle Ian Gray 180 21 10 35 10 24 20 14 14 24 23 29 23 21 

24 63089 Black Magic Geoff Conquer 216 24 23 13 29 27 25 25 25 27 27 26 11 17 

25 68024 Tank Girl Mark Gibbs 224 25 24 10 24 20 23 22 21 30 30 35 27 28 

26 69293 Cookaburra III Kathryn Cook 224 35 35 35 33 22 27 24 26 21 21 16 12 22 

27 70170 B.i.r.d.s Bruce Lucas 237 20 20 35 26 26 30 16 24 26 29 24 28 27 

28 70192 Sea Joule Celia May 240 26 35 35 30 19 17 21 20 19 22 35 35 31 

29 68182 True Blew Michael Robinson 249 22 17 35 25 25 26 23 29 31 32 28 24 30 

30 65427 Safari II Vic Bateman 256 35 26 35 32 31 24 20 23 29 26 20 31 26 

31 68972 Woodstock Stephen Hart 273 23 27 35 28 29 28 27 28 28 28 27 29 29 

32 66865 Toolbox Eddie Kingswell 301 35 35 35 31 30 29 26 30 32 31 30 30 32 

33 57849 Blue Boy Craig Broadbent 342 35 35 35 27 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 

34 69613 SG 1 Bill Kingswell 350 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 35 
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Mick Ralph opening night madness the egg challenge for Nationals starters 

  
Mark Gibb egg chute critique by judge John Price competitors meeting Queensland style 

  
why are we waiting? too much wind!!!!!!!!!! 

  
Sailing on Moreton Bay at last! Cruiserweight Champions, Robin & Lyndell Ford 
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2005 MIRROR NATIONALS  39  
Sponsor: Gold Fields Mine Management, Royal Freshwater Bay Yacht Club, Perth 
reprinted from WA Mirror Images, March 2005 
 
We had a fantastic fleet of thirty eight Mirrors for this year’s National Championship. It was held here in 
Perth on the Swan River. It was pleasing to see a good contingent of east coast sailors who made their way 
across the Nullarbor for the event. Sailing conditions were varied ranging from drifters to strong winds. 

The event was hosted by Royal Freshwater Bay Yacht Club in association with our local Mirror Association. 
The event was financed by a number of sponsors whose support was very much appreciated. The major 
sponsors were miners Gold Fields Mine Management. Drilling contractors Grimwood Davies and the Buxton 
Family also strongly financially supported the event along with David Craig (the crew of Black Adder), Steve 
Walker Sails, Sail Power and Boating Hardware.  

A lot of tension built up before measurement but it went well with very few hick-ups. The issue of boats built 
prior to International status and the YA register was a worry before the event but caused no problems on the 
day. Socially the Nationals are always a great success. The fantastic hosting of last years Nationals by the 
Banana Benders was a big challenge for the Sand Gropers. Copying the Queensland model, the Welcome 
Night was held at the Mosman Park Bowls Club. What a club. It has fantastic views along the river looking 
out over the houses of the rich and sometimes infamous. Cheap drinks too! After a game of bowls with 
much hilarity it was inside for speeches, food and a tower building contest. Considering the towers were built 
from newspaper they were imposing structures. Well those that stood up were. 

And then there was the Cliff Scott Invitation Race. While the morning was reasonably calm the “Fremantle 
Doctor” was in by the time the afternoon race commenced. There were some fantastic scenes as high speed 
Mirrors zipped across the river. The Western Australians enjoyed the strong conditions taking eight of the 
top ten places. Nick Davis and John Collova in Vigilante VII put in a terrific performance to win the race 
ahead of Geoff and Tristan Brown in No Chance. The young ladies, Caroline Pitt and Katelyn Farwell from 
Hillary’s sailing Taking Off, revelled in the strong conditions and came in third. Tasmanian veteran Mark 
Barrington and his young crew William Maher sailed Kamikaze II extremely well considering their light 
weight, coming in fourth. 

Nick and John decided not to contest the planned Invitation Race two, but to conserve their energy for the 
main event. So in they went. Then most of the fleet started to follow them. Well, except for Simon and 
Greta Carroll in Black Adder who couldn’t resist the fun of racing a long way up river at great speed under 
spinnaker. The wind started to abate a little but with only five boats remaining on the water the Race Officer 
decided to abandon the second race. Much to their surprise Nick and John ended up with the Cliff Scott 
Invitation Trophy. 

Day one of the championship and no sign of yesterday afternoon’s heavy conditions. Now Albany sailors 
Geoff and Tristan Brown say that they are not light weather sailors but they pulled off a first place straight up 
in No Chance with the Tasmanians in Kamikaze II close behind. Race two and it was Kamikaze II first and 
Vigilante VII second. This set the scene for the rest of the regatta with one of these three boats taking first 
place in all but one heat. The afternoon races were in stronger conditions with Vigilante VII coming in first 
each time. Steven Locke and Lois Pickering in Steamed Up showed their form in the afternoon with a 
second and third. 

Day two and it was New Year’s Eve. The morning started well for Nick and John who took a first place only 
to be protested out of the next race. The Tasmanians, Mark and William, showed their expertise under the 
milder conditions with two seconds and two firsts for the day. This put them into first place overall. The three 
way tussle between the top three boats, Kamikaze II, Vigilante VII and No Chance was hotting up and would 
continue until the last race of the Championship. Queenslanders Andrew Turnbull and crew Tom Wilson 
showed their ability with a low score, moving them to second in the Junior Championship behind Steamed 
Up. It was then off to the New Years party although most sailors were very tired and had trouble reaching 
the midnight hour. 

Two days off to recover and back to sailing on Monday morning. Wind conditions were a lot stronger suiting 
the Albany sailors. Paul and Lawson Taylor in Quick Step II showed their ability with three fourths and a 
fifth. Geoff and Tristan had a one, two, three and thirty nine due to a protest. The young ladies from Hillary’s 
in Taking Off had a good day gaining a strong hold on the Ladies Trophy. It was becoming apparent that 
Fremantle sailors Leon Poutsma and Marcel La Macchia were are force to be reckoned with. They had just 
borrowed a Mirror to contest the event for something to do in their school holidays. Didn’t they do it well!  

Day four and there was great excitement because all the leading boats knew they were so close on points it 
could go down to the last race. There was no room for a really bad race. However there was very little 
breeze for the first race of the day and as the race progressed the breeze declined. Geoff and Tristan in No 
Chance who claim to not be able to sail in light conditions came in first just ahead of Mark Barrington in 
Kamikaze II. However, even though the race was shortened, only fourteen boats managed to finish. A crowd 
of boats sat at the finishing line with minutes to go but no wind.  
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In the afternoon the race officer John McQueen managed to get the courses right and allow for three races 
to finish the regatta with the maximum of sixteen races completed. Geoff and Tristan had an excellent day 
scoring only eight points. But this great performance was not enough to clinch the regatta. They came in six 
points behind Nick and John in Vigilante VII and one point ahead to Mark and William in Kamikaze II. 

It was interesting to note just how well the top five boats were prepared for the event. Their equipment was 
in great order and sails beautifully tuned. The key to winning is good sailing and picking the right part of the 
course but equipment helps. 
 

 
 

2005 Mirror Nationals – Mark Barrington 
Knowing how strong the “Fremantle Doctor” is on the Swan River I sailed with a bendy gaff that I had made 
after being blown off the water in the Perth nationals in 1986. Despite having the main almost literally flat 
from gaff bend and lots of vang, in the strong stuff I still had to flatten out the foot a lot (just touching the 
boom) and let go the vang completely in the stronger gusts. I also found that it was necessary, if I was to 
stay with Vigilante VII and No Chance, to move the tack back 80-100mm to further flatten the belly of the 
main. This I usually did prior to each start when the "Doctor" was in.  

The "Doctor" was probably 30+kts but the short fetch made the wind on the water look like only 20kts. 
Young Will Maher had to quickly develop his muscles to keep hiking harder and longer than ever before. 
With an all up crew weight of only 92kg we were both working very hard, and getting very tired. The course 
was on a bend in the river with the channel towards the inside of the bend (left side in a seabreeze). Since 
the "Doctor" was usually, but not always strongest near the channel it was often difficult to choose whether 
or not to go left again, with some big gains sometimes being made up the middle or right. Even knowing the 
tides didn't seem to help, and I relied on watching the large and sustained gusts coming down the course, 
and watching for shifts on the compass. 

There were four races a day and the last two each day were usually in the "Doctor". Each race was only two 
laps maximum though the windward leg was a good distance. Our spinnaker foul-up in the last race was on 
the first gybe in the strongest wind of the series, with Kamikaze II up with the leaders in third spot. 
Conditions were pretty wild and not conducive to a quick untangling so after losing several places Will and I 
agreed to stow the kite and try to minimise any further losses downwind. We did well to claw our way back 
to sixth, not having any speed advantage under those conditions.  
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Despite the disappointment of losing first and the Veterans Trophy, we still enjoyed a well run regatta, and 
managed to keep out of the protest room, unlike the first and second place getters. My thanks to Bruce 
Maher for his part in the Kamikaze II team effort, and congratulations to young Will Maher for an excellent 
performance. A highlight of the trip for me was the fun of travelling back across the Nullarbor with Bruce and 
Will. 
 

2005 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
 Vigilante VII, Nick Davis & John Collova, WA 

 2
nd

 No Chance, Geoff & Tristan Brown, WA 
 3

rd
 Kamikaze II, Mark Barrington & William Maher, Tas 

Division Championship Silver Black Adder, Simon & Greta Carroll, WA 
 Bronze Black Magic, Tom & Mike Mears, WA 
Sub-Junior Championship Fast Forward, Leon Poutsma & Marcel La Macchia, WA 
Junior Championship Steamed Up, Stephen Locke & Lois Pickering, WA 
Ladies Championship Taking Off, Caroline Pitt & Katelyn Farwell, WA 
Veterans Championship  No Chance, Geoff & Tristan Brown, WA 
Masters Championship Sea Joule, Celia May & Julie Holmes, NSW 
Family Championship Quick Step II, Paul & Lawson Taylor, WA 
Cruiserweight Championship Ded Ant, Phil & Cara Stewart, NSW 
Invitation Race Vigilante VII, Nick Davis & John Collova, WA 
Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1

st
 Western Australia 

 

2005 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 

Place Sail Boat Skipper Score 
R  
1 

R 
2 

R  
3 

R  
4 

R  
5 

R  
6 

R  
7 

R  
8 

R  
9 

R 
10 

R 
11  

R 
12 

R 
13 

R 
14 

R 
15 

R 
16 

1 70342 VigilanteVII N Davis 21 3 2 1 1 1 39 1 5 1 1 1 2 7 3 2 2 

2 70065 No Chance G Brown 27 1 11 3 2 10 2 3 2 3 39 2 1 1 2 4 1 

3 70063 Kamikaze II M Barrington 28 2 1 7 9 2 1 2 1 2 2 5 4 2 1 3 6 

4 70064 Quick Step II P Taylor 68 13 10 6 7 7 4 7 4 4 4 4 5 39 5 1 39 

5 69763 Taking Off C Pitt 72 10 5 8 10 3 6 10 9 5 3 6 9 3 4 8 3 

6 69536 Fast Forward L Poutsma 88 6 3 5 17 4 11 11 10 9 5 7 6 14 9 9 4 

7 69616 Steamed Up S Locke 99 9 15 2 3 6 15 5 3 18 6 22 13 39 8 6 8 

8 67797 Wizard A Turnbull 108 4 4 9 18 5 5 9 8 10 8 10 39 8 10 39 25 

9 69843 Reflections I H Plug 109 14 12 10 4 14 25 4 6 7 19 12 3 11 6 11 9 

10 69274 Special Effects D Craig 119 20 8 4 10 11 13 6 7 13 13 3 16 39 12 12 7 

11 67135 Reflections J Price 125 5 9 11 25 9 19 8 15 8 9 14 19 9 11 5 12 

12 69133 Black Adder S Carroll 155 11 13 39 16 15 7 14 11 12 10 8 18 39 13 13 10 

13 70067 Vasco 2 L Wilson 175 8 20 17 5 12 23 12 20 11 7 16 28 10 18 24 19 

14 69161 Ded Ant P Stewart 175 28 7 14 14 19 3 21 24 23 23 11 7 5 21 17 13 

15 69550 Ridgie Didge T Keay 180 23 16 12 26 20 22 16 12 19 20 18 12 4 7 10 14 

16 69358 Arrow J Price 182.4 15 6 39 13 28 26 23 19 6 9 18 11 6 23 7 39 

17 69553 Reflections K Packer 190 7 21 19 6 8 12 17 16 25 15 27 26 39 14 15 15 

18 70093 Soarer G Wilson 198 17 14 16 20 16 8 13 25 17 12 21 21 13 22 14 17 

19 67839 Offside L Spaanderman 210 25 18 18 8 22 24 20 14 14 16 9 8 39 16 23 39 

20 67835 Black Magic T Mears 232 39 22 13 39 25 21 39 13 22 11 13 10 39 19 19 5 

21 35938 Foxy R Sykes 237 16 19 21 22 17 10 15 27 15 14 15 20 39 29 26 27 

22 68833 Spectrum C MacMillan 243 22 26 20 23 18 14 18 18 16 18 20 39 39 24 21 11 

23 69162 Rear View A Simpson 244 12 23 24 12 13 31 25 26 21 17 29 22 39 15 16 18 

24 68968 Sirocco K Short 270 27 27 25 15 26 17 19 17 26 29 17 14 39 25 28 16 

25 70192 Sea Joule C May 277 26 30 15 24 21 9 28 21 24 22 19 15 39 36 30 23 

26 57792 Cobra D Miller 303 35 37 32 21 30 16 26 22 35 24 23 17 39 17 18 22 

27 69291 Redback L Darby 326 24 17 26 39 24 33 27 29 29 27 31 24 39 27 20 21 

28 69359 Ultra Violet R Thornton 338 19 24 28 29 27 29 33 30 30 21 25 27 39 26 27 26 

29 69761 All That Jazz L Nicholson 345 21 29 31 19 32 28 24 28 32 25 39 39 39 30 22 24 

30 65378 Buzzin K Wearn 347 29 31 23 31 31 27 22 23 34 30 26 29 39 28 25 20 

31 67833 Gold Seeker D Gellatly 368 33 33 27 33 29 34 32 32 20 31 30 23 39 20 29 29 

32 69629 LeadingEdge III I Clarke 373 18 28 22 28 23 18 29 36 28 26 39 39 39 39 39 39 

33 63089 Black Magic G Conquer 375 31 32 29 30 37 35 34 33 33 34 24 25 12 33 31 28 

34 69317 Windjammer B Nicholson 390 32 34 33 32 33 20 30 34 27 28 28 39 39 31 32 30 

35 67555 Impulse K Spaanderman 431 37 36 34 39 36 30 31 31 36 32 39 30 39 34 33 31 

36 45843 Bad Hair Day D Robertshaw 444 34 35 35 39 34 32 36 37 31 33 39 39 39 32 34 32 

37 67130 Oxymoron R Henderson 467 36 38 39 39 35 36 35 35 37 35 32 39 39 35 35 39 

38 69551 Arrack Attack D Ewan 475 30 25 30 39 39 39 39 39 39 39 39 39 39 39 39 39 
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2006 MIRROR NATIONALS  40  

Sponsor: Bing Lee, Canberra Yacht Club, Canberra 
by Peter Russell, 2006 
 
Lachlan Gilbert, sailing with son Paddy in his first Mirror event won the 2006 Bing Lee Australian Mirror 
Championship from class legends Mark Barrington and David Graney. Sailing a borrowed boat Lachlan was 
able to take advantage of Lake Burley Griffin’s challenges to score a string of ones and twos just beating the 
fast Mark Barrington by half a point. Conducted by the Canberra Yacht Club on Lake Burley Griffin this was 
a highly competitive and enjoyable championship with world champions mixing with young beginners in true 
Mirror style. Sponsors Bing Lee, ACT Dinghy Services, Zhik, Steve Walker Sails and Heart Small Boats all 
contributed to making the event a success. 
 
The Cliff Scott Invitation Race set the scene with gusty NW conditions and a see-saw battle between 
Lachlan and Mark. After swapping the lead as the wind shifted left then right Lachlan jumped on the plane to 
pass Mark on the second triangle to win with Junior Champion Andrew Turnbull a creditable third. 
 
Race 1 saw some Queensland magic with Andrew Turnbull winning after Rebecca Price was first at the top 
mark. A capsize by Lachlan Gilbert left Mark Barrington and David Graney vying for the lead only to be 
passed on the last reach by Andrew Turnbull in Wizard. Lachlan Gilbert recovered with a one minute win 
from David Graney in race 2, this time leaving Mark Barrington to draw with Andrew Turnbull. Mark 
Barrington grabbed the lead on leg 2 from David Graney to win race 3 with Lachlan Gilbert moving through 
the fleet to finish third. Supporters were entertained on shore during day 1 with tea and scones by Ellen and 
Kate Russell. 
 
Steve Leicester led the fleet at the top mark in race 4 but David Graney gained the lead as the wind shifted 
right to be followed to the finish by Lachlan Gilbert. Race 5 was won by Lachlan Gilbert narrowly from Rick 
Longbottom followed by Andrew Turnbull leading the Queensland charge. The challenging sailing conditions 
caught both Tasmanians Mark Barrington and David Graney on the left of a north shift. Class stalwart Celia 
May was delighted to beat Mark Barrington for the first time by 10 seconds on a dying reach to the finish. 
Race 6 tightened Lachlan Gilbert’s grip on the championship with another one minute win from Mark 
Barrington. Lachlan was 150m ahead at the top mark on leg 1 after sailing the right hand side in variable 
winds, Jenny and David Graney battled together after Mark Barrington charged from seventh to second on 
leg 2. The Thoth cricket match was won by the ACT in a tumble of wickets, runs and lost balls with Ellen and 
Kate Russell providing a gourmet BBQ dinner for nearly 100 sailors and supporters. 
 
Light winds saw a tense battle in race 7 with Lachlan Gilbert the early leader after following the pressure up 
the middle then right only to be caught by Mark Barrington at the top mark and win by 3 seconds with David 
Graney a close third totally eclipsing the fleet. It was starting to be Mark Barrington’s day when he won race 
8 in a close procession from Lachlan Gilbert and David Graney. Lachlan closed the gap on Mark but was 
denied a windward lane on the last reach leaving Mark in control to another tight finish with a 5 second 
margin. LBG provided a challenge in Race 9 with the wind dropping to 1-3 knots leaving Lachlan Gilbert and 
Mark Barrington struggling and ACT sailor Rick Longbottom the winner from Jenny Graney 2 seconds ahead 
of David Graney. 
 
Mark Barrington led from Jack Price at the end of leg 1 in Race 10 but the wind switched to the east at 15 
knots upturning the fleet and bringing Lachlan Gilbert up to challenge Mark Barrington. Mark won the race 
but with Lachlan second it wasn’t enough to deny him the championship by ½ a point. The class of these 
two great sailors was evident with both finishing 2 minutes ahead of the fleet. 
 
Mirror sailors were reminded at the Presentation Dinner of the 40 year history of Mirror sailing in Australia 
by guests Tina, Andrew and Penelope Jaffray - the children of Bill Jaffray who won the first Canberra 
Nationals in 1970. Peter Russell was the inaugural recipient of the Bill Jaffray Memorial Trophy for services 
to the International Mirror Class. The silverware was presented to the winners and the ACT Team stood 
victorious on the stage to finish a great championship. 
 
A small but highly competitive fleet, young children learning, challenging conditions and enjoyable 
socialising made the 2006 Bing Lee Australian Mirror Championships a great event. 
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2006 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
 Harmony, Lachlan & Paddy Gilbert, NSW 

 2
nd

 Kamikaze II, Mark Barrington & Hugh Gallagher, Tas 
 3

rd
 Ded-Ant, David Graney & Cameron Tyrell, Tas 

Handicap 1
st
 Carpe Diem, Jenny Graney & Daniel Parry, Tas 

 2
nd

 Arrow, Jack & Megan Price, Qld 
 3

rd
 Osmosis, Rebecca Price & Sally Robinson, Qld 

Sub-Junior Championship Black Adder, Greta & Simon Carroll, WA 
Junior Championship Wizard, Andrew Turnbull & Tom Wilson, Qld 
Ladies Championship Carpe Diem, Jenny Graney & Daniel Parry, Tas 
Veterans Championship Kamikaze II, Mark Barrington & Hugh Gallagher, Tas 
Masters Championship Sea Joule, Celia May & Thorsten Hupfauf, NSW 
Family Championship Fria II, Rick & Carmen Longbottom, ACT 
Harmony Championship Reflections, John & Elizabeth Price, Old 
Cruiserweight Championship Octopussy, Nicholas Faulks & Alessia Santasrossa, ACT 
Invitation Race  Harmony, Lachlan & Paddy Gilbert, NSW 
Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1. ACT, 291; 2, Qld, 355.5; 3, Tas, 358.51; 4, WA, 588; 5, NSW, 617 
 

2006 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
Place Sail Boat Skipper Crew Score R-10 R-9 R-8 R-7 R-6 R-5 R-4 R-3 R-2 R-1 

1 69193 Harmony Lachlan Gilbert VF Paddy Gilbert 14 2 [4] 2 2 1 1 2 3 1 [25F] 

2 70063 Kamikaze II Mark Barrington-V Hugh Gallagher 14.5 1 [7] 1 1 2 [9] 3 1 3.5 2 

3 69161 Ded-Ant David Graney V Cameron Tyrell 21 [6] 3 4 3 3 [7] 1 2 2 3 

4 67797 Wizard Andrew Turnbull-J Tom Watson 30.5 4 5 3 [8] 7 3 [7] 4 3.5 1 

5 68670 Fria II Rick Longbottom-VF Carmen Longbottom 36 8 1 [11] 4 [8] 2 4 6 5 6 

6 68678 Carpe Diem Jenny Graney-LV Daniel Parry 45 3 2 12 5 4 6 [12] [13] 9 4 

7 69358 Arrow Jack Price-J Megan Price 50 5 10 6 [14] 5 [10] 6 5 6 7 

8 43292 Wings Steve Leicester-F Marlon Leicester 66 9 6 13 [17] 6 4 5 11 [15] 12 

9 69133 Black Adder Greta Carroll--SJLF Simon Carroll 81 11 11 9 9 [12] 11 10 10 10 [16] 

10 45392 Ozmosis Rebecca Price-SJL Sally Robinson 82 13 12 5 12 9 [18] 8 14 [17] 9 

11 67135 Reflections John Price Elizabeth Musgrove 84 7 14 10 13 16 5 [17] [25F] 14 5 

12 57924 Octopussy Nicholas Faulks-C Alessia Santasrossa 84 10 [15] 7 10 10 14 [20] 7 12 14 

13 67839 Offside Jack Spaanderman-CF Bevan Spaanderman 91 15 [19] 14 11 15 [15] 13 8 7 8 

14 68044 More Rhubarb Andrew Forster Daniel Woolley 91 12 9 8 7 11 17 11 [25O] 16 [17] 

15 70192 Sea Joule Celia May-LVN Thorsten Hupfauf 97 [17] [18] 16 6 13 8 16 12 13 13 

16 70180 Guppy Too Stephen Foster-VC Tara Foster 103 14 [20] 15 [16] 14 13 9 15 8 15 

17 68182 True Blew Michael Robinson-C Lachlan Barnes 109 18 13 18 15 [21] 12 14 9 [25F] 10 

18 70170 Birds Chris Eddes-SJ Adrian Muller 131 19 8 17 18 [19] 16 [22] 17 18 18 

19 67555 Impulse Kellie-Jane Spaander Emma Spaanderman 138 22 17 21 22 18 [22] [23] 16 11 11 

20 69613 SG1 William Kingswell-F Alex Kingswell 148 16 [23] 20 19 17 20 19 18 [25F] 19 

21 41890 Wednesday Jamie Cottee-SJ Richard Blessing 157 20 [22] 19 20 [25.O] 21 18 19 20 20 

22 69197 Prime Time Nathan Reynolds-F Warren Reynolds 159 21 [24] 22 21 20 [23] 15 20 19 21 

23 5792 
Red Hot Chilli 
Pepper 

James Reynolds-SJ Jacob Webster 173 23 16 25F 24 22 19 21 [25F] [25S] 23 

24 89 Hunca Munca Jacinta Klein-SJL Nicholas Klein 184 24 21 23 23 23 24 24 [25F] [25F] 22 
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Official Measurer Graeme Dennett checking boats Race Committee planning the days events 

  
Scones for supporters Race 1 reach to the flag  

  
Race 2 Lachlan Gilbert on top Graney racing team 

  
Gilbert reaches battle with Barrington James Reynolds and Jacob Webster enjoying sailing 
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Ashes cricket on the CYC pitch Ellen & Kate Russell feeding the Mirror fleet 2006 

  
Capital harmony Wizard ride 

  
Sub-junior champions Greta and Simon Carroll, WA Junior champions Andrew Turnbull & Tom Wilson, Qld 
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Ladies champions Jenny Graney & Daniel Parry, Tas Harmony champions John and Elizabeth Price, Qld 

  
Veteran champions Mark Barrington Norm Deane Masters champions Celia May 
and Hugh Gallagher, ACT and Thorsten Hupfauf, NSW 

  
Frank Buxton Family champions Rick Cruiserweight champions Nicholas Faulks 
and Carmen Longbottom, ACT and Alessia Santasrossa, ACT 
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Race Officer Paul Fitzwarryne in charge The end, 1 - Gilbert, 2 Barrington, 3 – Graney 

  
ACT wins teams trophy for 2nd time Peter Russell recognised for supporting the Mirror  
 Class with the inaugural award of the Jaffray Trophy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Harmony, Lachlan & Paddy Gilbert (ACT) 
2006 Australian Mirror Champions 
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2007 MIRROR NATIONALS  41  
Royal Yacht Club of Victoria, Melbourne 
reprinted from Australian Sailing, April 2007; results & photos reprinted from RYCV 2007 
 
With a team of nine Australian boats at the World titles in South Africa, a smaller than usual fleet gathered 
in Melbourne for the 41

st
 Australian Mirror Championship hosted by the Royal Yacht Club of Victoria, but the 

competition was top class.  
 
Lighter conditions in the 10-18kt range in the first three races gave Mark Barrington from Tasmania in 
Kamikaze II a win in the first two heats, but Lachlan Gilbert and his son Paddy from NSW were sorting out 
their brand new boat Stanley Crocodile and fought back from day three. 
 
Young sailors Andrew Turnbull (aged 19) from Queensland sailing SGJ and Jessie Atherton (16) from 
Tasmania in Kamikaze (who began her sailing career as Mark Barrington's crew) fought it out with close 
racing in windy, shifty conditions as the week went on. Both skippers nominated efficient crew work as 
significant in their success. Andrew's fitness and his experience of five previous Nationals gave him his best 
result yet with wins in heat 7 and the 30kt-plus heat 10.  

 
With four of the top eight places, the Tasmanians easily took out the Canberra Times Teams Trophy for the 
best State team.  
 
But it was Stanley Crocodile that was the star attraction in the boat park and on the water. Believing the 
Mirror was the best way to introduce his three children to sailing, Lachlan Gilbert built the boat over the 
winter, after winning the previous Nationals with his oldest son Paddy in a borrowed boat. Finished only 
days before the regatta and fitted with an alloy mast and the new bermudan rig Stanley Crocodile was 
definitely a work in progress. That the boat was fast is unquestionable but it was Lachlan's superb 
seamanship that gave him and Paddy first place in five heats and the National title.  

 
The Royal Yacht Club of Victoria provided wonderful facilities, grass for the kid's endless cricket match, and 
superb race officials.  
 

The 41
st
 Australian Mirror Championship was held at Royals from the 1

st
 to 6

th
 January 2007. 

 

Congratulations to Stanley Crocodile on defending their championship. 



 Page 288 

 
Port Phillip Bay Mirrors, reprinted from WA Mirror Images, March 2007 
 

2007 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
 Stanley Crocodile, Lachlan & Alice Gilbert, NSW  

 2
nd

 Kamikaze II, Mark Barrington & Seb Spinks, Tas 
 3

rd
 SG1, Andrew Turnbull & Thomas Wilson, Qld 

Division Championship  no championship 
Sub-Junior Championship Rethoth, Rhys Witt & Andrew Reid, Tas 
Junior Championship Kamikaze, Jessie Atherton & Katherine Maher, Tas 
Ladies Championship Reflections, Rebecca Price & Shelly Robinson, Qld 
Veterans Championship Kamikaze II, Mark Barrington & Seb Spinks, Tas 
Masters Championship Sea Joule, Celia May & Julia Baird, NSW 
Family Championship Menace, Andrew & Fraser Sutherland, Vic 
Cruiserweight Championship Guppy Too, Stephen & Tara Foster, NSW 
Invitation Race Kamikaze II, Mark Barrington & Seb Spinks, Tas 
Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1

st
 Tasmania 

 

2007 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 

Sail Name Skipper R-1 R-2 R-3 R-4 R-5 R-6 R-7 R-8 R-9 R-10 Score Place 

70454 Stanley Crocodile Lachlan Gilbert 2 3 1 1 1 1 [4] 1 2 [20] 12 1 

70063 Kamikaze II Mark Barrington 1 1 4 2 4 [8] 2 2 1 [6] 17 2 

69613 SG1 Andrew Turnbull 3 [7] 2 5 2 [7] 1 3 5 1 22 3 

69196 Kamikaze Jessie Atherton 4 2 [6] 4 3 2 [7] 4 3 5 27 4 

70144 Menace Andrew Sutherland [7] 5 3 3 5 6 6 6 4 [20] 38 5 

68672 Rethoth Rhys Witt 8 6 5 7 [13] 3 [9] 5 6 2 42 6 

68678 Carpe Diem Quentin Hunt 6 [20] 7 6 [12] 11 3 7 9 3 52 7 

70170 Jukebox Greg Field 5 4 8 [11] 6 10 8 10 7 [20] 58 8 

67135 Reflections Rebecca Price 12 10 [13] [13] 7 9 5 11 8 7 69 9 

69358 Arrow Jack Price 9 13 9 12 8 5 12 8 [20] [20] 76 10 

69359 Ultra Violet Rik Thornton 11 9 11 8 [19] 4 10 15 [15] 9 77 11 

70180 Guppy Too Stephen Foster 14 [20] [16] 14 10 14 11 9 10 4 86 12 

70169 Woody Carl Sparre 15 11 12 [16] 11 [16] 15 12 13 8 97 13 

70067 Vivace Alex Thompson 10 12 15 10 15 12 [18] 17 11 [20] 102 14 

70177 Fizz Alexander Hunt 16 15 10 9 16 [17] 16 13 12 [20] 107 15 

69628 Rear View Grant Atherton [18] 14 14 17 9 15 13 16 14 [20] 112 16 

70068 Vasco III Tom Henderson 17 8 18 15 14 18 14 14 [18] [20] 118 17 

70192 Sea Joule Celia May 13 17 19 18 17 13 17 [20] 17 [20] 131 18 

69199 Zoe Maree Fitzpatrick 19 16 17 19 18 19 19 [20] 16 [20] 143 19 
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2008 MIRROR NATIONALS  42  
Sponsor: Fruit Property, Montrose Bay Yacht Club, Hobart 
reprinted from MCAT, 2008 
 
Saturday, 29th December 
The Cliff Scott Invitation Race and heat 1 were sailed in a pleasant south easterly breeze of 10 to 15 knots 
with gusts up to 18 knots. Western Australians, Paul Taylor and son Austin sailing Xcel-Erate were 
successful in taking line honours in the Invitation Race followed by Tasmanians Jessie Atherton and 
Katherine Maher in Kamikaze. 
 
The first official heat of the series saw another Kamikaze lead the fleet. Mark Barrington and Earle Westbury 
sailing Kamikaze II took a strong lead to win heat one. Second place went to NSW boat Stanley Crocodile, 
helmed by Lachlan Gilbert and daughter Alice. The good mix of place getters in today's heats showed 
promise of an interesting series of close racing ahead for the remainder of the heats. 
 
Sunday, 30th December 
Heats 2 and 3 were completed under 10 to 15 knot south westerly breezes. In heat 2, Tasmanian Mirror 
Class Association President - Roger Orr was off to a flying start in All Fired Up to have a handy lead by the 
end of the first beat. Jessie Atherton and Katherine Maher in Kamikaze however went on to take line 
honours in heat 2, followed by Paul and Austin Taylor in Xcel-Erate for second and then Mark Barrington 
and Earle Westbury in Kamikaze II coming in third.  
 
Heat 3 allowed Jessie and Katherine to once again demonstrate good tactics and crew work to take line 
honours for the second time in the day's racing. Second place went to Lachlan and Alice Gilbert in Stanley 
Crocodile, and third to Roger Orr and Max Davey in All Fired Up. The pleasant conditions saw some close 
racing with only a difference of 7 minutes in elapsed time between the whole fleet. All three heats have 
been completed by all with no retirements or disqualifications.  
 
Monday, 31 December 
Heats 4 and 5 were scheduled to be sailed prior to the New Year with a forecast of warm weather and strong 
to gusty northerly winds forecast by the met bureau. The prediction of warm weather proved to be correct; 
however the forecast winds did not arrive, much to the frustration of competitors and the Race Committee. 
After postponing the race for a period of time, the fleet eventually commenced heat 4 in a northerly breeze 
of less than 5 knots. After the race got underway, the breeze began to drop once more. This saw the fleet 
split into two main groups. Those that were stranded just short of the first mark and those that managed to 
get around the first mark and complete the first three legs. The race was eventually abandoned due to a 
lack of wind.  
 
Wednesday, 2 January 
Sailing resumed after yesterday’s lay day that saw in the New Year. The arrival of an early 15 knot sea 
breeze enabled racing to start on time without any delays. One notable absence from the day's sailing was 
Mark Barrington and Earle Westbury in Kamikaze II. Mark had to attend to a prior engagement today - his 
daughter's wedding. On the water, close racing was the order of the day. Heat 4 saw the first three places 
taken by parent/child combinations. Coming in first was Paul and Austin Taylor in Xcel-Erate. Second place 
was Fizz sailed by Quentin and Robert Hunt, while third was Lachlan and Alice Gilbert in Stanley Crocodile. 
 
Heat 5 saw the Taylors in Xcel-Erate take line honours, while the Gilberts were up there once again with 
Stanley Crocodile. Third place was Kamikaze helmed by Jessie Atherton and Katherine Maher. 
 
Heat 6 rounded out a good day’s sailing for Stanley Crocodile who also took out first place for the final race 
of the day. Following with a close second were Michael Brown and Josh Davis in Inside Edge, and Kamikaze 
again coming in third place.  
 
Thursday, 3 January 
Another 3 races were completed with 10 knot south-easterly breeze that shifted to the southwest as the 
afternoon wore on. The day was free of protests and major collisions. With 9 races completed, two discards 
are now allowed. Heat 7 saw Kamikaze once again take line honours, second was Stanley Crocodile, and 
third was Carpe Diem sailed by Jenny Graney and Daniel McAully.  
 
Heat 8 was won by Excel-Erate. Mark Barrington who was back on the water today took second place in 
Kamikaze II and third place was awarded to Stanley Crocodile.  
 
The final race for the day (heat 9) saw the young ladies in Kamikaze win their second heat for the day. 
Second place was Kamikaze II and third was Stanley Crocodile.  
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Friday, 4 January 
The final heat commenced on schedule under a light northerly breeze of less than 5 knots. Close racing was 
experienced under the light conditions, with the positions of boats changing numerous times. A drop in the 
breeze saw the fleet spread over a wider area, and the course was eventually shortened to finish at the end 
of the sixth leg. The two Kamikazes again took out first and second place. First place was awarded to Jessie 
Atherton and Katherine Maher in Kamikaze, while Mark Barrington and Earle Westbury followed in 
Kamikaze II. Coming in third place were Quentin Hunt and son Robert in Fizz. 
 
The results of the final race saw the completion of a successful campaign by Jessie Atherton and Katherine 
Maher in Kamikaze. Not only have they been successful in winning the overall National title, but they have 
also demonstrated to all their talent as junior sailors. It has been acknowledged that Jessie and Katherine 
are the first ladies in the 42 year history of the Mirror Nationals to take out the overall championship. 
Congratulations and well done to both Jessie and Katherine!  
 
Second place in the overall championship went to Stanley Crocodile which was sailed by Lachlan Gilbert 
and daughter Alice. Lachlan and Alice also took out the Family Trophy for the highest placed parent/child 
combination in the Nationals Regatta. Third place was awarded to another parent/child combination of Paul 
and Austin Taylor in Excel-Erate. Paul was also successful in winning the Veterans Trophy.  
 
The 42

nd
 Mirror Nationals have proven to be a successful and enjoyable event for all those who competed. 

This has only been made possible by the assistance of many people who have contributed in many different 
ways to ensure that all ran smoothly. Our sincere thanks must firstly be extended to our principle sponsor 
Fruit Property along with all of our other sponsors whose generous contributions have made this event 
possible.  
 
There was also a small army of volunteers performing a number of roles throughout the series. Such roles 
included performing the PRO function, the manning of rescue boats, feeding the hungry sailor through the 
canteen operations, organising the catering for after sailing function, recording and publishing of race 
results, conducting measurement and registration before the start of the event..... the list goes on. In order 
to avoid missing out any of our dedicated workers, individuals will not be named. However our heart felt 
thanks is extended to all, and is very much appreciated. THANK YOU! 
 

 
Jessie Atherton (69196) battles for the championship with Lachlan Gilbert (70454) 

http://www.mirrortas.org.au/2008%20Nats/Sponsors.html
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Champion, Jessie Atherton & Katherine Maher, Tas Family Champion, Lachlan & Alice Gilbert, NSW 

  
Veteran Champion, Paul & Austin Taylor, WA Sub-Junior Champion, Tara Foster & Paddy Gilbert, NSW 

  
Junior Champion, Alex Hunt & David McAully, Tas Ladies Champion, Jenny Graney & Daniel McAully, Tas 

  
Masters Champion, Roger Orr & Max Davey, Tas Siblings Champion, Rebecca & Megan Price, Qld 
(Photos from 2008 Nationals souvenir CD by Rob Cruse, Petra Westbury, Malcolm McAully & others) 
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Montrose Bay Mirrors 
 

2008 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
 Kamikaze, Jessie Atherton & Katherine Maher, Tas 

 2
nd

 Stanley Crocodile, Lachlan & Alice Gilbert, NSW 
 3

rd
 Xcel-Erate, Paul & Austin Taylor, WA 

Handicap Heat Winners  R1 – Kamikaze II, R2 – The Edge, R3 – Charmed, R4 – Sky III,  
  R5 – Stanley Crocodile, R6 – Inside Edge, R7 – Sea Joule,  
  R8 – Mellon Collie, R9 – Flying Flathead, R10 - Kamikaze 
Sub-Junior Championship Guppy Too, Tara Foster & Paddy Gilbert, NSW 
Junior Championship Foxy Lady III, Alex Hunt & David McAully, Tas 
Ladies Championship Carpe Diem, Jenny Graney & Daniel McAully, Tas 
Veterans Championship Xcel-Erate, Paul & Austin Taylor, WA 
Masters Championship All Fired Up, Roger Orr & Max Davey, Tas 
Family Championship Stanley Crocodile, Lachlan & Alice Gilbert, NSW  
Cruiserweight Championship Sky III, Thomas & Rex Henderson, WA 
Siblings Championship Mellon Collie, Rebecca & Megan Price, Qld 
Invitation Race Xcel-Erate, Paul & Austin Taylor, WA 
Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1

st
 Tasmania 

 

2008 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
Sail No.  Boat Skipper R 1 R 2 R 3 R 4 R 5 R 6 R 7 R 8 R 9 R 10 Total 

Less 
Drops 

Net Result 

69196  Kamikaze  Jessie Atherton  3 1 1 4 2 3 1 5 1 1 22 9 13 1 

70454 Stanley Crocodile Lachlan Gilbert 2 7 2 3 1 1 2 3 3 12 36 19 17 2 

69843 Xcel-Erate Paul Taylor 6 2 6 1 3 4 5 1 5 5 38 12 26 3 

70063  Kamikaze II Mark Barrington  1 3 4 DNC DNC DNC 4 2 2 2 87 46 41 4 

70177 Fizz Quentin Hunt 4 6 9 2 10 5 8 8 16 3 71 26 45 5 

69538 All Fired Up Roger Orr 7 5 3 10 5 11 9 4 7 9 70 21 49 6 

70146 Foxy Lady III Alex Hunt 5 10 5 8 4 10 7 7 4 14 74 24 50 7 

68678  Carpe Diem  Jenny Graney  16 9 7 11 11 6 3 6 8 4 81 27 54 8 

69358  Mellon Collie  Rebecca Price  10 8 13 5 6 12 10 9 10 7 90 25 65 9 

70191 Fastglass Ken Barnes 9 11 8 9 7 7 15 18 12 8 104 33 71 10 

68675 Inside Edge Michael Brown  8 12 11 12 9 2 11 11 13 11 100 25 75 11 

68672 Rethoth  Rhys Witt 13 17 15 14 12 8 6 12 6 6 109 32 77 12 

70068 Sky III  Thomas Henderson  15 16 17 6 8 13 12 14.5 15 10 126.5 33 92.5 13 

70117 Stealth Anita Scott-Murphy 14 4 10 13 DNF DNC 16 15 9 17 144 46 98 14 

70180 Guppy Too Tara Foster  17 13 12 15 DNF 15 14 10 11 13 143 40 103 15 

70192 Sea Joule  Stephen Foster  12 14 16 7 15 14 17 14.5 19 16 144.5 36 108.5 16 

68023 Flying Flathead Haylee Smith 11 15 18 
RDG 
14.4  

RDG 
14.4  

RDG 
14.4  

18 17 14 15 151 36 115 17 

70064  Quickstep II  Lawson Taylor 18 18 14 RAF 13 9 13 16 18 19 161 42 119 18 

68671 Second Wind John Rigby 19.5 19 21 18 14 17 20 19 21 20 189 42 147 19 

69628 Rear View  William Maher  19.5 21 20 16 16 DNC 22 21 20 18 197 45 152 20 

69191  The Edge Isaac Smith  22 20 22 19 18 16 19 22 17 22 197 44 153 21 

69198 Charmed Gabrielle Brown 21 22 19 17 17 18 21 20 22 21 198 44 154 22 
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2009 MIRROR NATIONALS  43  
Sponsor: Sydney Ports, Balmoral Sailing Club, Sydney 
reprinted from http://www.sail-world.com/index.cfm?Nid=52600&refre=y&ntid=0 
 
Sydneysider Lachlan Gilbert sailing with his son Finn in Stanley Crocodile took out the Sydney Ports 43

rd
 

Australian Mirror Championship sailed on Sydney’s Middle Harbour from the Balmoral Sailing Club. Lachlan 
sailed a new GRP Mark III Mirror for the event which created much interest in the boat park before racing 
began and even more interest after he had shown his speed in the Cliff Scott Invitation Race. 
 
Last year’s winners, Tasmanian’s Jessie Atherton and Katherine Maher in Kamikaze finished second overall 
in a count back from Greg and Ben Field in Juke Box. The heats were conducted in a variety of winds 
mainly in the 5 to 15 knot range with the occasional 15 to 20 knot bursts to liven up the sailing.  
 
32 boats contested the series with some new faces getting back into the class after determining their 
children were now old enough to sail in the Mirror. Families featured extensively in the fleet with 19 of the 
entrants comprising parent and child or sibling pairings. Generally the parents were helming but there were 
exceptions including Robbie Hunt who gave up a spot in the Tasmanian Sabot Team to helm his father 
Quentin’s Mirror, Fizz, with Quentin moving forward to the crew position. The combination worked well for a 
well-deserved tenth overall.  
 
A notable performance was produced by former triple World Fireball Champion John Dransfield who had 
only recently got into a Mirror with his son Jesse. Late in the series after getting the hang of the Mirror, they 
were able to lead the fleet in both heats 8 and 9 but had to be content with a fourth and second by the end 
of these heats and a ninth overall.  
 
There were four different heat winners with Stanley Crocodile winning six heats, Kamikaze winning two 
heats, Juke Box one heat and Mark Barrington and Molly Hutton in Kamikaze II winning one heat. The 
Tasmanian teenage girls in Kamikaze took out the Junior Trophy, while Kamikaze II took out the Veterans 
Trophy and was fourth overall. The first gaff rigged finisher, Jenny Graney and Daniel McAulley in Carpe 
Diem took out the Masters Trophy, and Juke Box took out the Family Trophy. 
 
The 2010-11 Mirror World Championship will be sailed from the Princess Royal Sailing Club in Albany WA 
and the opportunity to sail in a world championship in Australia is expected to swell Australian Mirror fleets 
over the next couple of seasons.  
 

 
Sydney Ports 43

rd
 International Mirror Class Australian Championships 2009 (photo: Ernie Spielman)  

http://www.sail-world.com/index.cfm?Nid=52600&refre=y&ntid=0
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Sydney Ports 43

rd
 International Mirror Class Australian Championships 2009 (photo: Ernie Spielman)  

 

 
Sydney Ports 43

rd
 International Mirror Class Australian Championships 2009 (photo: Ernie Spielman)  

 

 
STANLEY CROCODILE, Lachlan and Finn Gilbert (NSW) 

2009 Australian Mirror Champions 
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2009 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
  Stanley Crocodile, Lachlan & Finn Gilbert, NSW 

 2
nd

 Kamikaze, Jessie Atherton & Katherine Maher, Tas 
 3

rd
 Jukebox, Greg & Ben Field, NSW 

Division Championship no championship 
Sub-Junior Championship Predator, Paddy Gilbert & Daniel Barnett, NSW 
Junior Championship Kamikaze, Jessie Atherton & Katherine Maher, Tas 
Ladies Championship Stealth, Anita Scott-Murphy & Ben Cruse, Vic 
Veterans Championship Kamikaze II, Mark Barrington & Molly Hutton, Tas 
Masters Championship Carpe Diem, Jenny Graney & Daniel McAulley, Tas 
Family Championship Jukebox, Greg & Ben Field, NSW 
Cruiserweight Championship Spooky, Jeejee & Jessica Unwalla, NSW 
Siblings Championship Arrow, Rebecca & Megan Price, Qld 
Invitation Race Stanley Crocodile, Lachlan & Finn Gilbert, NSW 
Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1

st
 New South Wales 

 

2009 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
Place Boat Sail Skipper Crew Score R-1 R-2 R-3 R-4 R-5 R-6 R-7 R-8 R-9 R-10 

1 
Stanley 
Crocodile 

70464 Lachlan Gilbert Finn Gilbert 11 1 2 (4) 1 (4) 1 1 1 3 1 

2 Kamikaze 69196 Jessie Atherton Katherine Maher 20 3 (6) 1 3 (6) 2 3 2 1 5 

3 Jukebox 70170 Greg Field Ben Field 20 (4) 1 2 2 2 (4) 4 3 4 2 

4 Kamikaze II 70063 Mark Barrington Molly Hutton 36 5 5 5 5 1 6 5 (7) (8) 4 

5 Stealth 70117 
Anita  
Scott-Murphy 

Ben Cruse 43 
(33) 
OCS 

8 3 6 3 3 9 5 (11) 6 

6 Time & Tide 57705 Paul Taylor Austin Taylor 49 (10) 9 7 8 5 7 2 8 (18) 3 

7 Guppy Too 70180 Stephen Foster Jack Harriss 55 6 4 6 9 7 11 (12) 6 6 (12) 

8 Predator 70454 Paddy Gilbert Daniel Barnett 57 2 3 9 4 9 (14) (13) 10 10 10 

9 Critical Path 69360 John Dransfield Jesse Dransfield 63 8 
(33) 
DNS 

10 13 8 9 
(33) 
DNF 

4 2 9 

10 Fizz 70177 Robert Hunt Quentin Hunt 79 (16) 12 12 11 11 5 8 13 (20) 7 

11 Ajax 69161 Phil Barnett Ella Barnett 80 7 7 11 12 15 8 
(33) 
DNF 

(19) 7 13 

12 Carpe Diem 68678 Jenny Graney Daniel McAulley 88 9 10 
(33) 
RAF 

7 13 13 7 15 (16) 14 

13 More Rhubarb 68044 Douglas Raftesaft Edward Raftesaft 91.4 13 11 8 (21) 14 (16) 15 14 5 
11.4 
RDG 

14 Foxy Lady 70146 Alex Hunt David McAully 97 (17) 15 16 10 (19) 10 10 11 17 8 

15 Fria II 68670 Rick Longbottom 
Rohan/Fergus 
Longbottom 

98.3 14 
(33) 
DNS 

12.3 
RDG 

17 12 12 6 
(33) 
OCS 

14 11 

16 Arrow 69358 Rebecca Price Megan Price 99 11 13 13 15 (17) 15 11 12 9 (16) 

17 Spooky 45291 Jeejee Unwalla Jessica Unwalla 119 15 (18) 14 16 16 (18) 14 16 13 15 

18 Harmony 69193 Andrew Divola Will Divola 122 12 
(33) 
DNS 

15 14 18 17 16 (22) 12 18 

19 Quickstep II 70064 Lawson Taylor Mitchell Sainty 138 19 14 18 18 20 (22) 19 9 21 
(33) 
DSQ 

20 Sea Joule 70192 Celia May Oliver Sevil 142 18 17 19 (20) (21) 19 17 20 15 17 

21 Wet Stuff 16034 Carl Nicholls Will Nicholls 153 21 19 23 19 10 (24) 18 23 (26) 20 

22 Woody 70169 Tara Foster Isabella Shields 155 20 16 17 (23) 
(33) 
DNS 

23 23 18 19 19 

23 Octopussy 70068 Rex Henderson Brittany Henderson 166 (26) 20 20 (22) 22 20 20 21 22 21 

24 Mise 70385 Garnet Kinlay Madeline Kinlay 190 2 21 
(33) 
DNF 

25 
(33) 
DNS 

26 22 26 25 23 

25 Aquanaut 63043 Stuart Poignand Max Poignand 190 24 24 21 (27) 23 25 
(33) 
DNS 

25 24 24 

26 
One Step 
Beyond 

69362 
Andrew  
Dixon Hughes 

Lucy/Polly  
Dixon Hughes 

200 23 
(33) 
DNS 

26 29 25 (30) 25 17 28 27 

27 Sizzling Swan 68655 Alan Hornbuckle Ben Alsop 204 25 22 24 
(33)D
NS 

(33) 
DNS 

27 21 
33 
DNS 

27 25 

28 Uppercut 11719 Anthony Mandl Judy Engall 204 28 
(33) 
DNS 

22 24 24 
(33) 
DNS 

33) 
DNS 

24 23 26 

29 Spiegel 67800 Steve Malone Daniel Foster 219 27 25 27 
(33) 
DNS 

(33) 
DNS 

28 24 29 30 29 

30 Offcuts 63727 David Sanders 
Thomas/Benjamin 
Sanders 

224 
(33) 
OCS 

23 
(33) 
DNS 

26 
33 
DNS 

21 
33 
DNS 

33 
DNS 

33 
DNS 

22 

31 Tiger's Tail 67151 Matt Collis James Carson 227 
(33) 
DNS 

(33) 
DNS 

25 28 26 29 
33 
DNS 

27 31 28 

32 Scallywag 2 11428 Ian Harriss Bethany Harriss 227 29 26 28 30 27 
(33) 
DNF 

(33) 
DNS 

28 29 30 
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2010 MIRROR NATIONALS  44  
Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club, Queensland 
by Grant Atherton, reprinted from http://www.seabreeze.com.au 
 
Hobart teenage girls Jessie Atherton and Katherine Maher in Kamikaze took out their second Mirror 
Nationals from a fleet of 32 boats at the 44

th
 Australian Mirror Championship sailed from the Lake 

Cootharaba Sailing Club in Queensland over the Christmas-New Year period.  

The two, known almost universally as 'the girls' opened with a solid win in the Cliff Scott Invitation Race 
(which started the usual superstitious talk in the rigging area) but then 'struggled' on the first day when they 
returned results of third, third, and second, which put them one point behind day one leaders Anita Scott-
Murphy and her son Ben Cruse in Stealth, who opened their campaign with a fourth, second and a win in 
heat 3.  

Day two saw Kamikaze break a spinnaker pole when leading on the final reach of heat 4, but they managed 
to stay in front for their first heat win of the series. Having replaced the spinnaker pole between races, the 
girls had a great day by also winning heats 5 and 6 and take the overall lead. The girls repeated this 
performance with wins in heats 7, 8 and 9 by which time they had the Championship won from the ever 
consistent Anita and Ben in Stealth who finished with a remarkably consistent [4], 2, 1, 2, [3], 2, 2, 2, 3, 2 
and who led for significant periods in several races.  

The breeze was very consistent in strength throughout the series, although shifty at times which provided 
passing opportunities, with only the final heat sailed in light 5-10 knot winds whereas all other races were 
sailed in 10-15 knots.  

While both Kamikaze and Stealth are traditional timber Mirrors constructed from the famous 'stitch and glue' 
method, the fleet of 32 boats featured a number of the new fibreglass Mark III Mirrors, with third place 
overall going to Mark 'Freddy' Phillips the former World Veterans Champion in the Contender Class sailing 
with young son Hugh which included heat wins in heats 1 and 10. Mark is manufacturing Mark III Mirrors and 
Foils from his 'Dinghy Sports' and 'Freddy Foils' businesses.  

The fleet featured two imported Winder Mark III Mirrors and five of the Dinghy Sports Mark III Mirrors. Greg 
and Ben Field in Money Box who finished fourth overall in a Dinghy Sports Mark III sported the latest sail 
number of 70590 while John Morrison's beautifully restored Jumbuck sported sail number 2736 indicating an 
age of around 44 years and weighed in several kilos lighter than Kamikaze. 

The modernisation of the Mirror class is progressing, with no gaff (actually gunter) rigged boats in the top 
ten for the first time, and the move to 'centre sheeting' has been widely adopted across the fleet.  

The focus now is firmly on the Mirror World Championship to be held in Albany WA at the Princess Royal 
Sailing Club next year starting on 2 January 2011, a day after the 45

th
 Australian Championship concludes. 

The championship is likely to attract a large Australian fleet who can take advantage of a World 
Championship in their home waters without the need to qualify for the Australian Team as has been the 
case in previous championships.  

 

 
The Mirror fleet ready to take on the challenging Lake Cootharaba waters 
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KAMIKAZE, Jessie Atherton and Katherine Maher (Tas) 

2010 Australian Mirror Champions 

2010 Mirror Nationals 
Reprinted from MCAQ, 2010 

This year the Australian Mirror National Championship returned to sunny Queensland with an encouraging 
32 boats from five States attending. The regatta was held at beautiful Lake Cootharaba Sailing Club, 2 
hours north of Brisbane. The Sailing Club provided excellent racing, food, entertainment and support for our 
crews. The lake also provided some of the best flat water sailing ever experienced by our Mirror fleet.  

Congratulations must go to our Open National Champions, Jessie Atherton and Katherine Maher from 
Kingston Beach SC, Tasmania sailing Kamikaze. Anita Scott - Murphy and her son Ben Cruse from 
Williamstown SC, Victoria sailing Stealth, came in second. Anita and Ben also won the prestigious Family 
Trophy for the first placed parent/child crew. The top three places were rounded out by Mark and Hugh 
Phillips from NSW, sailing Binge Thinking. Mark also collected the Masters Trophy. 

Sienna Galante and Ester Taylor from Princess Royal SC, WA sailing Quickstep won the Sub Junior trophy 
for crews under 16 years of age. 

Lawson and Austin Taylor also from Princess Royal SC took out the Junior Trophy for crews under 19 years 
of age. 

The Ladies Trophy was won by Rebecca Price and Luke Ziebarth from Oxley SC, Qld sailing Arrow. 

The Veterans Trophy for skipper over 45, was won by Greg and Ben Field from Hunters Hill SC, NSW 
sailing Money Box. 

Anthony and Hugo Galante from Princess Royal SC, WA sailing Aqua Holic took out the Cruiserweight 
trophy for crew weight in excess of 130Kg. Well done boys! 

In addition to these perpetual trophies, the NSW team retained the Team’s Trophy.   

Congratulations to all sailors for a highly competitive regatta! A massive thank you must go to the Lake 
Cootharaba Sailing Club team who provided their services and expertise to the running of the regatta. 
MSAQ highly recommends the Club to any sailing class seeking a great venue for future regattas.  
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2010 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
 Kamikaze, Jessie Atherton & Katherine Maher, Tas 

 2
nd

 Stealth, Anita & Ben Scott Murphy, Vic 
 3

rd
 Binge Thinking, Mark & Hugh Phillips, NSW 

Handicap Championship 1
st
  2 by 2 too, Simon & Noah Smith, NSW 

Sub-Junior Championship Quickstep, Sienna Galante & Esther Taylor, WA 
Junior Championship Bombora, Lawson & Austin Taylor, WA 
Ladies Championship Arrow, Rebecca Price & Luke Ziebarth, Qld 
Veterans Championship Money Box, Greg & Ben Field, NSW 
Masters Championship Binge Thinking, Mark & Hugh Phillips, NSW 
Family Championship Stealth, Anita Scott Murphy & Ben Cruse, Vic 
Harmony Championship Temeraire, Keith & Rita Buckley, Qld 
Cruiserweight Championship Aqua Holic, Anthony & Hugo Galante, WA 
Invitation Race Kamikaze, Jessie Atherton & Katherine Maher, Tas 
Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1

st
 New South Wales 

2010 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
Place Sail  Boat Skipper Score R-10 R-9 R-8 R-7 R-6 R-5 R-4 R-3 R-2 R-1 

1 69196 Kamikaze Jessie Atherton 11 [4] 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 3 [3] 

2 70117 Stealth Anita Scott-Murphy 16 2 3 2 2 2 [3] 2 1 2 [4] 

3 70589 Binge Thinking Mark Phillips 21 1 2 3 [5] 4 2 4 4 [5] 1 

4 70590 Money Box Greg Field 31 3 [7] 5 3 6 4 3 5 [7] 2 

5 70079 Time N' Tide Douglas Raftesath 40 7 4 [8] 6 5 [7] 6 6 1 5 

6 70588 2 by 2 too Simon Smith 45 5 5 6 10 3 5 8 3 [11] [13] 

7 70180 Wonda Stephen Foster 56 [13] 10 4 8 8 9 [14] 7 4 6 

8 69613 Colossus Brett Buckley 58 6 9 7 4 [12] 10 7 [10] 8 7 

9 70546 Bombora Lawson Taylor 64 14 8 [31 Q] 7 7 [14] 5 9 6 8 

10 WIN Aqua Holic Anthony Galante 68 [15] 6 10 9 [13] 8 9 8 9 9 

11 69358 Arrow Rebecca Price 77 8 11 9 13 10 6 10 [13] [13] 10 

12 45392 Ozmosis Megan Price 100 [17] 14 11 15 11 11 12 12 14 [17] 

13 70169 Woody Tara Foster 108 [23] 17 13 12 14 13 18 [24] 10 11 

14 69832 Vigilante III Matthew Forrest 112 10 12 12 11 [20] [19] 17 16 18 16 

15 70177 Reflections Alex Hunt 117 9 13 [31 F] 17 24 [32 O] 11 11 12 20 

16 70192 Sea Joule Celia May 118 16 18 15 16 9 [22] 16 [18] 16 12 

17 57507 Spectrum Charlie Hastie 133 18 [21] 17 14 16 16 20 17 [24] 15 

18 696 Erik the Viking Peter Bradbury 139.6 19 20 16 [24] [21] 18 17.6 G 15 15 19 

19 70064 Quickstep Sienna Galante 147 [22] 15 14 19 18 21 21 21 [26] 18 

20 63089 Black Magic Brian Johnson 149 [24] 16 18 23 [26] 15 15 20 20 22 

21 9832 Foxy David Sykes 156 12 25 20 20 23 [25] 23 [26] 19 14 

22 67139 Double Trouble Rex Henderson 157 11 22 22 21 [310] 17 25 22 17 [26] 

23 70593 Black Pearl Bret Scott 163 33 C 33 C [33 C] [33 C] 15 12 13 14 22 21 

24 50666 Sharkey Russ McDonald 165 25 19 19 18 25 [28] 19 19 21 [28] 

25 67797 Wizard Tom Wilson 188 21 23 23 25 22 20 [32 F] 27 27 [32 F] 

26 11428 Juke Box Ian Harriss 191 20 28 270 26 17 26 [28] [28] 23 24 

27 68182 True Blew Matthew Farbach 197 26 26 21 [29] 27 23 24 25 [29] 25 

28 2885 Raging Hormones Matthew Johnson 217 28 24 26 27 29 27 27 29 [31] [30] 

29 4687 Charly Max Wiltshire 219 30 O 27 25 [30] 28 29 26 [31] 25 29 

30 46873 Temeraire Keith Buckley 224 33 C 31 S 31 F 22 33 C [33 C] [33 C] 23 28 23 

31 5066 Magic Miss Neil Woolmer 226 27 [31 F] 24 28 30 30 [32 F] 30 30 27 

32 2736 Jumbuck John Morrison 230 33 C 33 C 33 C 33 C 19 24 22 33 C [33 C] [33 C] 
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2011 MIRROR NATIONALS  45  
Sponsor: LandCorp, Princess Royal Sailing Club, Albany 
by Anthony Galante, reprinted from http://worlds2011.blogspot.com/ 

Sunday, December 26, 2010, Registration and Measurement  
Boxing Day was the start of the official program for the 45

th
 LandCorp Australian Mirror Championship. The 

25 knot easterly kept all the boats ashore concentrating on getting their boats through the measurement 
tent. The measurement team, led by Geoff Wilson, did a great job getting over 50 boats through the tent 
today. 

Monday, December 27, 2010, Registration and Measurement and Australian Championships Opening  
Day 2 of Registration commenced under blue skies. The easterly continues to howl keeping many sailors 
away from the water with a few venturing for a sail in the 20/25 knot breeze. The official opening to the 45

th
 

LandCorp Australian Mirror Championship was most enjoyable as the competitors, officials and supporters 
enjoyed the sundowner. Commodore Paul Terry welcomed the competitors and Event Director Anthony 
Galante briefed the sailors. 

  
Geoff Wilson’s measurement team checked the boats Commodore Paul Terry welcomed the competitors 

Tuesday, December 28, 2010, Australian Championships Day 1 
The 45

th
 LandCorp Australian Mirror Championship kicked off with the Cliff Scott Invitation Race, the 

traditional warm up of the Mirror fleet. In fresh SSE conditions, the fleet got racing and all the nerves and 
anxiety are now gone. 

  
The racing gets underway Red sail start on Princess Royal Harbour 

The Invitation Race was a close tussle between the Filipino team of Ridgely Balladares and Rommel 
Chavez and the 2005 Mirror World Champions Ross Kearney and Max Odell from Ireland. They steamed up 
the first beat with the Filipinos getting a good break of 10 boat lengths that was bridged to a couple by the 
time the teams reached the bottom gate on the trapezoid course. The gap to the following pack was quite 
substantial and the two front runners were never headed. Balladares and Chavez took the bullet followed by 
Kearney and Odell. The Cliff Scott Trophy for the first place Australian boat went to 2009 Australian 
Champions Lachlan and Finn Gilbert who edged in front of two other boats in a tight finish. 

Race 1 of the Aussie Champs eventually got underway under a black flag. The Gilberts took first place 
followed by local Albany sailors Paul and Austin Taylor with Myles and Rory Odell in third. In race 2, 
Kearney and Odell were steaming and got off to a great start and were never challenged with the Gilberts in 
hot pursuit and British teenagers Millie Newman and Jessica Rust in third. The final race was taken by the 
Taylors who went right on the first beat. Local knowledge perhaps played a role in them splitting from most 
of the left travelling fleet and it paid off with a bullet and overall lead after three races. Second were Brits 
David Conlon and Charlotte Bond and third Anita Scott-Murphy with son Ben Cruse.
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Wednesday, December 29, 2010, Day 2 Aussie Champs - 2 Horse Race  
Day 2 of the Australian Championship became a two horse race with father and son teams Lachlan and Finn 
Gilbert, and Paul and Austin Taylor, separated by one point with 7 races completed and one drop. The 
Gilberts, on 12 points, managed three wins on a spectacular day on Princess Royal Harbour. The Taylors 
sailed to one bullet and 3 thirds and are a threat on 13 points. The highlight of the day for the sailors was the 
screaming reach from 3 to 4 in race 6 which had the fleet planing beautifully against the backdrop of the 
town. Squeals of joy were coming from some boats with the girls in Transom Note having a hoot of a time. 

  
Lachlan and Finn Gilbert Squeals of joy in race 6 

Thursday, December 30, 2010, Day 3 Aussie Champs - Pre-Worlds Wrap  
The Aussie Champs provided a full range of breeze from 3 to 25 knots providing something for everyone. 
The morning started in 5/6 knots from the east and moved about resulting in a change of course. The 
Irishmen, Ross Kearney and Max Odell showed blistering pace in the light breeze storming to a 20 boat 
length lead and an unassailable lead. They were chased by Jessie Atherton and Katherine Maher from 
Tasmania, who liked the light conditions, with New South Welshman Mark Phillips and son Hugh pushing to 
the front of the fleet after Hugh had recovered from illness that saw him miss the first day of racing. 

Race 9 caused some problems in getting the line set and the fleet away with some wind oscillation and a 
twitchy fleet seeing the black flag come into play with 12 teams being penalised. The Tassie girls Atherton 
and Maher revelled in the light breeze and took the gun. After lunch race 10 provided a southerly breeze of 
7-9 knots in magical conditions which were enjoyed by all the sailors and spectators. The Phillips were on 
fire and managed to win by a healthy margin followed by Filipino Olympic aspirants Balladares and Chavez, 
the heavyweight crew who managed to stay in front of Victorians Anita Scott-Murphy and son Ben Cruse. 
The final race of the championship went to Kearney and Odell with the South African number ones, Ricky 
and Ryan Robinson coming second and British teenagers Millie Newman and Jessica Rust showing great 
form to come in third. 

The battle for the Australian championship was 
between father and son teams, local Albany sailors 
Paul and Austin Taylor, and New South Welshmen 
Lachlan and Finn Gilbert. The two teams pushed 
each other throughout the series with the Taylors 
becoming the 45

th
 Australian Champions with the 

Gilberts 4 points behind in the 11 race series. Third 
went to the Tassie girls Atherton and Maher a further 
11 points behind. The Ireland Trophy for the winner 
of the Pre-Worlds went to the Taylors. The first 
international boat was the Filipino team of 
Balladares and Chavez who sailed brilliantly given 
the regatta was their first time in the boat. They 
finished 4 points behind Gilbert in the tally for the 
Pre-Worlds. 

The Australian championship was a great success 
with 5 different race winners showing the evenness 
and competitiveness at the front of the fleet and the 
quality of competition. The introduction of the 
trapezoid provided excellent angles for the sailors 
and the Race Committee did a first class job with 
laying the courses. Mark Pitt was rewarded for his 
outstanding contribution to Mirror sailing in Australia 
with the Bill Jaffray Memorial Trophy. 

Bombora, Paul and Austin Taylor (WA) 
2011 Australian Mirror Champions 
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2011 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
 Bombora, Paul & Austin Taylor, WA, 45 pts 

 2
nd

 Stanley Crocodile, Lachlan & Finn Gilbert, NSW, 49 pts 
 3

rd
 Kamikaze, Jessie Atherton & Katherine Maher, Tas, 60 pts 

Silver Fleet 1
st
  Time N Tide, Douglas & Edward Raftesath, NSW 

 2
nd

  Fizz, Quentin Hunt & Molly Hulton, Tas 
 3

rd
  Sea Joule, Megan Price & Celia May, QLD 

Sub-Junior Championship Foxy Lady 3, Robbie Hunt & David McAully, Tas 
Junior Championship Lightning Strike, Kieran Murnane & Mani Guintoli, WA 
Ladies Championship Kamikaze, Jessie Atherton & Katherine Maher, Tas 
Veterans Championship Black Jack, John & Jesse Dransfield, NSW 
Masters Championship Kamikaze II, Mark Barrington & Thomas Howell, Tas 
Family Championship Stanley Crocodile, Lachlan & Finn Gilbert, NSW 
Cruiserweight Championship Knot Too Risky, Paul Terry & Sara Batten, WA 
Classic Fleet (Gaff Rigged) Steppenwolf, David & Timothy Pilbeam, WA 
Invitation Race Stanley Crocodile, Lachlan & Finn Gilbert, NSW 
Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1

st
 Western Australia 

2011 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
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2011 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS (cont’d) 
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2012 MIRROR NATIONALS  46 
Sponsor: Power Drive Marine, Williamstown Sailing Club, Melbourne 
by Rob Cruse, 2012 

The 46th National Championship for the International Mirror Class dinghy has been completed at 
Williamstown Sailing Club in Melbourne, with Victorian mother / son combination Anita Scott-Murphy and 
Ben Cruse in Bob comfortably winning the regatta after taking out first place in each heat.  

In a close tussle for second, another family team (this time father / son) Mark and Hugh Phillips from NSW 
sailing Sponge Bob Square Boat took out second place overall, after a close final heat with eventual third 
place boat, Tara Foster and Celia May in Jazze (also from NSW). Mark is also the class boatbuilder in 
Australia, with his Dinghy Sports hulls filling the first four places.  

As always the Mirrors featured a huge range of ages amongst competitors, including three boats with junior 
skippers and adult crews. A shining example was Optimist sailor turned Mirror skipper Lucy Ede (10 years 
old) who had her father, Fireball regular Nick sailing up front in Hello Kitty. They took out the Classic trophy 
(gaff rigged) to the delight of the crowd on presentation night.  

Although Anita and Ben managed to record eight straight heat wins to take the National title, it wasn’t all 
plain sailing as Mark and Hugh Phillips were first over the finish line in Heat 2, only to be scored OCS. As 
Mark recounted on presentation night, when they crossed the line to a silent finish boat only to see Bob 
cross behind them and receive the gun, it was 'one of life’s learning experiences' for his son Hugh (age 8). 
Although their hard work in that heat came to nil, they were still were rewarded for a very consistent regatta 
with the Frank Buxton family trophy in addition to second overall.  

The Mirror class in Australia is now looking forward to the 2012-13 Nationals in Tasmania which will be the 
selection regatta for the Australian team to the next Mirror World Championship, to be held in Ireland on 
Lough Derg in July 2013. The Mirror Class Association of Victoria would like to thank the Williamstown 
Sailing Club for their support and enthusiasm hosting this event. 

  
Anita Scott-Murphy & Ben Cruse Mark & Hugh Phillips 

  
Tara Foster & Celia May Stephen Foster & Lesley Scott 
(photos: Rob Cruse, http://sites.google.com/site/mirrorsvic/gallery) 

http://www.williamstownsailingclub.org.au/
http://www.williamstownsailingclub.org.au/
http://sites.google.com/site/mirrorsvic/gallery
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Bob, Anita Scott-Murphy & Ben Cruse (Vic), 2012 Australian Mirror Champions 
(photo: Rob Cruse, http://sites.google.com/site/mirrorsvic/gallery) 

2012 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS SUMMARY 
Open Championship 1

st
 Bob, Anita Scott-Murphy & Ben Cruse, Vic, 7 pts 

 2
nd

 Sponge Bob Square Boat, Mark & Hugh Phillips, NSW, 18 pts 
 3

rd
 Jazze, Tara Foster & Celia May, NSW, 19 pts 

Division Championship  no championship 
Sub-Junior Championship no entries 
Junior Championship no entries 
Ladies Championship Jazze, Tara Foster & Celia May, NSW 
Veterans Championship Bad Wolf, Stephen Foster & Lesley Scott, NSW 
Masters Championship Stealth, Glenn Charlesworth & Monty Herbert-Morgan, Vic 
Family Championship Sponge Bob Square Boat, Mark & Hugh Phillips, NSW 
Cruiserweight Championship Precious Moments, Andrew Keil & Danil Duplyakin, Vic 
Classic Fleet (Gaff Rigged) Hello Kitty, Lucy & Nick Ede, Vic 
Invitation Race Bob, Anita Scott-Murphy & Ben Cruse, Vic 
Canberra Times Teams Trophy 1

st
 NSW 

2012 MIRROR NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS 
Boat SailNo HelmName CrewName R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 R6 R7 R8 Total Nett 

Bob 70662 Anita Scott-Murphy Ben Cruse (1.0) 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 8.0 7.0 

Sponge Bob 
Square Boat 

70663 Mark Phillips Hugh Phillips 2.0 
(13.0 
OCS) 

2.0 5.0 2.0 2.0 2.0 3.0 31.0 18.0 

Jazze 70595 Tara Foster Celia May 3.0 2.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 (4.0) 3.0 2.0 23.0 19.0 

Bad Wolf 70592 Stephen Foster Lesley Scott (9.0) 3.0 4.0 7.0 4.0 3.0 4.0 6.0 40.0 31.0 

Precious Moments 67162 Andrew Keil Danil Duplyakin 4.0 4.0 (9.0) 8.0 6.0 5.0 9.0 4.0 49.0 40.0 

Taking Off 69763 Andrew Henderson Rex Henderson 5.0 (8.0) 6.0 6.0 5.0 6.0 5.0 7.0 48.0 40.0 

Hello Kitty 70144 Lucy Ede Nick Ede 7.0 5.0 8.0 2.0 7.0 7.0 7.0 (9.0) 52.0 43.0 

Aussie Larrikin 70609 Mick Mallawarachi Mark Pitt (8.0) 7.0 7.0 4.0 8.0 8.0 6.0 5.0 53.0 45.0 

Stealth 70117 Glenn Charlesworth Monty Herbert-Morgan 6.0 6.0 5.0 (10.0) 9.0 9.0 8.0 8.0 61.0 51.0 

Pequod 45392 Margarete Lee Max Beaton 10.0 9.0 10.0 
(13.0 
DNC) 

13.0 
DNC 

13.0 
DNC 

13.0 
DNC 

10.0 91.0 78.0 

Aquarius 1 Jonathan Fryer Simon Vandenberg 
(13.0 
DNC) 

10.0 11.0 9.0 
13.0 
DNC 

13.0 
DNC 

13.0 
DNC 

13.0 
DNC 

95.0 82.0 

Thunder 7011 Ian McGrath Samantha McGrath  
(13.0 
DNF) 

13.0 
DNC 

13.0 
DNC 

13.0 
DNF 

13.0 
DNC 

13.0 
DNC 

13.0 
DNC 

13.0 
DNC 

104.0 91.0 

 

http://sites.google.com/site/mirrorsvic/gallery

